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Conservation Action Needed
Rehabilitators and Educators are important! 
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Improving Communication

❖Live Bird Working Group
❖Representatives working with live bird permits from all 

Service regions and Headquarters

❖Monthly coordination calls; Promote staff training

❖Guidance: Retired birds and rehab over 180 days

❖Live Bird Partners
❖ NWRA, IWRC, IAATE, TRC, USGS BBL, USDA Animal 

     Care, USFWS LBWG

❖Quarterly calls

   

Within the Service and External Partners
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Federal Regulations News

 Eagle Take and Nest Take 
Permits

 Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act

General and Specific Eagle 
Permits

 Regulatory Authorizations

 MBPM 12 – Evaluating 
Humane and Healthful 
Facilities for Rehabilitation

 Migratory Bird Permit 
Memorandum Series

 Proposed Education Rule



Migratory Bird Program - Conserving America’s Birds

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

 Eagles were removed from the list of Endangered Species in 2007

 Success story: from ~80 pairs in early 1970s to >1500 pairs today in the state (core 
breeding population)

 USFWS is responsible for eagle management across the country

 The management mandate is to maintain stable and/or increasing breeding 
populations of eagles 

 Region 4 (Ulgonda and Mariah)- manage all technical assistance and permitting 
requests for the southeastern U.S. 

 We work with the public to avoid and minimize impacts to nesting eagles to the 
degree practicable. 

(16 U.S.C. 668-668d)

The Act provides criminal penalties for persons who "take, possess, sell, purchase, barter, 
offer to sell, purchase or barter, transport, export or import, at any time or any manner, 
any bald eagle ... [or any golden eagle], alive or dead, or any part (including feathers), 
nest, or egg thereof."

The Act defines "take" as "pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, 
collect, molest or disturb."  Regulations further define "disturb" as “to agitate or bother a 
bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best 
scientific information available, 1) injury to an eagle, 2) a decrease in its productivity, by 
substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering 
behavior"
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Eagle Incidental 
Take Rule

 Final Rules – published February 
12, 2024. Went into effect April 12, 
2024

 Creates a new permitting 
system for instant ‘general’ 
permits, if applicant meets the 
criteria and can follow the 
permit conditions (no touch 
permits, cannot amend) 

 “Specific” permits are 
customizable and can be 
issued for multiple years  
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Regulatory Authorizations Rule   12.31.24
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Regulatory Authorizations Rule   12.31.24

Humane and Healthful Definition: Migratory Birds & Eagles

means using methods supported by the best available science that 

minimize fear, pain, stress, and suffering of a migratory bird held in 

possession. This definition applies during capture, possession (temporary 

or long term), and transport. 

Humane and healthful conditions pertain to handling (e.g., during 

capture, care, release, restraint, and training), housing (whether 

temporary, permanent, or during transport), shelter, feeding and 

watering, sanitation, ventilation, protection from predators and vermin, 

and, as applicable, enrichment, veterinary care, and euthanasia.
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Regulatory Authorizations Rule   12.31.24

May not 
need 
permit

Permit type 
may 

change



Is the primary purpose for 
conservation education 

and public archive?

Yes

No

Is the entity open to the 
general public?

Private entities must apply for the 
appropriate permit for their activities

NoYes

Is the entity operated as a 
governmental service or non-profit?

Yes

Eligible to possess 
specimens under 

50 CFR 21.18

No

Individuals and for-profit 
entities must apply for the 

appropriate permit for their 
activities

Authorizing possession of migratory birds for exhibition
Dead Birds

(for live birds, see slide 2)

Will the specimens be used for 
purposes not authorized in 50 

CFR 21.18 (e.g. sample 
collection)?

No

Yes

Entity must apply for 
the appropriate 
permit for their 

activities

Entity must apply 
for 

the appropriate 
permit for their 

activities

 “Open to the general public” means an entity that is open on a regularly scheduled basis during publicly posted hours 
of at least 400 hours per calendar year, such as for archive access or static display, or that conducts at least 12 public 
educational programs per year. The entity may charge a fee for entry or to attend programs. A program will not 
qualify as a public program if access is restricted to a limited group of individuals.

 “Governmental service” means services provided by government agencies, including Federal, Tribal, State, Territorial, 
or local agencies, as well as services provided by entities operating on behalf of a government agency, such as 
contractors. Those operating on behalf of an agency must have documentation (e.g., a letter from the agency) 
authorizing operation. The purpose of the exhibition must be for conservation education or scientific purposes, but 
the purpose of the agency does not need to be education or science. 

 “Not operated for profit,” also known as nonprofit organizations, means an entity that is privately endowed (i.e., 
funded) and documented in accordance with Internal Revenue Service tax-exempt standards under 26 U.S.C. 
501(c)(3) or similar Federal standards.

○ The term “endowed” is interpreted as synonymous with “funded” and does not require a minimum 
endowment to qualify as public. The Service recommends that an entity’s financial health and stability 
should be sufficient to cover the operational costs of the activities conducted as well as costs in the event of 
unexpected closure, such as placement of specimens or live birds.



Was the entity lawfully in 
possession of live birds 
under 21.12(b)(1) as of 

Dec. 31, 2024? 

Yes No

Does the entity want to 
transfer eligible birds to 
non-21.12(b)(1) entities?

Continue operating 
under conditions of 21.12 

(b)(1) until future 
rulemaking is completed

Entity must apply for 
the appropriate permit 

for their activities

NoYes

Entity must apply for 
the appropriate permit 

for their activities

Authorizing possession of migratory birds for exhibition
Live Birds

(for dead birds, see slide 1)
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Migratory Bird Permit 

Memorandum Series

Purpose of the MBPM series is to 

clarify regulations and other 

existing migratory bird permit 

policy to ensure consistent 

implementation of the migratory 

bird permit program
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MBPM 12: Evaluating Humane and Healthful 

Conditions at Rehabilitation Facilities
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Decision Tree: 

Euthanasia 

Assessment
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Proposed 

Education Rule



Migratory Bird Program - Conserving America’s Birds

STRETCH 

BREAK!
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ePermits
All applications, amendment requests, renewals and 

ANNUAL REPORTS  can now be submitted online!  https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws/
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ePermits: 

Account and 

Login.gov

Note: there are a high volume of log in help requests now.

You need both an ePermits 
account and a Login.gov 
account to log into ePermits. 

If you have a current permit, you 
have an account.



Migratory Bird Program - Conserving America’s Birds

Current Email address is important!

Changed your email address? 

¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ePermits. 

PLEASE Keep your email up to date in your ePermits account! 

All permits, renewal and annual report notices are being mailed 
from ePermits . Check your Spam Folder!
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Finding Active Permits & Applications

New “My Reports” Tab
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ePermits Application/Renewal

Step-by-step 9-minute Training video for renewals available!

Å Only most recent permit will show up 
in the list

ÅWill be a MBPER number that may 
differ from your usual permit 

      number, that’s just a version
Å  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ άwŜƴŜǿκ!ƳŜƴŘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ
Å  If Renew/Amend button not visible,   

submit ePermit support request
Å  If permit is expired, contact your  

Regional Office 
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Renew/Amend: Step by Step Instructions

Easy guidance for requesting a renewal/amendment 
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ePermits Application/Renewal

What to Expect in ePermits

Å If you already have a permit, submit a renewal, 
     do not create a new application please!
Å 60 minutes only to complete form
Å Section E may be required for renewal
Å Some information autofills from your account
Å You can pay fee in ePermits through Pay.gov
Å Credit card, debit card, check

Å Options to submit
Å Renew with changes 
Å Renew without changes     Be sure to still submit forms!
Å Amend

 

Watch 

Video!



Rehab/Possession Permits:

Renewals and Facilities Information
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ePermits : Automatic Emails 
& Reminders

Automatic Notices for Reports: 

 60 days

 30 days

 10 days before the report is due

Automatic Notices for Renewals 

60 days

30 days

Notice of Invalid Permit

System does not know (yet) that you have 
sent your report or renewal request in

IGNORE THE NOTICE IF YOU HAVE ALREADY 
SUBMITTED YOUR INFO!
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ePermits Annual Reports: Step by step
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Report Status will 

change from 

pending to received
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ePermits Help Center
Self-help is available! 

Videos and step by step instructions!
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ePermits: Still need help?

ePermits Help Center: Click on your type of 

issue and create a support ticket 
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STRETCH 

BREAK!
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Misc. Information & Resources

 Emergencies & Natural Disasters

 Tips: Rehab and Education Permits

 3-202-12 Transfer Forms

 Use for all live bird transfers, except 
Rehab to Rehab 

 Non-releasable Eagle Placement 
Policy

 Non-eagle Feather Repositories

 National Eagle Necropsy Program

 Helpful Resources

 FWS Contact Information Regional 
Offices



Emergencies/Natural Disasters

An Emergency Provision 
authorization is now included on ALL 
new, amended, and renewed 
permits: Birds must be housed at the 
location stated on your permit and 
cared for by you or your identified 
subpermittees (50 CFR 13.12(a)(2), 50 
CFR 13.42). However, in emergency 
circumstances (e.g. due to natural 
disaster, disease outbreak, structural 
failure, incapacitation or primary 
caretaker, etc.), in accordance with 
your emergency plan, you are 
authorized to transport and 
temporarily house birds at 
emergency location(s) not listed on 
your permit and/or emergency 
caretakers not identified as 
subpermittees provide care. 
Emergency housing and care 
conditions must be humane and 
healthful (50 CFR 13.41). 

See Permit Standard Conditions 
“Emergency Provision” that lists additional 
requirements when emergency provisions are 
necessary. 2/10/2025



Rehab Doôs and Donôts
Please read your permit and the

 attached standard conditions! 

When to euthanize birds admitted 
for rehab 50 CFR 21.31 (e)(4)(iii)

Rehab birds cannot be on display 

    (Social media, Facebook)

Report eagles/endangered species     

Report possible criminal violations!

Use of puppets for rehabilitation

Know the updated 10.13 List for 
your annual report!  



Special Purpose Possession Education

Dead and Live Possession

21.12 (b) Exemption

What your permit 
authorizes you to do

Housing guidelines

Retirement benefits for 
elderly ambassadors

Forms for Transfers

Attachments  
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3-202-12 Transfer Forms

Veterinary Letter Form link on page 2

BIG 3:
Vet letter
Photos
Experience
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3-202-12 Transfer Forms

Veterinary Letter Form link on page 2
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Eagle Placement Policy & Tribes

Disposition of live non-releasable bald eagles and golden eagles

Rehabilitator provides 
their Permit Office: 

Species, Age and Sex of eagle
Veterinary Letter

Type of Injury
Temperament 
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Non-Eagle Feather Repositories

Non-Tribal:

       Liberty Wildlife Non-Eagle Feather Repository

       Robert Mesta, Non-Eagle Feather Program Coordinator

       480/998-5550

http://libertywildlife.org/conservation/non -eagle-

       feather-repository/

Tribal:

        Sia (Comanche) Essential Species Repository 

        siainc@tds.net

        580/464-2750  

NEEDED:
- Roadrunner           -Various birds of prey
- Owls                        -Jays
- Songbirds               -Waterfowl
- Parrots                    -Macaws 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 

http://libertywildlife.org/conservation/non-eagle-feather-repository/
http://libertywildlife.org/conservation/non-eagle-feather-repository/
mailto:siainc@tds.net
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Non-Eagle Feather Repository Requests

Anhinga Red-tailed Hawk 

Northern Flicker 

American 
   Kestrel 



National Eagle Necropsy Program: 
Determining Cause of Death and 

Underlying Mortality Causes

*Golden Eagles and Bald Eagles

     *Lead   *Rodenticide Exposure   *AVM    *HPAI 

*Fresh dead, dead on arrival or euthanized/no treatment only

*Contact your Regional Permit Office for shipping information 



Links to Helpful Resources:
 3 Billion Birds: State of the Birds 2022

 HPAI: Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza

 Junior Duck Stamp Program

 National Eagle Repository

 Non-Eagle Feather Repositories

 Low-Cost Methods to Reduce Bird Collisions with Glass

 Bird Banding: A Conservation Tool

 Birds of Management Concern and Focal Species

 Climate Change

 Pollinators

 ePermits and ePermits Help Center General Inquiries

 Rehabilitation Application and FAQ Fact Sheet

 Special Purpose Possession Application and FAQ Fact Sheet

 Eagle Exhibition Application and FAQ Fact Sheet

https://www.stateofthebirds.org/2022/
https://www.fws.gov/avian-influenza
https://www.fws.gov/program/junior-duck-stamp
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-eagle-repository
https://www.fws.gov/service/non-eagle-feather-repositories
https://www.fws.gov/media/low-cost-methods-reduce-bird-collisions-glass
https://www.fws.gov/project/bird-banding-conservation-tool-within-migratory-bird-program-ducks-geese-doves-and-more
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Birds-of-Management-Concern-and-Focal-Species.2011_2.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/initiative/climate-change
https://www.fws.gov/initiative/pollinators
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws?id=fws_contact_us
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws?id=fws_kb_view&sys_id=7af88d7d1bdb50101f45dbdbe54bcbea
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws?id=fws_kb_view&sys_id=ee0d09351b1f50101f45dbdbe54bcb02
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws?id=fws_kb_view&sys_id=930c1d981bff14104fa520eae54bcb02
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Contact Info: Permit Office

https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/contact-us

Region 1 Pacific   

 PermitsR1MB@fws.gov

Region 2 Southwest    

 PermitsR2MB@fws.gov

Region 3 Midwest   

 PermitsR3MB@fws.gov

Region 4 Southeast  

 PermitsR4MB@fws.gov

Region 5 Northeast  

 PermitsR5MB@fws.gov

Region 6 Mountain Prairie 

PermitsR6MB@fws.gov

Region 7 Alaska 

       PermitsR7MB@fws.gov

Region 8 Pacific Southwest

 PermitsR8MB@fws.gov
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Questions from 

Audience?
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