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Parents can always do it 
better!

Rehab center doesn’t 
guarantee survival

Rehabilitation centers 
typically have an overload of 
baby animals in the summer.

Better to keep them wild, 
chance of imprinting in rehab 

 Myth- Parents normally 
wont reject their young 
because of being handled by 
humans 



Nest Blown down in storm

Nest cut down while trimming a tree

Removal of nest from the eaves of a home

Tear  down of a structure such as a shed or barn 
where a nest/den is located

Assume nest has been abandoned before the 
parent has time to return

See baby animal with no sight of mother or 
nest/den



-It is important to know some of the natural history of the species to choose 
the right method to re-nest it.

Many times feeding activity is missed and it is assumed that the baby 
is an orphan.

 Is this species nocturnal, diurnal, or crepuscular? 

How long has the baby been alone?

Look for droppings- if the baby has pooped then it is being fed.

 Is the original nest/den site known, is it still intact?

Listen for calls when approaching the baby, protective parents will 
make danger calls.

Keep in mind parents often have many different nesting/denning 
sites.



• Bleeding?

• Limping?

• Appear weak, 
malnourished?

• Panting/salivating?

• Was the animal attacked? 

• Is a predator stalking the 
baby? 

If yes to any of these 
Questions bring to or call 

SFWC 

954-524-4302    ext. 10



If the answer is NO to the previous 
questions, next determine the age of 

the baby you have found.

Neonate

Baby

Baby/Juvenile 



Depending of size and 

species

Wicker/ wooden baskets

Cardboard box 

Laundry Baskets

Disposable pet carriers

Natural materials

Wooden boxes

Wax coated boxes



-Cavity and Leaf Nests

-Natural and “Man-

Made” Settings

http://imgc.allpostersimages.com/images/P-473-488-

90/61/6141/RT8G100Z/posters/michael-s-quinton-red-squirrel-tamiasciurus-

hudsonicus-four-young-at-entrance-to-nest-in-a-tree-alaska.jpg

http://farm3.staticflickr.com/2356/1819644421_10c7716614_m.jpg

http://www.wildlifehotline.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/gutternest.jpg



-Cavity and Dugout

-Natural and “Man-

Made” Setting

http://brucetrail.org/system/images/0000/0966/

Raccoon-Young-in-Tree-Den-5667.jpg

http://il9.picdn.net/shutterstock/videos/1493155/thumb/1.jpg

http://newtcollc.com/animal/pests/raccoon/raccoon-damage-10.jpg

http://www.termitechpest.com/images/pests/raccoon4.jpg



-Cavity Nesters (Trees 

or Dugout)

-Natural and “Man-

Made” Settings 

http://tracker.cci.fsu.edu/greyfox/files/2012/04/Grey-Fox-Website_16.jpg

http://animal.memozee.com/ArchOLD-2/1108225281.jpg

https://cmsadmin30.convio.net/preview!www.humanesociety.org/assets/images/

270x224/landscapes_structures/damage/fox_den.jpg?authToken=b74de1259b

56d29c4824e3b654f7cc5905c3f831

http://www.trapperman.com/forum/attachments/usergals/2015/10/full-42431-

296328-2015_10_05_16.23.35.jpg



• Assessment

• Active or Passive Reunion Opportunity

• Container

• Monitoring

• Confirmation



• Extension pole that can place a reunion box with hooks 

on a tree branch or gutter line

• Access to a roof hatch that will get you on to a flat roof or 

low angle roof

• Step ladder

• A flexible (very portable) little giant ladder type.

• Large zip ties or bungee cords. 

• A volunteer with experience: roofer, climber, firefighter, 

exterior painter, cable technician, etc. 





• Adults

• Diurnal

• Excellent eyesight

• Excellent hearing

• Excellent sense of smell

• Communicate by body language

• Excellent Climbers

• Babies

• Eyes open at 5 weeks

• Mobile at 6-8 weeks

• Can leave the den at 8 weeks

• Can forage on own at 8-10 weeks

• Stays with Mom until 3-4 months



While gathering materials, keep the baby in a dark, quiet, warm 
location.

The Nest-

• Put some natural filler in the faux nest such as hay, leaves, or 
other natural debris. (do not use a towel)

• Must have some small drainage holes in the bottom of the nest.

• Must have an opening large enough for mom to get in to retrieve 
babies and deep enough that babies cannot get out.

• Must be secured to a solid structure 

• Out of direct sunlight 

• Close to the original location of nest 

• High enough to be as protected from predators as possible

-baiting the box will often entice interest

-playing sounds of baby squirrels will often entice mom to come 
seek out her young.



For neonates and smaller babies a shoebox 

could be used +/- hand warmers and wool 

“warmie”





• Adults

• Excellent night vision 

• Excellent hearing

• Excellent sense of smell

• Good Swimmers

• Excellent Climbers

• Babies

• Eyes open at 3 weeks

• Mobile at 4-6 weeks

• Can leave the den at 7 weeks

• Can forage on own at 4 months

• Stays with Mom from 6-8 months



While gathering materials, keep the baby in a dark, quiet, warm location.

 The “Nest”-For babies (roughly the size of your hand)

• Use a cardboard box with a large flap cut in the side which will allow 
the mother to push in, and quarter sized breathing holes. 

• Put some natural filler in the faux nest such as hay, leaves, or other 
natural debris. (do not use a towel)

• Must have some small drainage holes in the bottom of the box.

• Must be secured to a solid structure or firmly planted on the ground

• Out of direct sunlight 

• Close to the original location of nest 

• As protected from predators as possible

The Nest-For larger babies/juveniles

-If the babies are larger and moving around a lot an upside down laundry 
basket with a medium sized rock placed on the top will secure the babies 
inside while allowing mom to push the rock off and retrieve her baby.

-Playing sounds of young raccoons may entice the mother to come back 
quicker.  



Quarter Sized 

Breathing Holes

Hinged flap

For neonates and smaller 

babies +/- hand warmers 



Slanted Roof

Hinged Top

Many Quarter-

Sized Breathing 

Holes on Sides

Thick Rubber 

Flap Attached to 

Inside of Entry 

Hole

Smaller Drainage Holes on Bottom

Large Enough Hole for 

Mom to Enter





• Adults

• Excellent night vision 

• Excellent hearing

• Excellent sense of smell

• Known to Climb Trees

• Babies

• Eyes open at 10-12 days 

• Mobile at 3-5 weeks

• Can leave the den at 8 weeks

• Can Forage on own at 4 months

• Stay with Mom until 7 months

http://www.mendonomasightings.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Fox-Kit-with-parent-by-Craig-Tooley.jpg



While gathering materials, keep the baby in a dark, quiet, warm location.

 The Nest/Den-

• Put some natural filler in the faux nest such as hay, leaves, or other 
natural debris. (do not use a towel)

• Must have some small drainage holes in the bottom.

• Must have an opening large enough for mom to get in to retrieve babies 
and deep enough that babies cannot get out.

• Must be firmly planted on the ground as out of sight as possible.

• Out of direct sunlight 

• Close to the original location of den or found location 

• Hidden enough to be as protected from predators as possible

-playing sounds of fox kits may help entice mother 

-Gray foxes are largely nocturnal so it is best to re-nest in the early 
morning or evenings.

-Gray foxes are also known to climb trees, but rarely nest high up.





 Parents must feel safe before approaching new nest!

 Stay as far away from the nest as possible while still keeping an eye on 
whether or not the parents return.

 Stay calm and quiet and explain the situation to your neighbors.

 Try not to park near the site if you know that you will be 
leaving/returning frequently. 

Keep pets inside or leashed and far away from the re-nesting area.

-If pets are being noisy from inside take them to a different room.

Allow the parents adequate time based on their natural history to 
return. 

-This is always determined on a case by case basis.

 Once the babies leave the “nest”, remove it as other animals may 
colonize it.





• Babies are still there and Mom was not seen?

• Mom is seen in the area but the babies are still there?

• Some were left behind?

• Do they look healthy (making sounds, moving around, etc)?

• Are they lethargic/cold?

• Any signs of predation?

*All Answers are SPECIES and SITUATION dependent!*

Sometimes Mom left babies for a reason, and sometimes re-nesting/re-

uniting attempts do not work.



• Placing a trap camera

• Spreading dichotomous earth or flour around

• Analyzing baby behavior and vigor

• Weighing the babies

• Stimulating

• Scent marking/feces present 

• Marks on the re-nesting apparatus 



• Raccoons:

• As of August 12, 2016 of 47 raccoon re-nests attempted, 45% were 

successfully re-nested.

• Gray Squirrel:

• As of September 19, 2016 of 11 attempts 54% were successfully re-

nested!

• Gray Fox:

• Only 1 Re-nesting attempted this year and was successful!

• These preliminary statistics are only for animals re-nested by 

SFWC staff and volunteers.

• Many more re-nesting successes occur by educating the public and 

providing them with re-nesting materials!



Big Thanks to John Griffin and Humane Wildlife Services, HSUS!


