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Skunk classification

• Striped skunks – Mephitis 
mephitis

• Until recently, skunks were 
classified as weasels

• Genetically, they were 
recently separated into their 
own family ‘Mephitidae’ 
(with stink badgers).

– Latin for “a noxious, pestilent, 
or foul exhalation from the 
earth.”



Skunk Spray

• Oily sticky sulphuric 
substance
– Formed in their complex 

anal glands

– Mix of 7 compounds 
known as thiols and 
thioacetates

• Can spray with one or 
both glands

• Can spray with accuracy 
in target as well as 
volume (≤ 10’) 



Skunk Spray



Skunks…
• Adults have ~2tbsp of fluid total 

(divided between the 2 glands)

– Enough for roughly 5 full ‘squirts’

• It takes 10 days to refill 
completely

• They will avoid spraying 
whenever possible to prevent 
loss 

• This is their only true defense



Skunk Calls

• Family is den oriented

• Moms stay close 
– Young skunks observed on their own are 

rarely candidates for reuniting
– Skunks that are stuck/trapped or otherwise 

restricted are candidates

• Exclusions are often easy with minimal 
hazing
– Noise
– Light (when feasible)
– Mixed opinions on scent deterrents
– Minor threats/risk will almost always result 

in the doe immediately moving her den

• Always remember to tell people the risks 
of any direct contact!



A few words on natural 
history

• Doe, Buck and kits (kittens)

• A group of skunks is a ‘surfeit’

– Means “too much of something”

• Mating season starts in 
February 

– Only paternal involvement

• Gestation – 60-75d

• Whelping begins in May

• Litter size ~2-9



A few words on natural 
history

• Kits open their eyes at 3-4 wks

• They stay in their protective den for a few 
more weeks before emerging

• Mom is away longer as they grow, hunting to 
support the needs of the whole family

• At 6-7 wks they begin nightly foraging with 
mom

• She actively teaches them life skills over the 
next few months

– Digging

– Specialized techniques

• Toxic caterpillars

• Scorpions 

• Vulnerable age / high mortality 

• Males will leave with hesitation

• Females often stay until or even through first 
winter

• Reproductive at 1yr



Raising baby skunks



Raising Baby Skunks…

• Indoor housing is simple
– As a denning species, they 

are typically housed in 
kennels and smaller sized 
caging

– Require an additional 
daily cage cleaning 
(compared to other 
common species)

• Not labor intensive
– Skunks lap and self feed 

from a very young age

– Very food driven



Skunk PermitS ARE NEW IN 
TENNESSEE…

• Last year I worked to amend 
the wording of the Tennessee 
Code Annotate as it applies to 
the rehabilitation of skunks.

• The new law went into effect 
in May 2018.

• We are sharing our protocol 
with permitted rehabilitators 
and working with them to 
help jump start skunk care in 
the state of Tennessee.



WP Orphan Skunk Protocol



WP Orphan Skunk Protocol

Please note that developmental 
landmarks should be used for age 

estimation, 

Not body weights!



Skunks under 150 grams

• Mother stays in den with 
neonates

• Only leaves for brief nightly 
hunts

• Not (as) commonly found by the 
public

• Care protocols are similar to
other common mammal species

• Esbilac™ (prepared as directed)







WP Orphan Skunk Protocol





WP Orphan Skunk Protocol







Give Them Time To Mature



Respect Their Natural Behaviors





Endoparasitic Considerations

• It is a good idea to 
fecal/de-worm skunks 
in captive care

• At WP

– Tapeworms

– Roundworms 

– Coccidia (Eimeria spp)



Endoparasitic Considerations

• Larval migrans

• Ocular toxocariasis



In most states, rabies 
vaccination is required in 

rehabilitated skunks

Imrab 3™



Skunks should always be 
with conspecifics…

• Skunk (200g) admitted in 
late October at the very end 
of our ‘skunk season’

• Only one other kit came in 
after, but was a euthanasia

• Skunk was solitary 

• Special consideration was 
given for habitat, 
enrichment and all general 
care



Skunks should always be 
with conspecifics…

• After 7 weeks in care, he 
started actively seek human 
interaction

• Very puppy like behaviors 

• Always wanted contact and 
became needy

• Behaviorally non-releasable



Release Criteria

• Recommended minimum 
weight - 2.2kg

• Avoids human approach

• Difficult to catch

• Denning behavior







The End


