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SKUNK CLASSIFICATION

e Striped skunks — Mephitis
mephitis

e Until recently, skunks were
classified as weasels

e Genetically, they were
recently separated into their
own family ‘Mephitidae’
(with stink badgers).

— Latin for “a noxious, pestilent,

or foul exhalation from the
earth.”




SKUNK SPRAY

* Qily sticky sulphuric
substance

— Formed in their complex
anal glands

— Mix of 7 compounds
known as thiols and
thioacetates | ‘

e Can spray with one or X gt <
both glands g , g

e Can spray with accuracy
in target as well as

VO I ume (S 10’ ) H\C_CﬁsH HyC CH, SH 5
4 2 \CH/ \Cé
H,C—C 7 _SH
\H H l ; =

3 _ .
(E) 2-butene-1-thiol 3-methyl-1-butanethiol 2-quinolinemethanthiol



MakeAGIF.com



SKUNKS...

e Adults have ~2tbsp of fluid total
(divided between the 2 glands)

— Enough for roughly 5 full ‘squirts’

e |t takes 10 days to refill
completely

* They will avoid spraying
whenever possible to prevent
loss

e This is their only true defense



SKUNK CALLS
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Family is den oriented

Moms stay close

— Young skunks observed on their own are
rarely candidates for reuniting

— Skunks that are stuck/trapped or otherwise
restricted are candidates

Exclusions are often easy with minimal
hazing

— Noise

— Light (when feasible)

— Mixed opinions on scent deterrents

— Minor threats/risk will almost always result
in the doe immediately moving her den

Always remember to tell people the risks
of any direct contact!



A FEW WORDS ON NATURAL
HISTORY

Doe, Buck and kits (kittens)
A group of skunks is a ‘surfeit’

— Means “too much of something”

Mating season starts in
February

— Only paternal involvement
Gestation — 60-75d
Whelping begins in May
Litter size ~2-9




A FEW WORDS ON NATURAL
HISTORY

* Kits open their eyes at 3-4 wks

* They stay in their protective den for a few
more weeks before emerging

* Mom is away longer as they grow, hunting to
support the needs of the whole family
* At 6-7 wks they begin nightly foraging with
mom
* She actively teaches them life skills over the
next few months
— Digging
— Specialized techniques

* Toxic caterpillars
* Scorpions

* Vulnerable age / high mortality
* Males will leave with hesitation

*  Females often stay until or even through first
winter

*  Reproductive at 1yr






RAISING BABY SKUNKS...
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* Indoor housing is simple i *"g,\.\'\‘\'\.
)
— As a denning species, they
are typically housed in
kennels and smaller sized

caging

— Require an additional
daily cage cleaning
(compared to other
common species)
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e Not labor intensive

— Skunks lap and self feed
from a very young age
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— Very food driven

>

s
1)

=



e The new law went into effect

 We are sharing our protocol

SKUNK PERMITS ARE NEW IN
TENNESSEE...

* Lastyear | worked to amend ﬁ«
the wording of the Tennessee + =%
Code Annotate as it appliesto {52

the rehabilitation of skunks.

in May 2018.

with permitted rehabilitators
and working with them to
help jump start skunk care in
the state of Tennessee.



W@ SKUNK FEEDING/HOUSING CHART

WEIGHT

AMOUNT
PER SKUNK

STAPLE DIET
ITEMS

SUPPLEMENTS

HOUSING

150g
fo
200g
34 weeks

(eyves open af
3 weeks)

148 cup

of each of the
diet items

Dish 1: 2 paris warm
Esbilac poured over
1-part canned kitten
&1-part moistened cat
food

Do not stir together

Dish 2: Warm Esbilac*

Dish FEED TID

NOMNE
{monitor for hand-feeding
if weighis
go down)
syrings feeding more than

nk in grawg, da nat dig

transfer on feeding mplements.

Smaall k-cab with
heat pad

200g
fo
250g

5-6 weeks

¥ cup

of each of the
diet items

Dish 1: 2 paris warm
Esbilac poured over
1-part canned kitten
&1-part moistened cat
food

Do not stir together

Dish 2: Warm Esbilac®

Dish FEED BID

NONE

K-cab without
heat pad

250g
fo
350g

7 wesks

¥ cup

of each of the
diet items

1-part moistened
cat food only
1-part wamed
Esbilac =* (poured
over cat food)

Dish FEED BID

=12 chopped smelt each
or equivalent in protein
(mw's, pinkies, egg etc)
1 Tohsp of chopped fruit
each

Sprinkle on top of Staple
Diet

Wire cage with
pans of dirt, hide
o, fleecie in
hide box
shredded paper

*In very hot temperatures, remove formula dish after 1 hour to prevent rancidity.
**Formula should be offered until the smallest one in the group weighs 300q.
***Supplement should be offered when the heaviest one in the group weighs 250qg.

350g
to
400g

9 wesks

¥ cup

of each of the
diet items

1.

2.

1-part moistened
cat food

1-part dry Kitten
kibble

FEED SID (PM])

1. %= chopped smelt each
or equivalent in
profein {mw's, pinkies,
quail etc)

. Small pieces of fruit
and veggies. (2 Thsp)

Wire cage with
pans of dirt, hide
box, shredded
paper cnly

400g
fo
450g

10 weeks

VECRS

% cup

of each of the
diet items

Dry Kitten
Kibble Cnly

FEED SID (PM)

Pieces of fruit and
veggies
Mice, fish, eggs, pan of
dirt with ew’'s or mw's (No
mare than 10% of total
diet or 2 Thsp)
OFFER @ PM FEED
QOMLY

Outdoor caging
wi hide boxes,
straw, dirt
pranches, efc

Check for release @ 2kg — must be afraid of people, stamping and lifting tail when
people approach.




PLEASE NOTE THAT DEVELOPMENTAL
LANDMARKS SHOULD BE USED FOR AGE
ESTIMATION,

NOT BODY WEIGHTS!




SKUNKS UNDER 150 GRAMS

Mother stays in den with
neonates

Only leaves for brief nightly
hunts

Not (as) commonly found by the
public

Care protocols are similar to
other common mammal species

Esbilac™ (prepared as directed)




WEIGHT

AMOUNT
PER SKUNK

STAPLE DIET
ITEMS

SUPPLEMENTS

HOUSING

1509
to
200g
3-4 weeks

(eyes open af
3 Weeks)

1/8 cup

of each of the
diet items

Dish 1: 2 paris warm
Esbilac poured over
1-part canned kitten

& 1-part moistenad cat
food

Do not stir together

Dish 2 Warm Esbilac®

Dish FEED TID

NOMNE
(monitor for hand-feeding
if weeighis
go down)

When syringe faeding more than
e skuink in grawg, da nat dip
ripgbe in jar of farmula. Sinos

ey is traremmitted in i, coee
shauld be faken o prevent =alva
iransfer on feeding implements.

Small k-cab wit
heat pad




AMOUNT STAPLE DIET SUPPLEMENTS
PER SKUNK ITEMS

Ya cup Dish 1: 2 paris warm K-cab without
Esbilac poured over 1 heat pad
of each of the | part canned kitten &1
diet items part moistened cat
food
Do not stir together

Dish 2 Warm Esbilac®

Dish FEED BID




250g

AMOUNT STAPLE DIET SUPPLEMENTS
PER SKUNK ITEMS

1 part moistened
..a.’[ food only

1 part warmed
Esbilac ** (poured
over cat food) each

u. |_.I.,|;_|

of each of the
diet items

**%¥z chopped smelt each | Wire cage with
or eguivalent in protein | pans of dirt, hide

imw's, pinkies, egg etc.) box, fleecie in
1 Thsp of chopped fruit hide box

shredded paper

Dish FEED EBID Sprinkle on top of Staple
Diet







AMOUNT STAPLE DIET SUPPLEMENTS
PER SKUNK ITEMS

1 part moistened . /2 chopped smelt each | Wire cage with
cat food or equivalent in pans of dirt, hide
1 part dry Kitten protein (mw's, pinkies, box, shredded
kibble quail etc) paper only

2. Small pieces of fruit
FEED SID (PM) and veggies. (2 Tbsp)

35ﬂg
4009

9 weeks

2 cup

of each of the
diet items

2.







AMOUNT
PER SKUNK

400g Yacup
to
450g of each of the
diet items
10 weeks

STAPLE DIET
ITEMS

Dry Kitten
Kibble Only

FEED SID (PM)

SUPPLEMENTS

Pieces of fruit and
veggies
Mice, fish, eggs, pan of
dirt with ew's or mw’s (No
more than 10% of total
diet or 2 Tbsp)
OFFER @ PM FEED

Outdoor caging
w/ hide boxes,
straw, dirt,
branches, etc
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Give Them Time To Mature
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espect Their Natural Behaviors
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ENDOPARASITIC CONSIDERATIONS

* |tisagoodideato
fecal/de-worm skunks
In captive care

* At WP ¢
— Tapeworms :
— Roundworms
— Coccidia (Eimeria spp)




ENDOPARASITIC CONSIDERATIONS

e Larval migrans




INMOST STATES, RABIES
VACCINATION IS REQUIRED IN
REHABILITATED SKUNKS

Rabies Vaccine
Kifed Virys
Vaccin antirabique

Imrab 3™



SKUNKS SHOULD ALWAYS BE
WITH CONSPECIFICS...

Skunk (200g) admitted in
late October at the very end
of our ‘skunk season’

Only one other kit came in
after, but was a euthanasia

Skunk was solitary

Special consideration was
given for habitat,
enrichment and all general
care




SKUNKS SHOULD ALWAYS BE
WITH CONSPECIFICS...

O 3
After 7 weeks in care, he v ‘
started actively seek human S

interaction

Very puppy like behaviors

Always wanted contact and
became needy

Behaviorally non-releasable

ﬂ.ﬂ/m'm‘, COLII'{éJy 0f 4 4 ;\ 4
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RELEASE CRITERIA

Recommended minimum
weight - 2.2kg

Avoids human approach

Difficult to catch

Denning behavior
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