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❏ Review of radiation 
safety

❏ Equipment
❏ Brief review of anatomy
❏ Supplies 
❏ Views
● VD/DV
● Lateral
● Skyline view
● “H” view

Goals For Today



Radiation Safety

❏ Time
❏ Distance 
❏ Shielding
❏ ALARA*

As Low As Reasonably Achievable



Equipment

Portable

       Stationary



Definitions and Abreviations
❏ VD:  Vental dorsal (supine)
❏ DV:  Dorsal ventral (prone)
❏ Craniocaudal:  Towards the head (cephalad)
❏ Caudocranial:  Toward the feet (Caudad)



Avian Skeleton



Mammal Skeleton



Supplies

❏ Tape:  Blue painters tape, or other 
gentle tape

❏ Head cover:  Sock or blue surgical towel



Positioning
NO NO 
NO!



Diagnostic Quality 
❏ Aids in deciding 

course of treatment
❏ Try to get two views 

at 90 degrees from 
each other

❏ Make sure that the 
x-ray is of 
diagnostic quality.  
Your name is on it!



Things To Remember
❏ If possible the patient should be under anesthesia or 

sedation.  Consult your veterinarian!
❏ Be efficient!  This procedure is stressful on the animal.
❏ Put on a lead apron (thyroid collar if available), lead 

gloves
❏ Set your technique on the x-ray machine
❏ Have a sock or surgical towel to cover the head
❏ Blue painter’s tape or other light adhesive tape for 

taping down limps
❏ Any other supplies you may need
❏ Left and right makers!
❏ Collimate whenever possible



Positioning For Avian VD
VD:  ventral/dorsal

Patient is on its 
back

❏ Keel should be 
over the spine

❏ Wings out and 
slightly bent

❏ Legs pulled 
down





Positioning For Mammal VD
VD:  ventral/dorsal
Patient is on its back
❏ Sternum should be 

over the spine
❏ Arms out and 

slightly bent
❏ Legs pulled down





Positioning For A DV
DV:  dorsal/ventral:  
Patient is on its 
stomach

❏ Patient is face 
down (prone)

❏ Arms slightly bent
❏ Legs out straight

It is hard to tell if it is a 
DV without a marker





Mammal Positioning for Lateral
❏ May need to use 

sponges to achieve 
true lateral

❏ Patient is on left or 
right side

❏ Arms slightly apart
❏ Legs slightly apart





Lateral



Avian Positioning For Lateral

❏ Patient either on 
the left or right 
side

❏ Both wings 
placed behind 
the spine

❏ Legs are 
separated





Positioning For Skyline View

❏ Patient is on its back 
(supine)

❏ Wing is outstretched



Skyline View



Positioning for “H” View
❏ This view is used in 

conjunction with a 
VD

❏ Patient is at a 45 
degree angle with 
head down

❏ Wings are out slightly
❏ Legs are straight





“H” View With Tube Angle

❏ With the x-ray tube 
angled 45 degrees 
craniodorsal with the 
patient in a VD 
position.

❏ Visualizes clavicles 
and coracoid

Photograph 
courtesy of Dr. 
Erica Miller



Its Hands On Positioning Time!


