WILDLIFE
ADVOCACY FOR
RERABILITATORS
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The who and the what

What is advocacy? * Licensed wildlife rehabilitator
Ethics and goals * Inactive attorney

Case in point: FWC regulations * Likes bats

Public comment process

Administrative Procedure Act

Local advocacy

Keeping up momentum

« Questions?




Advocacye

“The act or process of supporting a
cause or proposal” (Merriam Webster)

Education — teach the public what's
important — We all do it!

“Legislation” — seeking policies to
benefit our goals

Organizing — collecting people and
resources fowards a common goal
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/92544710@N00/496947597
https://www.flickr.com/photos/92544710@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse

Law and policy, we can all do it
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/48889065255@N01/1693036
https://www.flickr.com/photos/48889065255@N01
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse
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by 80 percent. Other examples include a $10 million project to build highway

overpasses and underpasses in Wyoming to protect pronghorn, which has
reduced wildlife collisions from 85 to 16 annually, and the more than 70 wildlife
underpasses in Florida constructed specifically for panthers along with crossings
for bears, smaller mammals and turtles. “Animals take to them very quickly,” says

Prater. “If we prOVIde an easier path' tr “These overpasses have been really, really effective for wildlife,” says Parks Canada human-

been built or are planned in Los Ange\ wildlife conflict specialist Steve Michel as he drives down the portion of highway that b
Banff National Park.

Thirty kilometres west of the Banff townsite, he pulls over alongside another fence that runs all
the way to the British Columbia border. Since the 1980s, the Canadian government has allotted
more than $400 million to upgrade and twin the four-lane highway, with a quarter of the budget
. " » » s colli s 9 O 7 O AT Davke Canads
forever. The Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing, proposed for the Route 101 * 0llisions. a growing concern. Parks Canada

X i . :nce the entire highway — roughly 180 kilometres
freeway on the western side of Los Angeles County, will allow mountain

1 structures in hopes of lowering the mortality rate.
lions to easily cross eight lanes of traffic, substantially expanding their

habitat. As of this week, additional funding has been secured for the $87

million crossing, including a final $10 million allocated by Governor Gavin

Newsom’s new budget. Now the project is planned to break ground this

spring, and when completed sometime in 2023, the nearly one-acre bridge

will be the largest of its kind anywhere in the world and the most ambitious

in such a densely (human-)populated region.
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P‘Ule S O WO 8! That helps explain Buckingham palace

Sure, cuz no photo ID

In the meantime Pluie’s gonna get drunk and wander
off the wolves-only road and end up eating my cat




What's our perspective?

Philosophy:

« Animal rights?

« Animal welfare?
Goals/motivations:

« Conservation?

« Preservatione
Emotions/values:

« Wildlife appreciation

o Alfruism

Consider commonalities




It happens in real life!

FupnlicC veetings

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission will be hosting public meetings to discuss
draft rule on captive wildlife regulations in Florida
regarding permits to operate a native wildlife
rehabilitation facility.

These meetings are designed to give the public an
opportunity to interact directly with FWC Captive
Wildlife Section staff and will not include a
presentation. The primary purpose of these
workshops is for stakeholders to engage with staff and
make recommendations regarding draft rule language
for native wildlife rehabilitation permitting.

MEETING DATES AND
LOCATIONS
6:00 PM-8:00 PM

Panama City
Wednesday, January 17, 2024
Hilton Garden Inn Panama
City Airport
5625 Venture Crossings Blvd.
Panama City, FL 32409

Ocala
Thursday, January 18, 2024
TownePlace Suites Ocala
8125 SW State Rd 200
Ocala, FL 34481
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https://myfwc.com/contact/tell-us/
https://myfwc.com/about/rules-regulations/proposed-rule-changes/
https://myfwc.com/about/rules-regulations/proposed-rule-changes/

Form Is as important as function

About the rulemaking process

The FWC is responsible for managing Florida's fish and wildlife resources for their long-term well-being and the benefit of
people. This often involves enacting and enforcing rules and regulations governing human activity in many areas - such as
hunting and fishing, operating boats, possessing captive wildlife and dealing with nuisance animals.

Because rules are made, changed and repealed throughout the year, agency staff frequently interacts with affected
individuals and the general public.

The FWC abides by [& Ch. 120, Florida Statutes, when making rules. In doing so, we notify the public of rulemaking activity
through the 2 Florida Administrative Weekly. Rulemaking often includes direct contact with those who may be affected,
extensive discussions with stakeholder groups, and public meetings to gather input from interested parties.

Final decisions on rules usually happen at Commission meetings, held five times a year in locations throughout the
state. We also provide public notice of various meetings through our website calendar.




» Section 120.536 — “any substantially affected person may petition an agency to repeal
any rule, or portion thereof” (see Section 120.56)

» Section 120.54 — procedures an agency must follow to enact a rule

» Section 120.54(7) - Any person regulated by an agency or having substantial interest in

an agency rule may petition an agency to adopt, amend, or repeal a rule or fo
provide the minimum public information required by this chapter. The pefition shall
specify the proposed rule and action requested.



http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=Ch0120/titl0120.htm&StatuteYear=2008&Title=%2D%3E2008%2D%3EChapter%20120

Local Advocacy

= Qq BUSINESS INSIDER

SCIENCE

How Pittsburgh embraced a radical
environmental movement popping up in
conservative towns across America

Madeleine Sheehan Perkins Jul 9, 2017, 2:00 PM EDT * Share A Save

e An environmental Y =
movement that recognizes ‘ F ;

legal rights for nature has
been embraced by
conservative rural
communities across the
US.

The sun rises over the skyline of Pittsburgh



https://wildsafebc.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/1_WILDLIFE_ATTRACTANT_BYLAW_TOOLKIT.pdf
https://library.municode.com/pa/pittsburgh/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HORUCHPIPE_ART1HORUPOEF_S104THPIBIRI
https://library.municode.com/va/charlottesville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH4ANFO_ARTIIANWE_S4-16CIDEBISAPRBIWIFO

Keep Up the Momentum

» Public comment, public meetings



https://www.tallahassee.com/

Freedom of Information Act

 Florida Statutes defines a public record as anything made or received pursuant to law
or ordinance or in connection with the tfransaction of official business by any agency.
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https://myfwc.com/contact/public-records-requests/

We all do what we can!
Every bit helps

» Thank you for all
you already do!
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