
PAULA WOODSIDE, WWR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

WWR PRESENTS:

 RACCOON REHABILITATION



GENERAL

• WWR - Emphasis on reuniting. 

• MDWFP:

• Release in County of Origin.

• No non-releaseable mammalian wildlife. However, no timeline in Rehab. 

• MS & Rabies



VETERINARY SUPPORT

• Veterinary Care 

• Sedation & Reversal

• Vaccines - only after TWO ROUNDS of vaccines do our kits touch the ground. 
Total of three rounds.

• Dewormer (Strongid/Panacur) + Corid (maintenance to prevent coccidia)



PROCEDURES

• Our Rehabbers: Transport/Quarantine or Rehab - no one does it all.

• We pick up, initial exam and testing, then quarantine 21 days.

• Once the raccoon kits become proficient bottle feeders and are stable, they go 
home with our home-based rehabbers for up to three months of age, then they 
must return to our facility to complete Boot Camp and bond with their release 
group.



QUARANTINE
• Currently 21 days. But have had a raccoon kit pop CDV positive at 22 days.

• Extremely hard on solos. If introduced to others clock starts over for all in the group.

• Separate buildings. Observation Room to Nursery to Home-based Rehabbers once stable and are 
proficient at bottle feeding.  

• Rehabbers to send photos of output daily.

• If in same building with same ventilation system, this is NOT a quarantine.  

• YOU are the vector!

• Boot wash. Decon yourself, clothes and all equipment between groups. DO not mix bottles and  
equipment between groups.

• Kit with artificial mama:

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/19MRYbwwbc/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/19MRYbwwbc/?mibextid=wwXIfr


NURSERY

• Nursery

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1C2uRR5eQt/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1C2uRR5eQt/?mibextid=wwXIfr


ENRICHMENT
• ENRICHMENT

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1JGuyJ3Am6/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/14buk2bW84/?mibextid= 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1633FY4z8z/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18qRKS3Uii/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19jhAimBet/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/15ggttGQgW/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19sr9tBvZ5/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• Expose them to their natural foods: pinecones, acorns, worms, fish, eggs etc

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1JGuyJ3Am6/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/14buk2bW84/?mibextid=
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1633FY4z8z/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18qRKS3Uii/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19jhAimBet/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/15ggttGQgW/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19sr9tBvZ5/?mibextid=wwXIfr


EQUIPMENT
• Equipment:

• Thermal sensor

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BgRnoZQXc/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• Frabill nets

• Squeeze cage

• Head hoods

• Release Trailer & surveillance equipment

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BgRnoZQXc/?mibextid=wwXIfr


FACILITY PROBLEMS

• Problems encountered at our facility:

• Vibrio Cholera: NEVER put shellfish or fish on ground, use kiddie pools or 
large bowls.

• Strangles: Treatment: Baytril & Clavamox + Prednisolone

• Fairy Inkcap Mushrooms

• Cracker / Meth babies: Withdrawal, Pain management with metacam, tarry 
discharge, hydrate, hydrate, hydrate!



FLYSTRIKE

•  Flystrike 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BSCfyAGUA/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• CAPSTAR (Petsmart) or CAPGUARD (Petco)

• Dilute one 2-25lb tab in 5 ml water. Using 1mL syringe (without needle) suck up diluted mix 
and insert 1/2 cm into rectum.

• For external maggots and eggs do not get wet. Instead sprinkle baby power, corn starch or 
Diatomaceous Earth (DE) through coat. Let sit several minutes then comb out and 
shampoo.

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BSCfyAGUA/?mibextid=wwXIfr


•  A CASE STUDY ON SCRUFFY
• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/12Cb5WL7VUr/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BQt6yWqHV/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/18X39ABFjJ/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/17praC9YdN/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1B4Gdmo7sb/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BoftiAo6X/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1LiWasaU9i/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/12Cb5WL7VUr/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BQt6yWqHV/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/18X39ABFjJ/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/17praC9YdN/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1B4Gdmo7sb/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BoftiAo6X/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1LiWasaU9i/?mibextid=wwXIfr


SCRUFFY (CONTINUED)
• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1Br2Bp2pua/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1YaqcBmrPk/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18fz1Lr1e6/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/12DnPCUWgcn/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/12GqFqKAfq8/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/155jn8GXHG/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/19jksGaVgz/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1Br2Bp2pua/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1YaqcBmrPk/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18fz1Lr1e6/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/12DnPCUWgcn/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/12GqFqKAfq8/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/155jn8GXHG/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/19jksGaVgz/?mibextid=wwXIfr


WHAT A DIFFERENCE 30 DAYS CAN MAKE



PARVO AND CDV

• Parvo & CDV:

• Snap Tests: CDV positive - Euthanasia. 

• IDEXX tests for Parvo via Vet.

• CDV+ remain carriers and will have seizures later on down the road. Ref “Parker”. Blood 
draw/antibodies. Seizures started after age of eight months. CDV renders raccoons non-
releaseable and we euthanize.

• “Neurological Parvo” - Yes, these viruses are mutating, but we are also getting to be better 
rehabbers.

• Our supportive care is producing survivors. And then, a day or two later they “lose” their 
legs. This is encephalitis and must be treated with steroids.



PARVO
• WWR’s PARVO TREATMENT:  (Revised June 2024) 

• Note: Treat all babies exposed even if they are not showing any signs.

• TAMIFLU (75mg capsules) mixing instructions:

• 1 – 75mg capsule contents into 10cc water gives you 7.5mg/ml

• Raccoons weight in lbs times 2 divided by 7.5 will give you your dose in mL. Administer rectally!

• Give that amount every 12 hrs ON TIME!

• If they are showing symptoms give full dose every 12 hrs. If they are NOT showing any 
symptoms but have been exposed treat with half dose every 12 hrs. If they get worse increase to 
full dose.

• ◦ Along with Tamiflu also give antibiotic SMZ TMP 2x daily and one injectable Convenia shot.

• ◦ Push SubQ Fluids around the clock - Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate…I can’t say that enough.



PARVO (CONTINUED)

• Incorporate the following:

• Mix 1/2 tsp Baking Soda with 1 cup Pedialyte (Flavored). Dose: 10mL orally three (3) 
times Daily. Keep solution Refrigerated and discard after 24 hours.

• Pepto/Kaopectate (mixed 50/50), then give 1/2cc  or use “Pro-Pectalin” via Veterinarian.

• If vomiting occurs, administer Injectable Cerenia.

• To combat diarrhea and intestinal distress, metronidazole for ten(10) days.

• NOTE: Once ten (10) day Parvo Anti-Viral (Tamiflu) treatment completes, wait 12 hours 
then begin prednisolone regimen to prevent neuro issues caused by Parvo Encephalitis. 
Same dosage as puppy of the same weight.



NEUROLOGY NOTES
• Special Note from Vet Neurologist:

• “Parvovirus encephalitis is pretty rare in dogs but it does happen. Trouble is, 
there is no real effective way to treat. Antivirals don’t really make it into 
brain/spinal tissue which is why the virus, if it gets in there, can proliferate. One 
option to try to mitigate the inflammation that may be induced by the parvovirus 
(and causes the damage) is a steroid called prednisone. Its use is 
contraindicated when you are faced with an infection but at low doses, it should 
be able to have its anti-inflammatory capabilities without its anti-immune side 
effects and it gets into nervous tissue. Its a long shot but worth a try. The dose for 
dogs is 0.5 mg/kg orally every 12 hours for about two weeks, then once a day for 
two weeks then every other day for two weeks. Your local vet should be able to 
prescribe it for you. Tell them a veterinary neurologist recommended it and I’d be 
happy to communicate that with them if needed. It is readily available in a liquid 
form.  Its important to slowly taper it off. It may be more protective than curative. 
So giving it with every patient might prevent you seeing the neurological signs 
later.



• As I mentioned, in dogs its super rare so not talked about much. That being 
said its important to know that is what you are treating in your raccoons. There 
are other diseases that could hop on board when the immune system is 
compromised, like intestinal parasites (coccidia), other viral infections and 
bacterial encephalitis/meningitis. My suggestion is to get a raccoon that you 
have lost to LSU as soon as possible and have a full necropsy done by the 
school, making sure they know it was neurological prior to euthanasia/death. 
Video helps a lot to explain the signs to them, but saying “lost the ability to use 
the rear limbs” works too.



• If the Raccoons are really young and they get the infection during gestation, they 
may be born with a developmental problem in the cerebellum secondary to viral 
infection. The parvovirus that affects kittens causes this and about the time they start 
to walk, people notice they appear to walk with a drunken gait. They can live with the 
damage though. Sometimes, with viral infections, the virus does its damage while 
the immune system is down, but once the immune system is up and strong, it clears 
the virus. Unfortunately, the nervous system does not repair itself (generally 
speaking) so once the damage is done - its usually that way forever. Patients may 
be able to compensate a little but thats probably not helpful to a wild raccoon. The 
university may freak out a little thinking they have rabies because parvo viral 
encephalitis/meningits can look a lot like some forms of rabies. Again, its a viral thing 
and not much you can do but having a definitive diagnosis would help to rule out 
other potential treatable conditions (like coccidia or bacterial meningitis).”



POWER MUSH
• POWER MUSH RECIPE

• Base Ingredients:

• 1 can ProPlan CN

• 1 quart Fresh Berries of choice

• 2 Sweet Potatoes cooked and skinned

• 2 Ripe Bananas

• 1 tsp Cinnamon

• 2 tsp Local Organic Honey

• 1 tbsp Natural Yogurt or Kafir

• 2 Eggs

• Combine all ingredients in food processor and blend until smooth.



BOOT CAMP
• Vaccines - only after TWO ROUNDS of vaccines do our kits touch the ground. Total of three rounds, canine 

& feline.

• All raccoon kits return to our facility to bond with their release group and to go through Boot Camp.

• BOOT CAMP: Swimming, climbing, fishing, hunting live prey, trap avoidance training.

• - Danger shrill, all clear and worried.

• - People who have raised raccoons illegally and want to turn a “pet” in.

• In tub:

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15g5rSz6zK/?mibextid= 

• Tree

• https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1EEqKDd4at/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

• Tree to tree:

• https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19mHGYK5DY/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15g5rSz6zK/?mibextid=
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1EEqKDd4at/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19mHGYK5DY/?mibextid=wwXIfr


RELEASES

• WWR does a "Super-Soft" Release, by either releasing on our property or by 
releasing by way of our "Coonvertible". We release our raccoons at six months 
of age. We release in the Fall and again in the Spring. 



THE END
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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