RELEASE CONSIDERATIONS
SETTING THEM UP FOR SUCCESS




Much emphasis on:

A Initial care

A Housing

A Diet and nutrition

A TRIAGE

A Captive rearing process
A Growth and development
A Fluid therapy

A Wound management

A Parasite control

A Meds and treatment plans
A Etcé é . .

Much time and energy spent on:

A Feeding
A Cleaning
A Enrichment

A Facility development and maintenance

A Record keeping

A Clinical needs
A Medicating and daily care
A Diagnostics
A Veterinary services
A Lab work
A Radiology

A Etcé é .

,h

REHABILITATION OF WILD PATIEN

Donot forget:
A Working with the public

A Permitting and reports

A Fundraising

A Board development

A Grant writing

A General admin tasks

A Training

A Marketing

A Continuing ed
A Self +/- staff/vol

A Etcé .



This is all very important, but after all that work, how much time, energy and planning is spent on the release plan for
these animals?

Often the rehabilitation process is extensive, complex and costly, then the animal is simply let go, with little to no
strategy for post release survival.

Exampl es é.

A Adult animals relocated due to convenience or personal preference, often translocated far away from mates/families
A Animals are released without regard for hunting pressures, weather clearance or seasonal behaviors

AAni mals released 0in the backyardbo







OF THE REHAB PLAN

Our animals deserve the same consideration for thei
release, as they have during their captive care
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A Any wild animal in rehabilitation has alrealhgt the game

A Competition concerns
A Survival of the Fittest

A Special Olympics are not an option

Release strategy is critical for surviving the transmo
back to their wild home R
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RELEASE PLANNING

A State/federal guidelines and restrictions

A Animal
A Recovery/reconditioning status
A Body condition
A Developmental requirements

A Physical requirements
A Feather condition
A Waterproofing

A Environment/Weather!!
A IMO, data remains insufficient
A Rain/wind
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R el Cycle RELEASE PLANNING

AHibernation/brumation/estivation
ABreeding season/territorial stresses
AMigration

AHabitat assessment
AWet ground
ABare trees
AMinimal grasses
AFrozen water

A Safety concerns
AHunting/trapping season
A Festivals/holidays/events
ASpecies concernseé
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POST-RELEASE MONITORING




POST RELEASE MONITORING

A Visual observation - anecdotal
A Trail cam (eq.)
A Good old sightings

A Not solid data but good for identifying trends and
guestionseéeé

A Physical Marking
A Tags / Bands / permanent marks
A Ideal for visual ID (both in field and post  -mortem)

A Radiotelemetry
A Satellite
A Conventional
A Most effective (and most expensive)
















RELEASE MONITORING
OBSERVATIONS IN CAPTIVE
REARED MAMMALS

201~2019




A Release site database

A Property owners apply through the
website

A Properties are selected for specific
species/groups/individuals

A All soft and buffered releases were

through this program (except animals returned
to their point of origin)
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STANDARD RELEASE METHOL

Hard

A Let animal go, period.
A Goodbye, best of luck to you!

Soft

A Assist animal during the transition from captive care
A Supplemental food and/or provision of temporary shelter

Buffered

A Den boxes

A Release into permanent structures
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HARD RELEASE

Commonly used for:

Adults 6 most species

Most species of birds and reptiles
Many animals in short term care

Not ideal for juvenile mammals
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SOFT RELEASE

A Open cage door on site
A Offers known/familiar shelter

A Move animal to release site in
advance of release

A Few hours & few days 8 few weeks

A Provide supplemental food
A Responsibly!
A Bird feeders
A Scattering food in release area




A Open cage door on site
A Offers known/familiar shelter

A Move animal to release site in
advance of release

A Few hours 8 few days & few weeks

A Provide supplemental food
A Responsibly!
A Bird feeders
A Scattering food in release area
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Release Observations

Trends in captive reared juvenile mammals
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A342 OPOSSUMS(Healthy and perfect!!)*

AAIl were released close to or after dusk
ALowest releasavt ~5019

AHighest releasat 1.96kg

ARelease group siz& to 9 animals

AFood was scattered at release + 3 times for
10-14 days postelease
A (timing adjusted throughout study period)
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PROGRAM DETAILS

A First year of the program animals were
taken to the release site 4 -6 hours in
advance and left quietly at the site

A Most would be huddled together with
food and water untouched until release
time

ASince this 6adjust men
appear to have an observable impact
on their behavior, it was reduced to ~1
hour



THINK IF YOU DRINK”
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COULEGUN HELFING TO EDUCATE AND ENCOURAGE RESPONSIBLE SOCHLIING
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Prelminary Ob s er vat

A Loosely grouped by size

AbSmall er 6 and Ol arger o
A ~800g

A 19% were in dens (kennel) the morning after
release (Day 1)
AAlwere 6Small er 6
A All were gone when checked evening on Day 1

A There were very few visual sightings of any animal

after the first 24hours

A Due to the lack of trail cams, this is of little to no
definitive value
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TRENDS OBSERVEL

A Smaller opossums often stayed in kennel
for hours, with very few leaving without
delay

A 1t was consistently noted that the smaller

opossums would stay close to the kennel,
and go in and out before leaving

A Older/larger opossums consistently left
kennel with minimal hesitation or delay

A No exceptions

A All were increasing their distance from the
kennel before we left the site
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eV TRENDS OBSERVEL

ASmaller/younger opossums:

A Commonly started eating |
supplemented foods as soon as it was
found

A Typically remained visible for  at least
the first hour

A Were regularly seen on trail cams at
and around release site through the
first night

A Only 2 of 342 opossums were
observed using rele
hours
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eV TRENDS OBSERVEL
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Larger/older opossums

A Generally moved away from
release site quickly after
leaving the kennel/box

A Would forage and climb limbs
almost immediately once
away from release area

A Much safer behavior (in
theory)



11 weeks post release
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Basi c | nfoé

A 51 raccoons

A All were released near dusk
A Release groups - 4 to 9 animals

A Animals were taken to release site in advance and left
quietly at site
A When program guidelines were developed, we were planning to increase the

time on site depending on the behavioral assessment of the group (state
approval required)

A Like opossums, we never need e-giteformore e a

than the day of release

A This past season we left 2 groups at site for 4 days before release and both
groups stayed at that location for 5 months (and are still there currently)

ARel ease 6kennel d remained

A Food was scattered at release + 3 times for 10-14 days
post-release

A (Timing adjusted throughout study period)

RACCOONS
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