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Bandage Guide

Factors foe how often to 
change include:

• Infection

• Stage of healing

• Depth of wound

• Amount of exudate



Dressing options

Different options for 
primary dressing:

• Tegaderm

• Non- stick pads

• Duo Derm

• Hydrocolloid dressing

• Others based on 
wounds need



Dressing options

Sutured

Dry non-adherent= No to 
low exudate



Dressing options

Abrasion/Superficial 

Polyurethane film= No to low exudate

Hydrogel= No to low exudate

Polyurethan foam= Moderate to High 
exudate



Dressing options

Full Thickness

Hydrogel= No to low exudate

Hydrocolloid= Low to moderate exudate

Polyurethane foam= Moderate to High 
exudate

Calcium agitate= Moderate to High exudate

Copolymer starch= Moderate to High 
exudate



Dressing options

Contaminated or 
infected:

Antimicrobial hydrogel= No to Low exudate

Calcium alginate= Moderate to High exudate

Copolymer Starch= Moderate to High exudate

Hypertonic saline= Moderate to High exudate



Dressing options

Necrotic:

Hydrogel= No to Low exudate

Hypertonic Saline= Moderate to High 
exudate



Dressing options

Deep Wound:

Hydrogel= No to Low exudate

Hydrocolloid= Low to Moderate exudate

Calcium Alginate= Moderate to High 
exudate

Copolymer starch= Moderate to High 
exudate



Dressing options

Granulation 
needed:

Hydrogel= No to Low exudate

Hydrocolloid= Low to Moderate 
exudate

Calcium Alginate= Moderate to High 
exudate



Dressing options

Epithelialization 
needed:

Hydrogel= No to Low exudate

Moisten Polyurethane Foam= No to Low 
exudate

Hydrocolloid= Low to Moderate exudate

Polyurethane Foam= Moderate to High 
exudate



Bandage Changes- how often?

➢ Change Daily

• If topical medications 
needed

• If trying to debride a 
contaminated wound

➢ Change q12-24h

• All burns MUST keep moist



Bandage Changes- how often?

Monitor closely

Change if odor is present

Change if color changes

Change if swelling occurs

Change is strike-thru occurs (seepage)

Change if animal is chewing at it

Change if soiled or wet (feces, urine, food, water, etc.)

➢ Back off to q2d-3d When granulation starts but,



Wounds: When to see a veterinarian

• Necrotic +/- infection

• Wounds needing surgy

• Painful wounds needing sedation

• For cleaning, debridement, or 
closure

• Animal is too dangerous to 
restrain for treatment

• If you have questions on 
treatment
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