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Warning: 

graphic images



Began mid-February 2024

Wing fractures

• near joints

• comminuted 

• compound

Outcomes:

 

3 birds treated

others euthanized 

Event 1



Early steps: 

• Recognition of event commonalities

• Birds saved for forensic necropsies

• Multi-organizational investigation

• Law enforcement notified



Case definition:

trauma to one or both wings, body
beach location

19 Feb- 7 March 2024

Results:

30 Brown pelicans

3   in treatment
21 collected at FWH
6   found dead on beach 0
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Location:

• Brevard county-primary

• 3   Patrick Space Force Station
• 11 Satellite Beach
• 1   Indian Harbour Beach
• 3   Indialantic
• 9   Melbourne Beach
• 3   Vero Beach

3 birds with USGS bird bands



Postmortem examinations:

30 event total 

27 postmortem exams

6 found dead in advanced stages of decomposition

21 full necropsies conducted

samples
muscle
vitreous humor
stomach contents
histology



Results:

2   animals with left and right wing Fx (bound together)
13 left wing Fx (1 bound)
9   right wing Fx
1   right wing soft tissue 
1   right wind luxation (decomposed)
1   right leg
1   body (pectoral bones)
2   advanced decomposition



BWRI-2402 BWRI-2403  and 2404



Results:

17  fish
4  shrimp
2  crab
4  vegetation/algae
3  empty
1  scavenged/decomposed
1   wood



Public awareness

March 4
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Public awareness

March 4



The good news



The End

…or was it? 



Event 2

Began 23 December 2025

9 Brown pelicans

all euthanized 

 



unilateral wing fractures – 8

bilateral wing fractures – 1

1 had healing wounds on head and pouch

fish remains

Results:Postmortem examinations:

9 event total 

7 postmortem exams (1 CT scan)



Public awareness

Jan 6



Forensic trauma modeling 



The End

…hopefully. 

Thanks to:

• Florida Wildlife Hospital staff and volunteers

• FWH donors

• University of Florida

   Veterinary Forensic Science Laboratory

• Volunteers at Blue World Research Institute
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