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Together



COURSE OVERVIEW

• General Information 

• Part 1: Reunification - Reuniting Kits back with Mama

• Part 2: Evicting Wildlife as a Family Unit



REUNIFICATION

It is our responsibility to do our best to get separated families back together. 

Reuniting is not always an easy task. Reuniting families takes time and a lot of 

energy but if you put in the effort up front, you will save a lot of time, energy 

and money later. The year before last, WWR reunited 49 raccoon kits back with 

their mamas. It took 128 hours, hundreds of miles in the car and hours of lost 

sleep. We also saved over $10,000 by not having to put an additional 49 kits 

through rehab.

Lessons Learned: Over the years, no matter how good we think we are as 

Rehabilitators, we are no match for mama’s love, knowledge or antibodies.

• https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=749564936175839

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=749564936175839


REUNIFICATION
When the call comes in of a raccoon kit found alone, we start asking the following 

questions:

Is the kit safe and secure? Is it injured? Is it plump and well hydrated? Are the eyes 

open or closed? Have you seen adult raccoons in the area? Where was it found, under 

a tree or around your house? These are all vital clues.  

When we get these calls, we go directly to the finder. We ask the finder to show us 

exactly where the baby was found. Going eye to eye with the finder also increases the 

chance of them allowing us to attempt reuniting. Most finders also want to be 

involved and once you have them emotionally invested, they become your biggest 

asset on scene. If the kits are under threat or the weather turns, they can secure the 

kit and call. 

• https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=728007121540153

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=728007121540153


REUNIFICATION
If the kit is plump and well hydrated, most likely the mama is close by. If the kit is dehydrated and 

emaciated, is injured, has flystrike or ticks, something has happened to mama. Look for the nest and 

remember the chances of that baby being an only kit, is very slim. Raccoons can have as few as one 

kit and up to a litter of eight. Typically, they have four kits in a litter. 

Call for the others and listen for a response. Note: If eyes are closed on the kit you have, ears will be 

closed too. In the past I have had desperate kits climb down from their tree nests, following my 

calls.

Note: If the kit is found on the ground around a house, look up. Inspect the soffits and where soffits 

meet the fascia, particularly around dormers.  If you see holes, ask the homeowner if you can 

inspect their attic. Also ask if you can put the kits back in the attic to reunite with their mama. Then 

explain the eviction process. We have a little blurb we text them to read which includes the 

equipment we use for the eviction evolution. You are welcome to this information. You can make it 

your own, add to it. I just ask you change the phone number and use your name, so I do not get 

inundated with calls from Florida!

More on the Eviction process later…

• https://www.facebook.com/reel/1414624448914018

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1414624448914018


REUNIFICATION

Always BE MINDFUL of the viruses you can be moving around. And the more you move 

the kits around, the more likely you are to expose them to viruses. Harrison County, 

where WWR is located in Mississippi, has been dealing with Canine Distemper, Canine 

Parvovirus and Feline Parvovirus for the past two years.

If the kit you now have is injured, has flystrike, ticks, is dehydrated and or emaciated –

DO NOT attempt to reunite. At the very best you can rig a Game Camera where kit was 

found to see if any raccoon activity occurs while you take the kit back to your facility for 

treatment. YOU HAVE UP TO FIVE DAYS TO TRY TO REUNITE. 

Note: Raccoon mamas are truly the BEST! They know their young better than we ever 

will. She also knows when something is not quite right. She will not waste time, energy 

and resources on a kit she knows is not viable. In these cases, she most likely will kill or 

abandon the imperfect kit. 



REUNIFICATION

*** The story of Claudia ***

Found under a tree. The homeowner gave her to a mutual friend who brought kit 

to me. Immediately went back to reunite as she was in beautiful shape and 

screaming. Found the nest. Popped her back up there with her mama and three 

siblings and left. Next morning homeowners called me. They found her again on 

the ground. Drove over there and climbed back up to the nest only to find it 

empty. Claudia came in to rehab. We soon learned she had a terrible time trying 

to suckle and she screamed all the time because she was always hungry! Her 

screaming was putting her entire family at risk, and I can only assume her mama 

felt like she had to cut her loose to save the other kits. Claudia went on the 

release that Fall.



REUNIFICATION
Reuniting Kit

- Honey Water (1 tbsp Natural Local Honey to 1 Cup of water) + syringe

- Heat Disk (Snuggle safe)

- Basket with lid

- Bedding

- Vaseline

- Frame

- Screw Gun & Chuck

- Game Camera

- Ladder with a 6’ Reach

• https://www.facebook.com/reel/314584766771112

https://www.facebook.com/reel/314584766771112


WATCH THE WEATHER! 



REUNIFICATION

If everything is conducive to reuniting, STOP FEEDING mid-afternoon. 

You do not want them full bellied going out. You want them well 

hydrated and screaming for mama! If you need to lube their vocal 

cords when you get back on scene, give them a little honey water.

Heat disks should be preheated. If you are using the snuggle safe, be 

aware smaller babies can work themselves on to the disk itself and get 

burned. Always double wrap the disk! 

Rig Game Cameras.

• https://www.facebook.com/reel/561564928144337

https://www.facebook.com/reel/561564928144337


REUNIFICATION

Mount the basket frame on the tree trunk or fence - at least 6 feet off the ground, near 

where the kit was found. Fill channel on the frame with Vaseline to prevent biting insects 

from gaining access to the kit. Once set up, walk around the area holding the kit and have 

them call mama. In my experience, 80% of the time we do this, mama appears. Place kit on 

the bedding in the basket. Close the lid then place the basket inside the frame.  And walk 

away. 

At first light the next morning we return. If kit is still there, we take the basket and kit back to 

the facility for rehydrating/feeding. We will care for and feed throughout the day until cut 

off time of 3:00pm. Keep them on the same bedding - Mama also knows her baby’s scent.  

And try again!

Again, we have had luck reuniting up to five days after initial rescue. NOTE: If the kit is very 

young, you may have to call it and bring it in to rehab because the long nights out, chew up 

their reserve. 



Q&A and BREAKTIME



EVICTION EQUIPMENT
SIGHT - SOUND - SCENT

• Sonic Boxes

• Amber Strobes

• Portable Radios

• Light Bulb : PIC Rodent Repellent 2-in-1

• Predator urine

• Pre-Recorded Predator Calls



LIGHT AND SOUND



LIGHT AND SOUND



SCENT



SOUND





EVICTION

Raccoons typically do not range beyond their territory of just a few miles. And 

they always have several backup nests. Some of the backup nests can be on the 

outer perimeter of their range. Once we know our wild families are together, 

our goal is to encourage the mama to move her family out of where she has 

become “a problem”, to one of her backup nests. Keep in mind and make this 

known to the home/landowner that the eviction process takes time. Mama may 

have to move eight (8) kits to her backup nest which could be a mile away. That 

means, if her kits are immobile, she has a lot of work to do to get her family 

moved. 

I always ask for five days to complete the eviction process before the 

homeowner starts to make the necessary repairs/closures or starts so cut back 

tree limbs.



EVICTION

DORMER

FASCIA & SOFFITS



EVICTION

Make your initial inspection by walking around the house looking for entry points. Pay 

particular attention to the following:

- Overhanging tree branches 

- Fencing that butts up against the house

- Depth of grout (if the house is made of brick)

- Paw prints on waterspouts running down from gutters

- Missing vent covers in soffits

- Holes in soffits, fascia & around dormers

- Urine staining on soffits

When you determine how and where the animal is making entry, rig a Game Camera in that 

direction.



EVICTION
Before you gain access to the attic, the homeowner should already have the full picture of your plan. We usually send the 

following text to the homeowner ahead of time and discuss it at length on scene. 

“Hi, I’m Paula with Woodside Wildlife Rescue, and I can help you with your raccoon situation - if you are willing to take a 
few simple steps.

All Wildlife play an important role in the environment. Raccoons are a vital part of nature’s balance. They eat snakes, 
snake eggs, rodents and cockroaches - keeping these species in check.

Please STOP TRAPPING and RELOCATING!
We do not want to trap and release elsewhere due to the possibility of the translocation of disease (Distemper and a 
Parvo lately). And moving a solo raccoon to an already established territory usually results in death of the relocated 
animal.

You may also be moving a nursing mama. By trapping and relocating her means her offspring will die without 
intervention.

Please know that the raccoons will have at least three other nests within a mile of their current location. What needs to 
happen is, you make their current dwelling (your house or property) as uncomfortable and inhospitable as possible. It’s 
as easy as introducing light, sound and scent. These three things will drive the raccoon out safely of its own accord.

Please secure your trash cans and don’t leave pet food outside. This includes bird feeders. In most cases, these 
opportunistic feeders have been conditioned by you, the homeowner.



EVICTION

We have had much success evicting wildlife by using the following:

- Sonic Boxes cost approximately $35.00 and can be purchased online via Amazon. To use, rig in the 
direction of entry point. Note: If you are using these deterrents to repel squirrels or rats, you must 
use the “Ultra” Sonic setting.
- Amber Strobe lights can be purchased online. Raccoons will not tolerate yellow flashing lights for 
long. Rig as closely to the entry point as possible.
- A Portable Radio can be rigged and tuned to talk radio throughout the day, while raccoons are 
trying to rest and relax. If it’s a mama, nursing young in a noisy environment becomes impossible.
- If you have light sockets where your uninvited guests are, a “PIC Rodent Repellent 2-in-1” 
(light/sonic) Bulb can be used in place of your standard light bulb. These bulbs emit a sonic blast as 
well as LED and can be purchased online or from Tractor Supply for approximately $21.
- Illuminate the area.
- Fox or Bobcat Urine (spray application) can be purchased at Walmart or any outdoor-sporting 
goods store. Both are natural predators for raccoon kits. If a mama smells that near her den, she will 
relocate. NOTE: Coyote urine should be used in attic application only. Never on the ground, as a 
hormone has been introduced. You do not want to create a bigger issue than you already have.



EVICTION

-NOTE: Never use mothballs as they are highly flammable and extremely toxic. They are also 
illegal to use outdoors.

If you have a nursing mama in your attic, please bear in mind that it will take her some time to 
relocate her entire family. Consider she could have up to eight (8) babies and her backup nest is 
one mile away...

Once critter has moved on, you MUST repair areas of ingress/egress, or another family will 
move right in.

Work through these suggestions and give us a call at (228) 223-0430, if you require further 
assistance.

We CAN Coexist Peacefully!”



EVICTION
If you are sending in a volunteer, I suggest you have the homeowner sign a “Hold Harmless” agreement. 

When moving around in an attic, be very careful. Move slowly and with purpose and only step on the 

rafters. When inspecting the attic, in the case of raccoons - you are looking for a latrine. Raccoons are 

creatures of habit and will have a trail from entry point to nest to latrine. The tell is in the stomped down 

insulation. 

In the case of squirrels and rats, you will see golf-ball sized holes in the insulation and the occasional stack of 

nut shells.

When you find evidence of raccoons or you find the nest, you can start setting up your equipment. 

- Setup the amber strobe lights

- If the attic has light receptacles, change out the standard bulbs with the PIC bulbs. If no receptacles, run 

and extension cord and use PIC bulb is a mechanics ‘drop light’.

- Position Sonic Boxes

- Spray coyote urine and introduce the pre-recorded coyote call

- Rig Game Cameras in the direction entry/exit points

Note:  Bear in mind, if you bombard a new mama with everything at once, you risk her killing or abandoning 

her kits.  

• https://www.facebook.com/reel/568130197837284

• https://www.facebook.com/reel/986761798438602

https://www.facebook.com/reel/568130197837284
https://www.facebook.com/reel/986761798438602


A WORD OF ADVICE

SPECIAL NOTE: YOUR LOCAL “PEST CONTROL” COMPANIES ARE NOT 

YOUR ENEMY!

Make contact and introduce yourselves. WWR networks with several 

companies along the Coast. As long as they know you are not going to 

impact their bottom line, they are happy to call and hand over the animals. 

They would rather not have to drive distances to relocate (or worse) the 

wildlife they have trapped. They are being paid to remove wildlife and 

make repairs.  Be there to keep these wild families together!

Most Homeowner’s insurance covers damage done by wildlife.

(Note: Tell the story of Mary’s house in Ocean Springs. The eviction of 16 

raccoons.)



When all else fails, this too can be an option:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=249736616319039

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=249736616319039

