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Plan

ÅRaptor Care & 
Maintenance Aids

ïHandling tips

ïTail guards

ïCarpal bumpers

ïBeak & talon coping

ïImping

ïFoot Splints



Raptor Capture

ÅSurround

ÅCorner

ÅCover
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Handling



Handling



Raptor Care & Maintenance

ÅTails

ÅCarpi

ÅBeaks

ÅTalons

ÅFeathers



Regular Exams

ÅRehabilitation Birds

ïDepends on problem

ïMin. q3days until 
feeding well

ÅCaptive Birds

ïMin. monthly checks

ïKeep records

The Raptor Center of MN



Prevent tail feather damage



When to use tail guards

ÅCertain species

ïAccipiters

ïOsprey

Å.ƛǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
standing or are ataxic

ÅBirds that like to 
ƘŀƴƎΧΦ



Tail Guard Supplies

ÅUsed x-ray film

ÅMicropore (paper) 
tape

ÅWaterproof tape

ÅScissors

ÅMarker or template



Tail Feathers = Retrices



Sizing

Natural position

Measure approximate size / use template 

From calamus (quill) to tip



Mark & Trim to Fit



(Paper) Tape Top to Calamus



Reinforce Center & Close Edges



Tail Guards
Improper Proper



Tape Tail Guards
Paper Packing Tape

5ƻǳōƭŜ ŀǊƳΩǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ

Moisten w/warm water

Overlap >½ width

Press firmly

Tape bottom w/water-proof            
tape                                          

Dip in warm water to
remove



Tape Tail Guards

Moisten in Warm Water Begin at Base, under Vent



Tape Tail Guards

Spiral down tail Overlap ~1/2 tape width



Tape Tail Guards

Continue entire length
Press firmly in place and dry 
w/paper towel or cloth



Tape Tail Guards
Plastic tape at bottom Completed tail guard



Removing Tape Tail Guards



Carpal bumpers



Carpal damage from cage



Carpal Bumpers



Carpal Bumpers



Applying Bumpers

¢ŜƎŀŘŜǊƳϰ Microfoamϰ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ



Applying Bumpers

Microfoamϰ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ¢ŜƎŀŘŜǊƳϰ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ



Overgrown Beaks

Long-term captive Poor diet

Photos: http://www.themodernapprentice.com/



Overgrown Beaks

Malocclusion Long-term captive



Beak Coping
ÅKnow normal!!

ÅFile or Dremelϰ

ÅSpeculum

ÅWatch tongue

ÅDo in stages

Photo: http://www.themodernapprentice.com/

Photo: Arent, L. 2007. Raptors in Captivity. 


