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Who are we?

MCO. Your Florida Airport of Choice®

Å The busiest airport in Florida
Currently at 56.5 million annual 
passengers (as of October 2023)
Projected to reach 58 million in CY 
2023

Å 4th largest U.S. airport by landmass 
11,605 acres/50 sq. km.
JFK, LAX and MIA airports can fit within 
the footprint of MCO

Å ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎŀǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ



Airport Anatomy
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ü Roadways
ü Parking
ü Airsides
ü Main Terminal
ü Rental Cars
ü Cargo
ü Train Station
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ü Runways
ü Ramps
ü Taxiways 
ü Markings
ü Lights
ü Safety areas
ü Signs
ü Navigation aids 



Airfield Operations

Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
5

²ŜΧ

ü Administer Airfield Self-Inspections

ü Enforce Airfield Rules & Regulations

ü Discharge Firearms

ü Capture, relocate wildlife & fish

ü Respond to aircraft emergencies 

ü Protect the President, dignitaries & 
other VIPs

ü Have the Best Job Ever



FAR 139

Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
6

Rules governing the certification and 
operation of airports in the United States, 
District of Columbia, or US Territories serving 
any:

1. Scheduled passenger-carrying 
operations of an air carrier operating 
aircraft configured for more than 9 
passenger seats

2. Unscheduled  passenger-carrying 
operations of an air carrier operating 
aircraft configured for at least 31 
passenger seats



FAR 139
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üLights 
üSigns
üPavement Markings
üPavement Condition
üRecords
üAirport Rescue and Fire 

Fighting (ARFF)
üWildlife
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üAir carrier aircraft experiences multiple 
wildlife strikes

üAir carrier aircraft experiences substantial 
damage from striking wildlife

üAir carrier aircraft experiences an engine 
ingestion of wildlife

üWildlife of size, or in numbers capable of 
causing an event, is observed having access 
to any airport flight pattern or aircraft 
movement area

Wildlife Hazard Assessment 
(WHA) 



Wildlife Mitigation 139.337

Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
9

Wildlife Hazard Management Plan
WHMP

üThe WHMP is based on the assessment, 
but is a completely different document

üOrlando has been operating with an 
FAA approved plan since 1999

üOur plan mitigates wildlife hazards with 
consistent surveillance, persistent 
harassment and documentation 
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What is Wildlife?

Merriam Webster:
living things and especially mammals, 
birds, and fishes that are neither human 
nor domesticated 

The FAA includes domestic animals, 
and livestock or any critter with access 
to the Air Operations Area
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Strikes

ü Aircraftdamageincludingengines
ü Flightdelaysandcancellations
ü Runwayandtaxiwayclosures
ü Masscasualty
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Reporting

üThe USDA manages the FAA National Wildlife Strike 
Database

üStrikes are primarily submitted by pilots, aircraft 
mechanics, air traffic control (ATC) and Airport Operations
https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/wildlife

üAirfield Operations records additional wildlife activity 
including dispersals, removals, trapping, and relocation.   

https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/wildlife
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Snarge& SnargeCollection 

Unidentifiable bits and pieces



Faridah Dahlan 
Genetics Specialist

Jim Whatton
Research
Assistant

Dr. Carla Dove
Program
Manager

Marcy Heacker
Research 
Assistant

Wildlife Mitigation 139.337
The Feather Identification Lab positively identifies snargeto species
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Regulatory Oversight
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Airfield Operations maintains a Depredation 
Permit from the US Fish and Wildlife Service

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Take 
of Wildlife on Airport Property (FAC 68A-9.012) rule 
went into effect in July 2010.The rule allows airports 
to take wildlife in emergency situations.
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Cooperating Partners

The region is home to several unique and 
iconic species of plants, birds and animals

Mitigating aviation wildlife hazards and 
environmental stewardship are not 
mutually exclusive 
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Our Wildlife Hazard 
Management Plan

üDaily Airfield Wildlife Patrols

üHarass, Disperse, Trap & 
Remove Wildlife

üDocument Activity

üPrioritize Hazards

üMinimize Food & Habitat

ü Increase Predation 
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Well-maintained physical barriers 



Wildlife Mitigation 139.337

Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
20

Patrols

üAirfield and Wildlife Personnel 
Conduct Daily Wildlife Specific Airfield 
Patrols

üWildlife is Dispersed, Removed, 
Trapped & Relocated when necessary 

üWildlife Activity is Documented & 
Reviewed Periodically  
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TOOLS 

üPyro
üNets
üLive Traps 
üCatch Poles
üKevlar Gloves
üLights and Sirens
üDistress Calls


