TECHNIQUES FOR SUCCESSFUL
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Equipment Requirements




Extra Gear




Understanding Exposure

Shadows Midtones Highlights

no details
s|iejap ou

Analyze your subject in terms of tonal values rather than colors.
Rely on your knowledge of tonal values to determine the proper exposure.




Understanding Exposure

Luminosity / Brightness

no details
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Shadows

Midtones Highlights
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Understanding Exposure
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Understanding Exposure
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Metering

‘ Spot

Depending on the situation, one method might be better than the others.
In the end, the exposure selection should be made by the photographer.

Preferred Metering - Nikon 3D Matrix - Canon Evaluative



Exposure Modes
TTL metering makes it easy for the most part, but it's not fool proof.

Aperture Priority Speed Priority Manual

All exposure modes do the same hasic thing-read reflected light.
Disadvantage - the meter can be fooled by light or dark spots in the surrounding areas.

Using a handheld light meter to find the basic middle-toned exposure is a very

precise approach when in doubt. On a clear sunny day, a middle-toned exposure can
be calculated using the Sunny £16 rule.
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Selecting the Best Exposure

Overcast Medium Intensity Harsh

"Zero" the exposure 0 EV underexpose -1EV underexpose -2 EV

Making a wise selection on your exposure will depend on the light situation in
relation to your subject, and how the background affects what the meter "sees"
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Check Background Exposure

Metered Exposure




Check Background Exposure

Adjusted Exposure
+1EV

1/500 @ f'8




The Digital Advantage

Understanding Histograms

Shadow Dominant

Middle Tone Dominant

Input Levels:

‘..

Highlight Dominant
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The Digital Advantage
Highlight Warnings

1/1250 f8
1.6 EV *

1/400 f8 0 EV




Understanding Auto Focus System
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Understanding Auto Focus System

51 AF Sensors - 15 Cross Type




9 point sensor group

Understanding Auto Focus System
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Composition

The Rule of Thirds




Composition

Guiding Lines




Cropping Rules




Orientation




Orientation




Working in the Field

No wind, cooler, etc. Expect the unexpected. Soft light is better
than harsh.

Long sleeves, sunscreen, bug spray.

The field is not the place to find out how to

use the spot meter, or where to do a flash
Have a plan before you head out. compensation.

It hurts to lose a shot because you left the Nature runs its own clock. Don't rush things.
macro lens at home.

Regardless of your subject matter, always
It needed, come back at a better time. keep your distance and avoid endangering
your subject or yourself.

Read before you leave the house.
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Tips for Shooting Plants & Flowers

Avoid windy days.

Be selective; there's always a better flower in the
patch. Look around.

Add drama by including other subjects, such as
insects.

Get closer and eye-level.
Diffuse natural light for better contrast.
Watch the depth of field. Too much can ruin the

background, and too shallow might bring your
subject out of focus.




Tips for Shooting Mammals

Avoid a direct path when stalking.

Do not look your subject in the eyes or show any
interest.

Stay low, it's less intimidating.

Pay attention to the wind direction; mammals
have a keen sense of smell.

Use fill flash whenever possible to enhance fur
details.

Use a fast enough shutter speed to freeze sudden
movements and obtain sharper images.

Study your subject to learn their body language.
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Tips for Shooting Birds

Birds are more active in the early and late hours of
the day.

Approach using a zig-zag pattern and avoid looking
straight at them.

Some birds will venture closer to you as long as you
stay quiet and motionless.

Use fill flash whenever possible.
(Better Beamer)

Use the fastest shutter speed you can afford.

Watch your composition.

When shooting birds in flight, start focusing early.
Use continuous AF.
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Tips for Shooting Reptiles

Early in the morning or cold days are more
productive for reptiles.

Use a long focal length to keep enough distance
from your subject.

For non-dangerous subjects, try including the
environment by means of a wide-angle shot.

Small subjects can be photographed in the field
under controlled conditions by setting up a mini
studio.

Get close and personal when possible without
disturbing your subject.

Look for interesting behaviors such as mating,
courtship or eating.



Tips for Shooting Amphibians

Most amphibians are most active through the
- night. Aflashlight attached to a macro bracket
can help you focus in the dark.

~ Manually focusing on your subject will produce
better results as you can adjust the focus plane a
lot quicker.

When working at high magnification, focus the
camera by moving back and forth, instead of using
the ring.

If in a controlled environment, avoid stressing the
animal by supplying enough humidity and proper
temperature.

Flash is a must when shooting these subjects. A
diffuser will help control shadows and contrast.
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Tips for Shooting Insects

Shoot them early in the morning, when they're
less active.

T Insects have a safe zone. Avoid getting too close
> all at once. If needed, approach from the
bottom up.

Watch out for your shadow, as many insects
respond to light readily.

Fill-flash is a must for most shots as they tend to
hide on the underside of leaves, etc.

To enhance the chances of getting multiple shots
of a butterfly sipping nectar from a flower,
sprinkle a few drops of sugared water on the
flower.

When shooting insects avoid using repellents. @



Capture the drama eye level.




Capture the action by panning as you shoot - don't stop!
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