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Admission Considerationsé

Is intervention necessary?

Adults:

ïIf you can catch them, they need 

help!
ÅExceptions are rare

Juveniles:

ïHas abandonment been confirmed?

ïHave there been effective attempts 

to reunite with family?



Admission Considerationsé

For the animal:

In almost every circumstance, this is the 

worst day of their life!

Adults:

ïHave failed the game of survival

ïCaptivity likely óworse than deathô

Juveniles:

ïLost their parent(s)/family, their 

home and all that is familiar

ïLikely impacts species differently                            



There are two general types of 

wildlife admissionsé 

Å Injured/ill adults

ï Very extensive injuries 

ï +/- Extreme supportive care 

needs

Å Orphaned +/-injured juveniles

ï All efforts should be made to re-

unite or foster wild orphans!

ï Understanding of survival/life 

expectancy 

ï Do not kidnap!



Admission process and 

initial care plans can be 

quick and effective!



Always do an initial 

checké
Å Visually check animal to make sure they are stable and 

not in any immediate danger

Å Review the information to determine what is known about 

the rescue 
ï Every detail matters!



Evaluating wild 
patientsé



Survival of the 
fittest!



If only it were this simple



Remember, wild 
animals will 

always try to 
mask or hide 
their issues 



Physical Examination

Ç Visual Exam

Ç Physical Exam

Always note the body 

condition with the 

intake weight

é



Make Your Own Scoring Chart
and stick with it 





The 3 Rulesé

ÇBeware of ótunnel visionô

ÇKnow whatôs normal

Ç Always do things in the same 

order 

Á Use an intake form or checklist

é



Beware of tunnel vision!



Know whatõs normal!!











Visual Inspection
ÅAttitude

ÅAppearance

ÅStatus in Cage

Know what is ónormalô







General Appearance

ÁBAR (BAR-F)

ÁDepressed (QAR)

ÁUnconscious (NAR)

ÁPosture/body position

ÁNeuro issues

ÁHead / Body Tilt

ÁNeurologic, seizures, 
circling in one direction 
only

ÁTracking, nystagmus





Posture

ÁNormal

ÁSternal

ÁHocks

ÁOn side (lateral)

ÁOn back (supine)

ÁCheck gait/flap/flight

Visual Exam



OBSERVE The Respiratory 

Rate

ÁNormal

ÁSlow

ÁRapid

ÁOpen mouth

ÁLabored

Visual Exam





Begin the 
HANDS-ON 

Physical Exam



Get an ACCURATE Body Weight





Physical Examination
Checké
ÁWeight

ÁEyes, ears, mouth

ÁWounds?

ÁAny areas of bruising or inflammation?

ÁPelage/plumage condition?

Always try to check the reason for admission beforedoing PE

Was this animal healthy and 
in good body condition 

before the event/trauma?



Palpation

ñThe use of fingers to determine the 
condition of structures beneath the skin.ò



Use Caution When Handling 
Animals With Spinal Injuries!!!





Cat/Dog 
Attack


