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NOL g
AMERICAN
RIVER OTTERS!




FELONY

! THE COOLEST BUDDY
" YOU CAN HAVE!!



HOW CAN ANYONE
NOT FALL

IN LOVE WITH THIS!!



Facts

North American river otter (Lontra canadensis) is an apex predator
In the aquatic world.

Males can reach thirty pounds and four feet in length. They are very
strong and muscular.

Otters can reach up to |15 mph on land and 6 mph underwater as well
as dive to 45ft and breath hold for up to 8 min.

They have webbed feet and a narrow-streamlined body promoting speed
and maneuverability underwater



Otters' whiskers help them detect prey and objects in dark water and
very sharp claws allow them to hold onto most anything they catch.

A healthy otter will have very dense soft fur which highly insulates them
against the cold. Their hides are very tough allowing them to endure
more serious bites or wounds.

Oddly enough, baby otters have no idea how to swim and are quite
terrified of water when they first encounter it.

Remember you will be playing the role of mom so part of that is teaching
about water and swimming.






When the baby first arrives:

Visually check the baby over.

Get a weight on the baby.

Temp at your discretion, does the baby feel hot or

cold? Normal rectal is 100.4F

If eyes open, condition of them. Otters with eyes just open are going to
have a blue grey color, this is normal for a week or so.

Any injuries or illness’ that are obvious!?



At this point we can decide one of several ways
to g0.

Establishing a priority.

Does the baby need hydration?

Are meds a concern!

If injured what is the nature of the injury, does it prohibit any of the

above!

Can the baby be fed!?



If the baby is injured:

What is the nature of the injury. Can the baby be stabilized or does it
need vet care.

Do not be afraid to provide care for a wound or break.
Cuts can be sutured or glued, breaks can be splinted or cast.
Infections can be treated topically or with injections or oral meds.

We use Clavamox, Baytril, SMZ, Clindamycin and Metronidazole. These
are a acceptable to use on mustelids.



If the baby is sick: Remember

Otters are obligate nose breathers. A stuffy otter cannot nurse!!

Aspiration pneumonia is harder on them than some other babies.
Break out the tube if need be.

If the baby is lethargic determine the reason. Check glucose levels.
Normal glucose should be between 120-200

Otters are subject to a long list of illnesses.
Most common are respiratory, Ferret Corona virus, Gl issues and

parasites Don’t be surprised to find a very young otter loaded with
internal parasites.



We have the baby stable and ready, now what!

Bedding that holds heat is very important for the babies. Otters cannot

effectively regulate body temperature for the first 28-30 days. Incubator
setting should be 85-90F

Baby otters do not need to be wet or introduced to water until 6-8
weeks old.

Ok....... the baby is settled, now what????



Baby otters are obligate nose breathers. This means as a baby
or a young otter they cannot nurse with a stuffy nose. They
cannot breathe through their mouth. Their epiglottis is over
their pallet, which is soft as a baby, and seals the airway from the
oral pharynx. They can breathe through their nose while nursing
but cannot nurse if their nose is stopped up or congested. These
vabies must be tube fed. Rodents, rabbits and horses cannot
oreathe through their mouths and remain obligate nose
oreathers for their lifespan.




*An actual pup
showing
measurement
for tube that
you would use
on an otter



If the baby can be fed what is appropriate for it:

Never feed a hypothermic baby!!!

If the baby needs formula we use Fox Valley Beaver milk which covers
otters. Other acceptable formulas are Esbilac Puppy or Zoologic 33/40.
Dilute formula 3-1 for the first couple feedings.

If food, decide what it can handle.






What diet should | feed!?

Live fish is the best diet they can have!! Wait how can a baby catch live
fish???

THEY CAN'T!! Babies wean at 3-4 months

Baby otters require a soft food to start out. This can be introduced

around 5-6 weeks. Their baby teeth come in at 5 days and they start
getting canines at |2.

We feed scrambled eggs as the first solid food they get. We then add
IAMS cat food to the eggs and let it soak then cook we add Thiamine or
a MAZURI aquatic mammal vitamin crushed up, this must be added to
cool food as heat will kill the BI.

Next comes a meat product.






What diet should have.

Thiamine. Thiamine, thiamine!!!

Dilated Cardiomyopathy kills many mustelids due to caretakers not
realizing the importance of Thiamine in their diet.

Thiamine deficiency is probably more detrimental to mustelids than any
other species. Adult otters require 120-140mg of thiamine per day.

Frozen or dead fish is virtually free of thiamine due to the presence of
THIAMINASE. This is essentially an antinutrient.

Fresh cleaned fish is ok if fed immediately.









Adult otter meal
















OTTER BITES






Habitats
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Questions???

| will try to find you the answer or make
up something you will believe!!!

Feel free to reach out to us if we can be
of any help at all:

Otterspacewildlife@gmail.com
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E

ALL THIS POSSIBL



Thank you for coming
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