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History of Wildlife Rehabilitation

● Started in the late 1970’s
● 1982 NWRA was formed

○ Provide information and training
○ Establish standards

● Today it is a profession requiring knowledge and skill
● Wildlife Code of Ethics





The Mission
● Why do you want become a wildlife 

rehabilitator?
● The mystery behind getting licensed
● Obey all State and Federal Regulations
● The scene of the rehabilitation
● The search for a veterinarian
● Fundraising, money?
● Hazard!! Compassion Fatigue, Burnout
● Mystery solved!  Ready to open

        



The Investigation: What makes 
you want to become a wildlife 

rehabilitator
● Volunteered at a center?
● Finished an internship at a center?
● Have always loved working with 

animals?
● Retired?
● Think it would be a fun thing to 

do?



Looking for a rewarding job 
that pays?

May be out there but very difficult to find

Rank State Average Salary

1 California $40,552

2 Texas $32,605

3 Illinois $35,017

4 Minnesota $36,624



Average Salary For A Licensed 

Rehabilitator
Wildlife Rehabilitators in America make an average salary of $37,928 

per year or $18 per hour. The top 10 percent makes over $53,000 per 
year, while the bottom 10 percent under $26,000 per year.

Gender Ratio
Male 20.0%, Female 80.0%



The Mystery On Where To Begin

1. Check your state regulations
2. Federal regulations, USFW, USDA
3. Sponsorship?
4. State application process
5. Is a test required?
6. Veterinarian search
7. Experience?!  

Do Your Research

Check with your state agency directly before 
completing an application, contact information is 
available online



Common State Regulations

● Must be 18 years old
● Access to veterinary care
● Facilities inspection
● Application process
● What are you legally allowed to do

https://www.animaledu.com/Careers/Wildlife-Rehabilitation-Careers/Wildlife-Reh
abilitation-State-Requirements?d=1



 Differing State Regulations 

❖ Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Must be 18 years old, at least 1 year of experience, 1,000 hours 

working/volunteering with a permitted rehabilitator

❖ Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Must be 18 years old, obtaining a sponsor.  The sponsor must be 

licensed for at least 3 years before sponsoring. 



Location, Location, Location

● HOA
● City or County Zoning and 

regulations
● Rent (Landlord) or own?



Caging And Supplies
● Purchase Minimum Standards for Wildlife 

Rehabilitation by Erica Miller, DVM
● Check with hospitals and vet clinics for 

supplies
● What space do you have for caging?





The Search For A Veterinarian

● Network with other rehabilitators
● Do you already have a veterinarian 

for you pets
● Contact local School of Veterinary 

Medicine
● Contact veterinarians with exotic 

veterinary experience
● You are not a veterinarian unless 

you have DVM after your name!



Money, donations and Fundraising 

● Ask for donations on your social 
media page

● Grants
● Gives Day
● Host a fundraising event
● Ask the public when animals are 

brought in
● Veterinary discounts 



Staffing, Record Keeping, 
Training

● Receptionist/answering the 
phone

● Record keeping program
● Year End Reporting 
● Volunteer/intern/staff training
● Educating the public 



Hazards

● Compassion Fatigue
● Burn out

○ No capacity limits
○ Reunites
○ No help
○ Taking in species you do 

not have experience with



COMPASSION FATIGUE, BURNOUT!   

1. No vacations
2. No time for yourself
3. Family commitments  
4. No help
5. Wanting to save them all!
6. Euthanasia
7. 24/7 job



All systems are go?!

● All your permits in place?
● Communicated with your sponsor?
● Volunteers/interns/staff trained and 

ready
● Do you have everything you need?
● Take in a deep breath



Mystery Solved: Ready To Open

 
● Cages are up
● Supplies are ready
● Inspection complete
● Veterinarian picked
● THE DOORS ARE OPEN!



We Are In This Together
● Know that there are people out there to help you.  
● Reach out when you don’t know something.  
● Continue to learn by attending conferences national, local, in 

person or online.
● Create a good library 
● Have a shoulder to lean on from time to time



THANK YOU!
Lea Peshock
Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator
Woodlandwildlifeconsulting@gmail.com
Boulder, Colorado
303-709-2901
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