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The Bronson Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory 

(BADDL) was established in 1957 to protect the 

health of animals, wildlife and the profitability of 

Floridaôs animal agriculture. 



The mission of the Bureau of Diagnostic Laboratory is 

to safeguard animal and public health by rapid, 

accurate detection and reporting of disease agents for 

early diagnosis and prevention. 



Groundbreaking for the new 18,000 sq. ft main 

laboratory in July 2018. 
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Â Ribbon Cutting Ceremony October 3, 2019



Conference Space 



Laboratory Space



Laboratory Space



Laboratory Space



Necropsy 



Services Offered By Section

Â Pathology Department

Â Necropsy

Â Parasitology

Â Clinical Pathology

Â Histopathology

Â Microbiology Department

Â Virology

Â Bacteriology

Â Molecular Biology

Â Serology



Necropsy 

Â Carcasses

Â Doublebaggedinsidea Leakproof coolerand

secondarycardboardbox or plastic cooler

Â Fresh or refrigerated  (NOT FROZEN)

Â Turnaround Time

Â Within 20 business days

Â Depending on ancillary testing 

Â Clinical History
Â # and age affected, duration, symptoms



Necropsy 

Â Necropsy Includes:

Â Gross Exam

Â Histopathology & Immunohistochemistry (IHC)

Â In-house diagnostics 

Â Viral 

Â Bacterial, fungal cultures

Â Molecular diagnostics (PCR)

Â Clinical Pathology

Â Parasitology

Â Serology

Â Does Not include Rabies Testing
Â Unless bite related ïDOH 



Necropsy
Test Turnaround Time Fee

Necropsy Food & Fiber -

Fresh carcass of cattle, swine, goats, 

sheep, poultry, rabbits, captive cervids, 

llamas, or alpacas (preferred not frozen).

20 days $ 100.00 peranimal 

Necropsy Exam ïNon-Poultry Avian 

<30 lbs.

20 days $100.00 per animal 

Necropsy Exam ïOther Animal <30 lbs. 20 days $200.00 per animal

Necropsy Exam ïOther Animal 31 lbs. -

150 lbs.

20 days $250.00 peranimal

Necropsy In A Bottle 10 days   $75.00 per animal 



Parasitology
Test Sample Needed Turnaround

Time

Fee/Sample

Baermann Test

lungworm

10 gm of fresh feces in a leakproof container; 

shipped chilled overnight. 1 day

$8.00

Cryptosporidium

Fecal DFA 

2 gm of fresh feces from all animals, except 

reptiles and avian species, in a leakproof 

container; shipped chilled overnight.

1 day $20.00

FecalExam ï

Direct Smear

2 gm of fresh feces in a leakproof container; 

shipped chilled overnight. 1 day

$10.00

Fecal Exam -

Zinc Sulfate

2 gm of fresh feces in a leakproof container; 

shipped chilled overnight.

1 day $10.00

FecalOccult

Blood

2 gm of fresh feces in a leakproof container; 

shipped chilled overnight.

1 day $10.00

FecalSedimentation 2 gm of fresh feces in a leakproof container; 

shipped chilled overnight.

1 day $8.00



Test Sample Needed Turnaround Time Fee/sample

Giardia FecalDirect 

FluorescentAntigen Test 

(DFA)

2 gm of fresh feces from all animals, 

except reptiles and avian species, in a 

leakproof container; shipped chilled 

overnight.

1 day $20.00

Fecal Centrifugation Sucrose 2 gm of fresh feces in a leakproof 

container; shipped chilled overnight.

1 day $10.00

McMasterôs Egg Count2 gm of fresh feces in a leakproof 

container; shipped chilled 

overnight.

1-2 days $10.00

ParasiteIdentification Tick, larvae, or other parasite in 70% 

alcohol in a sealed leakproof container.  

* Confirmation of exotic ticks may 

take up to one month at NVSL.

5-10
days

$15.00

Parasitology



Â CBC

Â Serum Chemistry

Â Urinalysis

Clinical Pathology

Â CBC

Â Serum Chemistry

Â Urinalysis

Â Hormones



Clinical Pathology
Test Sample 

Needed 

Associated Species Included 

Parameters

Turnaround 

Time

Fee/Sample

CBC Other

Mammals

Purple Top 

Tube

Dog, Cat, Pig, Guinea 

Pig, Mouse, Rat, 

Rabbit, Raccoon

NOT AVIAN 1 day $15.00

Comprehensive 

Diagnostic 

Profile

Red Top 

Tube,

Serum, or

Green Top 

Tube

All Species

(No Primates)

ALT, ALB, ALP, 

AMY, Ca, CRE, 

GLU, GLOB, 

PHOS, K+, 

Na+, TP,  TBIL,

BUN

1 day $30.00

Urine Analysis 

(Cytology & Fluid 

Chemistry 

Analysis

10-15 ml 

urine in a 

sealed 

leakproof 

tube; 

shipped 

chilled 

overnight.

All Species 

(No Primates)

1 day $35.00



Clinical Pathology

Sampletop color key

GreenTop: Lithium heparin

Blood

PurpleTop: EDTA Blood

BlueTop: SodiumCitrate

Blood



Test Sample Needed Turnaround

Time

SpecialComments Fee

Cytology

Air-dried or fixed slides 

and/or fluid (preferably 

preserved in EDTA 

tube) submitted in a 

plastic or cardboard 

slide container or 

leakproof tube for fluid 

samples.  

2 days Unpreservedfluid should be

submittedchilled, overnight. 

Do not ship forSaturday

delivery.

Culture swabsare

unsuitablefor cytology.

$30.00 per site

Biopsy (Microscopic 

Examination)

Fixed tissues in a 

leakproof container with 

a screw-on lid (should be 

put in a Ziploc bag with 

paper towels/ absorbent 

material).

5 days The large/complex 

dissection fees fee may be

addedfor largeñenmasseò

specimensor entire

ñplucksòfrom a necropsy

$40.00 first 

tissue 

specimen per 

animal 

$10.00 each 

subsequent 

tissue 

specimen

Large/Complex 

Dissection

Fresh or fixed large 

tissues or viscera, double 

bagged inside a leakproof 

container; shipped chilled 

overnight if fresh tissues. 

1 day $30.00

Histopathology



Test Sample Needed Turnaround Time Fee/Sample

ChronicWasting 

Disease(CWD) IHC

Retropharyngeal lymph nodes, 

tonsils and obex from a cervid

in formalin in a leakproof 

container. 

10 days $25.00

LeptospirosisIHC Kidney in formalin in a 

leakproof container.

10 days $25.00

Immunohistochemistry (IHC)



Histopathology

Distemper virus inclusions in a brain of a 
raccoon 



Virology
Test

Sample Needed

Turnaround

Time

Comments Fee/Sample

Rabies 
Fluorescent
Antibody

(Non-Exposure)

Head or carcass (not frozen), 

double bagged inside a leakproof 

container; shipped chilled 

overnight.  

Requires the examination of a 

complete cross-section of the brain 

stem and cerebellum (including 

vermis, right and left lobes). 

1-2 days Includes brain 
removal

$70.00

Rabies and 
Distemper Panel 

Head or carcass (not frozen), 

double bagged inside a leakproof 

container; shipped chilled 

overnight.  

1-2 days Includes brain 
removal

$75.00

Virus isolation Freshtissues,swabs,scrapings,body

fluids, secretions,urine,blood, Whole

blood

2-4 weeks If required,the 

suspectedcell cultures

will be sent to outside 

lab for ID confirmation

$30.00 



Test Sample Needed Turnaround

Time

Comments Fee/Sample

Canine 
Distemper FA

Blood in EDTA (purple top) 

or fresh or frozen urinary 

bladder, brain, lung, 

conjunctiva, kidney, or 

spleen from a canine in a 

sterile container; shipped 

chilled overnight. 

1-3 days $15.00

Canine
Distemper IFA

1 ml of serum from a canine 

in a sterile container; 

shipped chilled overnight. 

1-3 days $20.00

Canine 
Parvovirus FA

Fresh or frozen intestine or 

tongue from a canine in a 

sterile container; shipped 

chilled overnight.

1-3 days $15.00

Canine 
Parvovirus IFA

1 ml of serum from a canine 

in a sterile container; 

shipped chilled overnight. 

1-3 days $20.00

Virus Isolation Freshtissues,swabs,

scrapings,bodyfluids,

secretions,urine,blood, 

Whole blood

2-4 weeks If required,the 

suspectedcell

cultureswill be sent 

to outside lab for ID

confirmation

$30.00 

Virology



Â MALDI -TOF bacterial identification system 

($210,000)

Â New automated technology for precise bacterial 

identification

Â Sensititer

Â Antibacterial susceptibility testing (Digital MIC 

system)

Bacteriology

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwipjsCd9c7JAhVGVD4KHbuPBCkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thermoscientific.com/en/product/sensititre-vizion-digital-mic-viewing-system.html&psig=AFQjCNH3D7b_HeNsZY8zrtPCRfauVg7sFg&ust=1449755189336948


Bacteriology
Test Sample Needed Turnaround 

Time

Fee/Sample

Acid FastStain Tissues, aspirates, exudates, body fluids, feces in a sterile 

leakproof container; shipped chilled overnight.

Impression smears (skin lesions) on a slide within a slide folder. 

1 day $7.00

AerobicCulture Fresh tissues or body fluids in a sterile leakproof container or 

syringe; shipped chilled within 24 hours of collection.

Swabs in aerobic transport media; shipped chilled overnight 

within 24 hours of collection.

3-5 days $10.00

AnaerobicCulture Fresh tissues or body fluids in a sterile leakproof container or 

syringe; shipped chilled overnight within 24 hours of 

collection. 

Swabs in anaerobic transport media; shipped chilled overnight 

within 24 hours of collection.

3-5 days $12.00

Salmonella Culture Chick box papers, drag swabs, boot swabs, chick meconium, 

and fluff, feces, tissues, or body fluids in a sterile, leakproof 

container; shipped chilled overnight. 

2-5 days $15.00



Test Sample Needed Turnaround 

Time

Fee/Sample

Antimicrobial

Susceptibility

Panels

Pure cultures of isolated pathogen or as requested by the 

submitter.  Up to 3 isolates per specimen.

1-3 days after ID $10.00/isolate

Fecal Culture Feces in a leakproof container; shipped chilled overnight. 2-5 days $20.00

MycobacteriumCulture Tissue or aspirate, body fluids, or feces in a sterile 

leakproof container or sealed bag; shipped chilled 

overnight. 

Specimens must be submitted as soon as possible, or at 

most within 24 hours of collection.  If positive for 

Mycobacterium growth, sent to FL-DOH or NVSL for 

identification. 

56 days $20.00

MycoplasmaCulture Fresh tissue in a sterile leakproof container or swabs in 

Mycoplasma transport medium; shipped chilled 

overnight and received within 24 hours of collection.

7-10 days $10.00

FungalCulture Swabs,skin scrapings,hair, tissues 7-28 days $15.00 

Bacteriology



Molecular Diagnostics
Test Sample Needed Turnaround 

Time

SpecialComments Fee/Sample

Avian Influenza 

Virus qPCR

Wild/Free Roaming Waterfowl ï1 Tracheal 

and 1 Cloacal from the same bird in 3 ml 

VTM.  Do not pool more than one bird.

Poultry environmental swabs in 5.5 ml of 

VTM broth for pools of up to 5 swabs.

Fresh respiratory, enteric, reproductive, or 

brain tissue (if neurologic) in a sterile 

container; shipped chilled overnight. 

1-3 days Swabs must be received 

within 4 working days of 

collection.  

Use synthetic swabs with a 

plastic handle.  Avoid cotton 

or calcium alginate swabs or 

swabs with wooden handles. 

$30.00

Newcastle Disease 

Virus qPCR

Wild/Free Roaming Waterfowl ï1 

Tracheal and 1 Cloacal from the same bird 

in 3 ml VTM.  Do not pool more than one 

bird.

Poultry environmental swabs in 5.5 ml of 

VTM broth for pools of up to 5 swabs.

Fresh respiratory, enteric, reproductive, or 

brain tissue (if neurologic) in a sterile 

container; shipped chilled overnight. 

1-3 days Swabs must be received 

within 4 working days of 

collection.  

Use synthetic swabs with a 

plastic handle.  Avoid cotton 

or calcium alginate swabs or 

swabs with wooden handles. 

$30.00



Molecular Diagnostics
Test Sample Needed Turnaround 

Time

Fee/Sample

West Nile Virus qPCR Fresh or frozen brain (preferable brain stem or medulla) 

and kidney from a horse; shipped chilled overnight.

Brain, liver, heart, or spleen from a bird; shipped chilled 

overnight.

Mosquitos - whole body in pools up to 50.

Mosquitos in RNAlatershipped overnight at room 

temperature.  Mosquito samples without RNAlatermust 

be shipped overnight with an ice pack or dry ice.

1-3 days $30.00

Bluetongue Virus/Epizootic 

Hemorrhagic Disease Multiplex 

qPCR

Spleen or whole blood in EDTA (purple top) from a 

bovine, caprine, cervid, alpaca, or ovine; shipped 

chilled overnight. 

1-3 days $30.00



Serology
Test Sample Needed Turnaround

Time

Fee/Sample

Avian Influenza
Agar Gel Immunodiffusion

1 ml of serum in a serum separator tube (red 

top/tiger top) or other sterile tube; shipped 

chilled overnight.

3-5 days

Tests run on Monday for samples 

received prior to 12:00 PM.

$5.00 

No charge for 

surveillance

BluetongueELISA 1 ml of serum from a bovine, caprine, 

cervid, or ovine in a serum separator tube 

(red top/tiger top) or other sterile tube; 

shipped chilled overnight.

3-5 days

Tests run on Wednesday for samples 

received prior to 12:00 PM.

$7.00

Leptospirosis

MicroagglutinationTest5

1 ml of serum in a serum separator tube 

(red top/tiger top); shipped chilled 

overnight.

(Tests for 5 serovars: L. Pomona; L. ictero; 

L. canicola; L .grippoand L. hardjo)

3-5 days

Tests run on Wednesday. 

Samples received prior to 10:30 AM 

on Wednesday will be tested same day

$15.00

Pseudorabies gB ELISA 1 ml of serum from swine in a serum 

separator tube (red top/tiger top) or other 

sterile tube; shipped chilled overnight.

2-3 days

Tests run on Monday and Thursday 

for samples received prior to 12:00 

PM 

$10.00 

No charge for 

Surveillance



Sample Collection

Â Methods may vary

Â Importance of protocols 

Â Location

Â Additives/Sample Container

Â Labeling; legible

Â Temperature

Â Testing window requirements 


