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Rehabilitation

Temporary possession of sick, 
injured, or orphaned wildlife to 
provide for the proper treatment 
and care of such wildlife for the 
specific purpose of release 
back into the wild. This process 
aims to minimize human 
interaction while maximizing the 
animal's chances of survival 
and successful reintegration 
into the wild.
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The wildlife rehabilitation permit does not authorize 
rehabilitation of wildlife not native to the state of Florida.



The wildlife rehabilitation 
permit does not authorize 

rehabilitation of wildlife 
that did not originate from 

the wild in Florida



This wildlife rehabilitation 
permit does not authorize 
rehabilitation of marine turtles 
or marine mammals. 
Rehabilitation of marine turtles 
and marine mammals shall be 
as otherwise authorized by the 
Commission.



For the purposes of 
this rule, reptiles 

may only be 
possessed if they 
are sick or injured 
and shall not be 

considered 
orphaned.



A federal permit authorizing 
rehabilitation of migratory 
birds, issued by the United 

States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), is also 

required if possessing 
migratory birds for 

rehabilitation purposes. 



Becoming a Rehabber 
Operate as an Apprentice rehabilitator under a 
sponsor for at least one (1) year. 

Apprentice – a permittee who is operating under 
the supervision of a General rehabilitator while 
learning the necessary skills to be a successful 
rehabilitator.

Sponsor – a General wildlife rehabilitation 
permittee who elects to mentor an Apprentice 
wildlife rehabilitation permittee for the purpose of 
providing oversight, guidance, and training to 
assist the Apprentice in becoming a General 
wildlife rehabilitator.



Continuing 
Education (CE)

https://cwrexam.org/approved-ce-list/

https://cwrexam.org/approved-ce-list/


Rehabbing 
Class I or II 

wildlife
1,000 hours of 

experience



Venomous 
Reptiles

• In order to rehabilitate 
native venomous reptiles, 
applicants shall 
demonstrate experience 
requirements in 
accordance with 
paragraph 68A-
6.017(2)(e), F.A.C. 



Experience 



Apprentice 
rehabilitators
•  Apprentice facilities no more than 120 miles from the 

sponsor facility.

• Shall maintain a sponsor at all times.

• Authorized for wildlife species for which their sponsor is 
authorized without meeting additional experience 
requirements.

• Apprentice rehabilitators who are at the same facility 
location as sponsor shall have independent records and not 
commingle wildlife.

• If a sponsor withdraws their sponsorship, the Apprentice 
shall obtain a new sponsor within thirty (30) days. An 
apprentice shall not be in possession of wildlife held under 
the authority of this rule without a sponsor.

• No off-site volunteers.



Sponsor 
responsibilities
A sponsor is responsible for assisting their 
Apprentice(s) as necessary with:

• Learning about relevant wildlife laws and 
regulations;

• Basic care of native wildlife, to include animal 
behavior, husbandry, nutritional 
requirements, rehabilitative care, and 
ecology;

• Determining appropriate equipment needed 
for wildlife rehabilitation; and

• Learning and understanding standards in 
wildlife rehabilitation, as established by the 
International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council.



Sponsor cont.
Sponsor must perform a physical site check of each 
Apprentice’s facility every 3 months 
Only 3 apprentices 
Document :
• Species and number of all wildlife currently 

undergoing rehabilitation at the facility.
• Intake records for all wildlife at the facility.
• Treatment plan for all sick or injured wildlife at the 

facility.
• Care records for all orphaned infant wildlife at the 

facility.
• All disposition records.
• Overview of condition of the facility, to include 

sanitation, nutrition, and caging.
• Verification that rehabilitation is being conducted in a 

manner that minimizes human interaction and 
maximizes the wildlife’s chances of survival and 
successful reintegration into the wild.

• Deficiencies noted and guidance given for areas of 
improvement.



• 10 Offsite Volunteers
• Must be approved the Commission.
• No more than 120 miles from the main 

permitted rehabilitation facility.
• When not at the main facility location, wildlife 

shall only be rehabilitated at the approved off-
site location.

• Off-site volunteers shall demonstrate 
experience requirements.

• Subject to inspection

Off-Site Volunteers



• General rehabber is fully responsible for the off-site 

volunteer

• Maintain a current valid list of all off-site volunteers at their 

facility. 

• Maintain list of wildlife at off-site volunteer

• All wildlife shall be physically admitted to the main 

rehabilitation facility prior to being transferred to an off-site 

volunteer’s location. 

•  USFWS to rehab migratory birds

• All wildlife, except migratory birds, shall be returned to the 

General rehabilitator’s facility no more than 1 week after the 

animal is weaned, or when they reach 12 weeks in age.

Off-Site Volunteers cont.



Facility requirements.



Facility Requirements cont.



Facility Requirements cont.



Facility Requirements 
cont.
• Cages or enclosures housing wildlife shall be constructed 

so as to prevent escape and protect the caged animal from 
injury. 

• Wildlife shall be maintained in humane conditions and 
within compatible groups, including separation of prey and 
predator species by visual barriers.

• Wildlife 12 weeks of age or older shall not be grouped in 
enclosures in a way which impedes the rehabilitation, 
natural behavior, or movement for the species being 
housed.

• All enclosures shall be marked, so as to be traceable to 
written records identifying the animal(s) held within each 
enclosure. Such records shall be maintained and made 
available for inspection by Commission personnel.



Care requirements.



Care requirements.
Wildlife rehabilitation permits do not 
authorize treatment beyond basic medical 
care. Treatment beyond basic medical care 
shall include, but is not limited to:

• Surgery.

• Amputation.

• Administering prescription medication 
which has not been prescribed by a 
veterinarian.

• When treatment beyond basic medical care 
is required, an animal shall be evaluated by 
a veterinarian as soon as practicable. 



Care requirements.

No wildlife undergoing 
rehabilitative care shall be altered 
in the following ways:
• Spayed or neutered.
• Descented.
• Declawed.
• Amputations beyond what is 

medically necessary.
• Amputations beyond what is 

allowed by federal regulations.



• Water: Clean drinking water shall be provided daily. 
• Food: Food shall be of a type that is palatable and 

nutritionally balanced in a form and presentation 
appropriate to the animal’s natural behavior and 
medical condition. 

• Waste: Fecal and food waste shall be removed daily 
from inside, under, and around cages and stored or 
disposed of in a manner which prevents noxious 
odors or pests. Cages and enclosures shall be 
ventilated to prevent noxious odors.

• Cleaning and maintenance: Hard floors within cages 
or enclosures shall be cleaned a minimum of once a 
week. 

• Bedding materials shall be changed once soiled.
• Walls of cages and enclosures shall be spot cleaned 

daily. 
• The surfaces of housing facilities, including perches, 

shelves, and any furniture-type fixtures within the 
facility, shall be cleaned weekly

Sanitation





Time Frame for rehab



Transfer
• Transfer wildlife to a different  

rehabilitator for rehab. The 
designated rehabilitation period 
does not restart at time of transfer.

• A permittee may temporarily 
transfer orphaned infant wildlife to 
their off-site volunteer.

• A permittee may temporarily 
transfer wildlife to a licensed 
veterinarian for medical treatment.

• Raptors may also be temporarily 
transferred to an individual who 
holds a valid General Falconry 
permit.  



Release
• Permission from landowner or manager shall be 

obtained prior to release of wildlife.

• Suitable habitat near or at the point of capture, if 
able. If not able, wildlife shall be released onto 
habitat where such wildlife naturally occurs and 
which will biologically support the species.

• Released wildlife shall not create a public 
nuisance.

• Wildlife capable of surviving in the wild shall be 
released as soon as practical and shall not be held 
for the full designated rehabilitation period 
specified for the species 

•  Crocodilian species shall not be released.

• Mallard ducks (Anas platyrhynchos), and any fertile 
hybrids, shall not be released.



Non-releasable 
wildlife



Non-releasable wildlife



Non-releasable 
wildlife

Physical impairment:

• Attending rehabilitation 
permittee shall document in 
writing that that animal is 
physically impaired. 

• A veterinarian shall corroborate 
the non-releasable condition of 
the animal, in writing. The 
veterinarian shall make an 
evaluation of the animal in 
person.

• Commission personnel shall 
approve the non-releasable 
condition of the animal in 
writing.



• Animals deemed as non-releasable shall be 
permanently identified by means of tattoo, brand, 
passive integrated transponder (PIT tag), band (birds 
only), photographic identification, or other method 
that clearly and permanently identifies that 
particular specimen so as to be distinguished from 
other specimens of the same species. Such 
permanent identification shall occur no more than 
five (5) days after the animal has been transferred.

• Wildlife deemed non-releasable due to mal-
imprinting or habituation shall be placed with an 
independent entity who did not participate in the 
rehabilitative care of the wildlife.



Records: Intake
• Species
• Number of animals, if in a group;
• Location where wildlife was found, to include the full 

address of location, if known.
• Name and contact information for the individual who 

found the wildlife or brought the wildlife for treatment, if 
known, to include phone number and/or email address;

• Cause of admission; and
• Acquisition date.



Records: treatment • Treatment plan, including, but not 
limited to, diet, medical needs, 
unique care requirements, and 
estimated length of care required for 
each animal;

• Name of attending veterinarian, if 
applicable

• Type of treatment performed at the 
rehabilitation facility. 

• Except animals released within 
seventy-two (72) hours or euthanized 
within seventy-two (72) hours of 
intake. 



Records: Care • Care records for orphaned infant wildlife shall be 
maintained for all wildlife admitted to the facility 
for care. 

• Type of care provided

• If utilizing off-site volunteers for temporary care, 
the date of transfer, name of off-site volunteer, 
and date of transfer back to the main 
rehabilitation facility.

• Copy of intake and care records for orphaned 
infant wildlife shall be maintained at the off-site 
volunteer’s location while wildlife is temporarily 
housed for care.



Records: Disposition



Any Questions? 
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