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Warning:

graphic images




Event 1

Began mid-February 2024

Wing fractures
* near joints
« comminuted
« compound

QOutcomes:

3 birds treated
others euthanized




Early steps:

« Recognition of event commonalities
« Birds saved for forensic necropsies
« Multi-organizational investigation

 Law enforcement notified




Case definition:

trauma to one or both wings, body
beach location

19 Feb- 7 March 2024 Pelican carcass 2024 intake dates

Results:

dead on beach

30 Brown pelicans
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3 in treatment
21 collected at FWH
6 found dead on beach




Location:

« Brevard county-primary

3 Patrick Space Force Station
11 Satellite Beach

1 Indian Harbour Beach

3 Indialantic

9 Melbourne Beach

3 Vero Beach

3 birds with USGS bird bands




Postmortem examinations:

30 event total

27 postmortem exams
6 found dead in advanced stages of decomposition samples
21 full necropsies conducted

muscle

vitreous humor
stomach contents
histology




Results:
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animals with left and right wing Fx (bound together)
3 left wing Fx (1 bound)

right wing Fx

right wing soft tissue

right wind luxation (decomposed)

right leg

body (pectoral bones)

advanced decomposition




BWRI-2402 BWRI-2403 and 2404



Results:

17 fish
4  shrimp
2 crab
4 vegetation/algae
3 empty
1 scavenged/decomposed
1 wood
».
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Public awareness

March 4

ENTERTAINMENT CRIME HUMAN INTEREST LIFESTYLE ROYALS STYLEWATCH SHOPPING

»MARTHA SUGALSKI » GREG WARMOTH
EYEWITNESS NEWS EYEWITNESS NEWS

CURRENTS  BUSHNELL | Jfff PCLOUDY 76°

HUMAN INTEREST ANIMALS
Brevard County wildlife hospital takes in 20 pelicans with broken wings

24 Pelicans Were Euthanized Due to Broken WETV chamels Q- TR (e
Wings: Is Someone Injuring Them
Intentionally?

Local and federal authorities are investigating a suspicious number of pelicans found along the Florida coast with the

type of compound wing fracture

By KC Baker

Is someone breaking pelicans' wings
in Brevard? Rehab euthanizes 39
pelicans since Feb. 19

.
@ Myﬁ X-ray shows t of the damage e broken wing of a pelican found injured in Brevard County. (Photo courtesy of Florida Wildlife Hospital)

024 | Updated 12:16 p.m. ET March 4, 2024 . . . L. .
Incident involving dozens of injured pelicans found on Brevard

@ County beaches deemed 'suspicious'

BY GREG PALLONE | BREVARD COUNTY
PUBLISHED 8:17 PM ET MAR. 07, 2024



Public awareness

March 4 Pelican carcass 2024 intake dates

dead on beach
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The good news >




THE END

...Oor was it?



Event 2

Began 23 December 2025

9 Brown pelicans
all euthanized




Postmortem examinations: Results:

9 event total unilateral wing fractures - 8

7 postmortem exams (1 CT scan) bilateral wing fractures - 1
1 had healing wounds on head and pouch

fish remains




_ Florida Wildlife Hospital
Public awareness investigating spike in suspicious
pellcan death5° 'Hurts our heart’

By Esther Bower | Updated | \ ty | FOX350rlando | 44

Jan 6

Wildlife shelter posts reward to end maiming of pelicans

Pelicans

12/23/2024 12/26/2024 1/3/2025 1/5/2025 1/7/2025

Published 2 months ago - Oak Island, United States - Updated 2 months ago 0 @ @ e O @ é) D @

Date Wildlife shelter offering reward money for
info on dead and injured pelicans

OAK ISLAND, NC (WWAY) — A Brunswick County animal g#€lter is offering reward moMgy over a rash of
dead and injured pelicans. Sea Biscuit Wildlife Shelter is &§fering a $10,000 reward for igformation leading
to the arrest and conviction of the person or persons who may"sassgsnonsible foriai®ing and/or killing
pelicans. Mary Ellen Rogers is the owner of the shelter. She says several injured or dead pelicans have
been washing up along Qak Island..



Forensic trauma modeling




The End

...hopefully.

Thanks to:

Florida Wildlife Hospital staff and volunteers
FWH donors

University of Florida

Veterinary Forensic Science Laboratory
Volunteers at Blue World Research Institute
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