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PLUSH 
ANIMALS, WHO 

KNEW THEY 
CAN BE 

EDUCATIONAL?

Beth Lott

Audubon Center for Birds of Prey

Maitland, Fl. 

REASONS TO USE A PLUSH (STUFFED)ANIMAL

• Cleaner than using dead bodies (no 

thawing, smell or residual “juice”)

•Can be reused over and over

•Can be used as an educational tool for the 

public of all ages.

•Can be used to illustrate real life scenarios

THINGS NEEDED TO MAKE YOUR ANIMALS

• Dowel rods

• Duct & electrical tape

• Stitch  remover

• Thread & needle

• Markers

• Miscellaneous 
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HOW TO MAKE A BROKEN “BONE”

• Measure out the length of dowel rod 

• Break dowel rod for broken bone

HOW TO MAKE A BROKEN “BONE”

• Remove stiches at seam where you want to insert “bone”.

• Duct tape joints as needed

• Insert “bone”

• Stich up ripped seam



3/29/2017

3

GAVAGE A DUCK/PELICAN

• Remove stitches from beak

• Remove excess stuffing

• Cut & tie bike inner tube

• Make cloaca

GAVAGE A DUCK/PELICAN

• Insert bike tire tube

• Make & insert trachea

• Insert tongue

• Re-stuff & stitch up
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EXTRA EMBELLISHMENTS

EXTRA EMBELLISHMENTS

EXTRA EMBELLISHMENTS
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HOW CAN THEY BE USED FOR EDUCATION?

• Teaching all ages about the importance of wildlife and the environment we 

share

• Teaching students/interns how to & what to look for when a patient comes in      

Practice with examinations & diagnosing (use of case studies)

Practice with gavage

Practice with suturing  

QUESTIONS?

Thanks to the following for all their help:

• Samantha Little

• Dr. Erica Miller DVM


