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Thank you!!



Thank you!!



Standards
▪ What are they?



Standards
“…a cooperative effort that represents the most 
current knowledge, expertise and techniques in 
our field...a reflection of what we have learned 
collectively and have successfully applied.”



Standards: TIMELINE

First Edition: 1989

Work began 1982-83.

33 pages.

Outline for “self-regulating”

Second Edition: 1993

Updated with a two-page insert; 
printed as a 35- page booklet

Third Edition: 2000

Expanded tables, added more descriptions, 
added criteria for euthanasia, added checklists, 
sample forms and references. 

67 pages; adopted into Federal Regulations.

Fourth Edition: 2012

Expanded all sections. Added 
metric tables. Included reptiles. 
Added more references and 
forms.    116 pages.

Fifth Edition: 2021

Dropped “Minimum”

418 Pages….



Standards
▪ Basic standards

▪ Improve quality of care

▪ Reduce harm

▪ Provide guidance

▪ Enclosures

▪ Record keeping

▪ Safety and health



Standards Are NOT
▪ A series of enclosure sizes

▪ A comprehensive guide to 
rehabilitation in theory and 
practice

▪ An attempt to make everyone 
the same



Standards
▪ What’s new and 

exciting in 
Standards 2021?



NARWAHLS!



Standards 2021

▪ Layout by Julissa Favela

▪ Call out boxes

▪ Color photos

▪ Additional tables

▪ Diagrams



Standards 2021
▪ Minimum and recommended standards

▪ Animal welfare in theory & practice

▪ Expanded information for all species

▪ Housing, enrichment, environmental 
factors

▪ Expanded chapter on biosecurity



Standards 2021
▪ New chapters

▪ Animal welfare 

▪ Stress

▪ Disaster preparedness

▪ Capture & transport

▪ Release

▪ Criteria & decision-making tree for 
release, surrogacy & placement



Standards 2021
▪ Disposition section expanded

▪ Release preparation
▪ Release criteria

▪ Renesting/reuniting evaluation & standards

▪ Euthanasia criteria has been expanded
▪ Keeping alive is not necessarily in the animal’s best welfare
▪ Euthanasia is not a failure

▪ Placement criteria
▪ Based on input from rehabilitation community, AZA 

guidelines, education community
▪ Evaluation of animal and receiving facility

























Standards

▪ What’s new for 
birds?



Standards 2021

▪ Enclosure sizes for nestlings & juvenile birds

▪ Max # birds/enclosure
▪ Additional “codes” relating to furnishings, 

enrichments, and other 
recommendations                                     









Codes





Standards

▪ What’s new for 
mammals?



Standards 2021

▪ Enclosure sizes for young mammals 
separate from adults

▪ Max # mammals/enclosure
▪ Additional “codes” relating to furnishings, 

enrichments, and other 
recommendations                                     



Codes









Standards

▪ What’s new for 
herps?



Standards 2021

▪ Enclosure sizes for reptiles AND amphibians

▪ Max # mammals/enclosure
▪ Expanded information on environmental 

care (temperature, humidity, substrates)
▪ Emerging Disease Concerns
▪ Enrichment ideas





Codes











Evaluation for Placement

• Criteria
– Evaluation of the animal

• Physical
• Behavior, temperament
• Natural history

– Evaluation of the facility
• Structural
• Experience personnel

– Use/Purpose 
• Static display
• Program animal
• Surrogacy



Renesting/Reuniting

• Evaluating the baby

• Evaluating nest/den site

– Or appropriate foster parent

• Methods of introduction

• Monitoring afterwards

Photo © Kim Steininger



Prosthetics





TErminology
▪ Glossary
▪ Acronyms



Glossary                   Acronyms    



Facility Review Checklist





Standards 2021
▪ On-line access to an 

electronic version
▪ Must be active member
▪ Must have internet

▪ Everyone will have 
access to the 
information in some 
form

▪ Print version available 
for purchase

▪ E Book available for 
purchase





Standards
▪ How can it be used by Rehabilitators?
▪ How can it be used by USFWS/State Agencies?



Standards
▪ Read the whole text, then refer back to 

sections

▪ Honest assessments

▪ Center on animal needs and health

▪ Guidance for rehabilitators and regulators



STANDARDS
in wildlife rehabilitation

There are always ways to 

IMPROVE


