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FOX CARE and REHAB

We are all students of Mother 
Nature when we care for or 

raise her children.



In Florida we have two distinct species of 
Fox

 
 The smallest of the two is the Grey (gray) Fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) 
and is the one seen least by rehabbers. They are their own species of 
Canidae. There are only two breeds in their family.

The second fox is the Red Fox(Vulpes vulpes Linn) and belong to the 
Canidae family. This is a larger fox and is the one commonly depicted in 
movies and books.









Let's begin by determining the correct name.

Is it Grey or Gray????



Technically both names are correct.  

Gray is the preferred American English name

Grey is the preferred British and other English-speaking lands.



Let's begin with the Grey, as they are called.  These are diminutive in size 
weighing typically, between six and twelve pounds. 

Their length is on average less than forty inches including their tail.

These small animals are omnivorous and eat a huge variety of things, from 
meat to berries and vegetables.  

There are only two fox with semi-retractable claws, and it is the two in this 
species,  the other being the island fox in the Channel Islands. 

Along with the claws they have  rotating wrists like a cat which allow their 
incredible climbing ability.



Interesting facts about the Grey Fox

 They have oval pupils instead of slits like the red fox.

They are the oldest known species of fox dating back 3.6 million years.

Their closest genetic relatives are the Asian raccoon dog and the African bat eared fox.

Another interesting thing about them is they 33 pairs of chromosomes compared to only
17 pair for the Red fox.

Their breeding season in the South is typically late February to April with a gestation period 
53 days.



Red Fox information

Red fox are the most seen of all fox. And cover most of
North America.  

Typical animal size is between 10-25 pounds and can reach a total
length of 48 inches. A height of 18 inches is not uncommon.

Red fox are predators and eat small prey such as rabbits, rodents,
birds, and some fruit.  They will prey on the smaller grey fox.
We have found ours love baby carrots.

In Australia red fox are considered one of the worlds worst invasive
Species.

 



Red fox first originated in Eurasia approximately 400,000 yrs ago, 
appearing in North America approximately 130,000 yrs ago.

Males are not monogamous and will have one or more females
he services as a mate. The red fox is susceptible to predation from
bobcat, coyote, wolves, and domestic dogs.

It is very rare that a fox will attack a house cat or small dog as they
are not part of their normal diet.  

Having said that, please understand fox in general are a rabies vector
animal. Rabies is, for all purposes,100% fatal in humans.















When the baby first arrives:

    Visually check the baby over.

     Get a weight on the baby.  

     Temp at your discretion, does the baby feel hot or                  

     cold?  Normal rectal is 103-104 deg F

     If eyes open, condition of them. Fox with eyes just open may                                        

have a blue grey color, this is normal for a  few weeks or so.

    ŰǃШŔŰŢƨƖŔĲƚШŸƖШŔũũŰĲƚƚќШƣőċƣШċƖĲШŸĤƻŔŸƨƚе



Assessing injuries or condition of your intake 
 
Determine age and care required.

Young fox you may get are normally in fair health as mother fox are very 
good caretakers, unless something has happened to mom. Lots of 
times someone has picked the baby up and either is now afraid of 
ĤĲŔŰŊШĦċƨŊőƣШƽŔƣőШŔƣШŸƖШŢƨƚƣШŉŔŊƨƖĲĬШŸƨƣШŔƣќƚШŰŸƣШċШĬŸŊЮШ
Taking fox in Florida is prohibited. They can be run with dogs but not 
harmed.  

Baby gray and red fox are dark colored and very fluffy when very young 
and can be mistaken for any number of small dog pups, like a 
Pomeranian.



Once you have looked the fox over you have to decide a course of action.

If the baby is a juvenile do not feed it if it is cold.  We use incubators at 90 
deg F with very small babies as they cannot maintain their temperature.  
Heating pads are good if they can get off them if they get to hot.  Conair 
brand from Dollar General do not normally have an auto shut off feature.

If the baby is dehydrated but warm get some fluids in the baby.  Pedialyte is 
ƚċŉĲШƣŸШƨƚĲЯШċŰĬШƽĲШċũƽċǃƚШƽċƖůШŔƣШƣŸШƣőĲШƣŸƨĦőЯШĬŸŰќƣШŊŔƻĲШċШĤċĤǃШĦŸũĬШ
fluids.  If you need to Sub-Q fluids to a cold baby, warm fluid first.  If you are 
giving an IV run the lines back and forth on a heating pad to warm the fluid.  
Sub-Q is relatively safe, as you are putting it in the interstitial space verses 
intravascular, just do not over do it.  In either of these cases consult with 
someone who can guide you if unsure.





Five Day old Reds


