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Maturation – Days to Months 
or Years

Remodels the wound

Collagen replaced stronger

Epithelial cells migrate across the wound

Contraction of wound until edges met

The scar continues to remodel and will flatten over time



Steps to wound cleaning
Clean and disinfect working surface

Gather materials; limit time animal is handled

Wash hands and wear gloves

Trim surrounding fur or feathers to expose wound margins

Lavage wound several times if tolerated by animal (consider pneumatic bone)

Dry wound edges

Sterilely apply topical antibiotic if needed

Sterilely apply primary layer

Apply second and third layer if needed

Assess limbs, toes for tightness swelling and restriction



Wound cleaning

• Clean only as much as 
patient will tolerate

• May need to do in 
stages or repeat as 
needed



Wound cleaning

• Fill wound with water 
soluble gel

• Clip/pluck around the 
wound

• Scrub around wound

• Debride 

• Flush

o May use disinfectant

o Last flush should be saline



Topical Therapeutics

BEFORE granulation tissue forms

Less is usually better!

Types of wound dictates type of therapeutics



Topical treatment options

➢ Ointments: oil base-watch 
waterproofing

• Triple Antibiotic Ointment

➢ Creams: less oil, but most 
still have oil

• SSD cream

• Nystatin cream

➢ Gels: cellulose base

• Medihoney gel



Topical treatment options: Antibiotics

➢ Use initially if infected or 
contaminated Or if in doubt!

➢ Use AFTER cleaning

• Triple Antibiotic Ointments (TAO)

• Silver Sulfadiazine (SSD)

• Honey [Sugar, 50% Dextrose]

➢ Less is usually better than more!

➢ DON’T use on exposed bone



Other Topical therapeutics

➢ Hydrogels

• DuoDERM, Medioney

o Debride, moisten, 
epithelialization

➢ Moisturizers

• Surgilube, Aloe vera

➢ Analgesic, anti-inflammatory

• DMSO, Arnica

o Use AROUND a wound



➢ Dragon’s Blood

Liquid drops in wound 
to promote natural 
healing of wound, 
burns, cuts, and bites.

➢ Arnica gel

Helps to temporarily 
relieve pain, swelling & 
stiffness due to minor 
injuries

Other Topical Applications



➢ Silver Sulfadiazine 
Cream

Antimicrobial for 
prevention & treatment 
of wounds and burns

Other Topical Applications

➢ Honey options

Helps to treat wounds 
and burns while 
maintaining moist 
wound environment.



➢ Neosporin

Provide broad-spectrum 
antibacterial effect for 
minor scratches

➢ CEH cream

Moisturizing cream helps 
relieve pain and 
antimicrobial effects for 
cuts and abrasions

Topical Applications



➢ Redi Heal (ointment & “cotton candy”)

Put healing scaffolding in place which mimic fibrin to jump 
start healing process especially to areas unable to be bandaged

Topical Applications



Should be…

• Comfortable

• Applied evenly and snugly –
but NOT too tight

• Positioned to avoid damage 
to tissue and healing

• To provide protection and 
support for an injured area

Bandages



What else do bandages do?
prevents movement, minimize pain, & provide comfortImmobilize

avoids contaminationProtect

tissue from drying outPrevent

thermal insulationProvide

self-inflicted traumaPrevent

dressings in placeHold

localized pressure- avert hemorrhage & swellingProvide


	Slide 1: Scrapes, Cuts, & Punctures- Wound Healing
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Wound cleaning
	Slide 5: Wound cleaning
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Topical treatment options
	Slide 8: Topical treatment options: Antibiotics
	Slide 9: Other Topical therapeutics
	Slide 10:  Other Topical Applications
	Slide 11:  Other Topical Applications
	Slide 12: Topical Applications
	Slide 13: Topical Applications
	Slide 14: Should be…
	Slide 15

