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The who and the what

• What is advocacy?

• Ethics and goals

• Case in point: FWC regulations

• Public comment process

• Administrative Procedure Act

• Local advocacy

• Keeping up momentum

• Questions?

• Licensed wildlife rehabilitator

• Inactive attorney

• Likes bats



Advocacy?

• “The act or process of supporting a 

cause or proposal” (Merriam Webster)

• Education – teach the public what’s 

important – We all do it!

• “Legislation” – seeking policies to 

benefit our goals

• Organizing – collecting people and 

resources towards a common goal

"Lorax" by miss_rogue is licensed 

under CC BY-SA 2.0. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/92544710@N00/496947597
https://www.flickr.com/photos/92544710@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse


Law and policy, we can all do it!

"Legally Blonde 2 UK" by SassyPhotographer is licensed 

under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/48889065255@N01/1693036
https://www.flickr.com/photos/48889065255@N01
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse


Are we just crazy?



Pluie’s a wolf?! 
Sure, cuz no photo ID

That helps explain Buckingham palace

An 1800-mile wolves only roadway?

How are you going to teach the wolves to follow road signs?

In the meantime Pluie’s gonna get drunk and wander 

off the wolves-only road and end up eating my cat

Ranchers face the following conditions: Falling stock prices, rising 

taxes, prolonged drought, and a country that’s eating less beef

I’d rather it be a wolf than us, so unless Pluie registers to vote…

How about we build the 9 best schools in the world?



What’s our perspective? 

• Philosophy:

• Animal rights?

• Animal welfare?

• Goals/motivations:

• Conservation?

• Preservation?

• Emotions/values:

• Wildlife appreciation

• Altruism

• Consider commonalities



It happens in real life!



Process provided

• FWC Contact Page

• Proposed Rule Changes

• “Sign up for news releases”

https://myfwc.com/contact/tell-us/
https://myfwc.com/about/rules-regulations/proposed-rule-changes/
https://myfwc.com/about/rules-regulations/proposed-rule-changes/


Form is as important as function 

• Florida’s Administrative Procedure Act



The Administrative Procedure Act

• Section 120.536 – “any substantially affected person may petition an agency to repeal 

any rule, or portion thereof” (see Section 120.56)

• Section 120.54 – procedures an agency must follow to enact a rule

• Section 120.54(7) - Any person regulated by an agency or having substantial interest in 

an agency rule may petition an agency to adopt, amend, or repeal a rule or to 

provide the minimum public information required by this chapter. The petition shall 

specify the proposed rule and action requested. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=Ch0120/titl0120.htm&StatuteYear=2008&Title=%2D%3E2008%2D%3EChapter%20120


Local Advocacy

• Wildlife Attractant Bylaw Toolkit

• Rights of Nature Ordinance

• Municipal Bird Sanctuary

https://wildsafebc.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/1_WILDLIFE_ATTRACTANT_BYLAW_TOOLKIT.pdf
https://library.municode.com/pa/pittsburgh/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HORUCHPIPE_ART1HORUPOEF_S104THPIBIRI
https://library.municode.com/va/charlottesville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH4ANFO_ARTIIANWE_S4-16CIDEBISAPRBIWIFO


Keep Up the Momentum

• Letters to the Editor

• Public comment, public meetings

https://www.tallahassee.com/


Freedom of Information Act
• FWC FOIA

• Florida Statutes defines a public record as anything made or received pursuant to law 

or ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official business by any agency. 

https://myfwc.com/contact/public-records-requests/


We all do what we can!
Every bit helps

•Questions? • Thank you for all 

you already do!


