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Rehabilitators Code of Ethics

“Releasable animals should be maintained in a wild
condition and released as soon as appropriate”




VERY COMMON...

* “My owl was found about an hour away and I’m too busy with baby season, so |
just released him here” —upstate NY

* “We overwinter our squirrels because there is less food available for them and
they will be better off waiting until spring” —central CA

e “My cages are full, so | am keeping animals inside in kennels, after all, its better
than just euthanizing them” — NC

* “That bird is finally ready to go to the aviary but | need to get a fecal first” - GA



Duration of Rehabilitation is
Poorly Understood

* You can plan ahead in most cases

* If you are new to a certain animal, injury or sickness it is wise
to reach out for advice

Ex. In TN we are currently in our second squirrel season.
E. G squirrels stay with their mother until they are 12
weeks of age. Those that are admitted now with eyes
closed (< 4 weeks old) will need to be overwintered.
(FACT)



Duration of Rehabilitation is Rarely
Considered Until Near Release Time

* |tis ideal to start planning a release as soon as
possible

* Ex: a group of 3-week-old raccoons come in just as all
the others are about to be released

e Ex: a (migratory) hummingbird is admitted with a leg
injury after being caught in Halloween decorations.
He is not bearing weight on that limb and is at the tail
end of migration




INTAKE FORM

Intake

Casell 19-1807 Species Ruby-throaled Hummingbird Date Admitbed Aug 20, 2018
Band Referenced Marme Jim OUZTS

Date Found Aug 28, 2018 Criminal Activity? Yes | No

Location Found 203 Buchaman Drive Hendersanvilke, TH Uniled States

Reasons for Admission unable bo fly

Care by Rescuer sugar waber yesterday

Motes About Rescus

Rescuers Name Jim Ourts Rescuwers Phone (615) 824-5585

Rescuers Address 203 Buchanan Drive Hendersomdle, TH 37075 Uniled Siales

Motes About Rescuer

Initial Treatment
Plan

Fluids / Supplements

Nutrition

Medications

Examined By

Initial Exam
Eyes | Ears | Mouth | Mares Age Adull Sex Mals
_ Weight g TempF
Neurologic Dehydration
Attitude
Heart | Lungs Body Condition
PCW BC ™
Gl Vent Fecal
Musculoskelbetal
Feathers | Skin
Body
Wings [ Anms
Legs | Feet ! Hocks
Diagnosis B wing x
Initial Treatment Disposition
Plan Disposition Euthanired in Date Awg 29, 2019
Fluids | Supplements 2dhr
Nutrition Location TH Uniled Stabes
Medicaions Releaze T Transter Type
Examined By FESEon For Disposbon sy 1

Dispositiomed By Cogan T



EXAMPLES OF GENERAL PATIENT PLANS...

Orphans

Plan: Raise and release

* As always, the rehab plan should follow
the natural plan whenever possible

* Natural development and ‘normal”
behaviors should be used as guidelines

* Adjustments may need to be made due
to the absence of parental care

* |deally, this should be based on current
best practices
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Adjustments may need to be made due to the absence of parental care
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Intake Date

Motes (w/Date]

Species EGS0  ID 19-188 (Stephan) Intake Date B/3/19 Est. Age ~Iwlks

8/6 - age ="4 wks

Motes [w/Date)

Time of Wi,
Check

Motes

11:45am

Left eye peeping, fussy eater

a:10am

Both eyes open, eating well

7:55am

Overzealous suckling, aspirated then ok

a:25am

Looks good




EXAMPLES OF GENERAL PATIENT PLANS...

Injured Animals

Plan: Manage injury and plan re-checks

* Regardless of the injury, the animal will
need to be monitored throughout the
healing process

* |t is helpful to always have a planned
follow up or re-check

e Release should be considered from the
beginning
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A tale of two swans...

e 2 swans housed together
* Food always scattered, lots of feces noted
* Both birds were witnessed picking at food

* First scheduled re-check was skipped due
to hassle of weighing

* Wt check was done the following day and
bird had lost 19% body weight

e Re-check saved this animal




A tale of two swans...
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e 2 swans housed together
* Food always scattered, lots of feces noted
* Both birds were witnessed picking at food
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* First scheduled re-check was skipped due
to hassle of weighing

* Wt check was done the following day and
bird had lost 15% body weight

; 4 1 11, e+ Re-checksaved this animal




Finch is Admitted With Conjunctivitis

(Mycoplasma gallisepticum)

Current standard treatment protocol:
Ciprofloxacin (or similar) opth drops TID x 7 days + Tylosin (Tylan™ ) x 21 days

Fy

Weight monitoring always recommended, especially for songbirds

Day 1 — start both meds

Day 2 — confirm self feeding

Day 7 — discontinue eye meds after third dose
If eyes are clear and weight/BC is good, this is a good time to move to a larger
flight space since next 14 days only requires medicated water

Day 19 — recheck and eval for release
This is a good time to contact finder (to confirm bird feeders have been
addressed) and to plan transport

Day 22 - Release



.:hvinn Fracture Protocol

Wing wraps
Regardless af injury, wraps shauld be ket an as follows.

= 1% wirap change in 5 days {ideally check wrag in 2d, changs in 5d). Doy 5
= 2" wrap change ind days +- very light PT. Day
= 3" wrap change will be based on stiffness/contractuns in wing.

o IFstiff, da nat leave wrap far mare than 3 days,  Day 12

‘Wiing Fractures

»  Fractures distal ta the elbow shauld be praperly immabilized with a figure B wrap.
= Fractures af the huguengs should be immobilized with a figure 8+ body wrap.
o Please cansider that humeral frsctures will need surgical repaic. IF not ideal, euthanasia
shauld ke cansiderad.

Shoulders [Clavidle, seapula, coracoid]

+  Healing progneses should be based an fap ability
o Ininjured birds, flap onee and asess wing extension
® = B0 edtension are good candidates
® g B0 extension have poor pragnosis for flightability
o Injuries with significant wing droog may need to be immabilized with a figure B = bady
wrip

Lower Extremities — will require mare custom management plans

Additional Considerations
= Patients with fractures should be an pain meds as per current pratocal,
» Immobilized fractures shauld not require pain meds longer than 5 days unless atherwise
directed.
+  Mar-immabilized fractures...
o Should be an melasicam for up to 10 days, and be evaluated for flight test on day 14

unless otherwise directed.
Shauld have a visible note on the SM5 ta handle with care as to not cause further

injury/ piin,




Avian Fracture Protocol

Wing wraps

Regardless of injury, wraps should be left on as follows.

e 1% wrap change in 5 days (ideally check wrap in 2d, change in 5d). Day 5

o 2™ wrap change in 4 days +/- very light PT. Day 9
o 3™ wrap change will be based on stiffness/contracture in wing.

o If stiff, do not leave wrap for more than 3 days. Doy 12



Barred Owl is admitted with a fractured wing
What is the plan?

Bandage/immobilize wing at admission
Day 2 — check wrap per protocol

Day 5 — change wrap
This is a good time to do fecal/de-worming, assess feather condition,
double check body condition (in addition to weight monitoring)

Day 9 — change wrap, re-assess fracture / if not healing well, good time to contact
your veterinarian
This is a good time to consider next step, and to do any preparations
necessary for graduation to flight cage

Day 12 - re-assess fracture — now stable on palpation — leave wrap off
This is a good time to get flight cage ready and make sure body weight is
sufficient enough to increase exercise



Barred Owl is admitted with a fractured wing
What is the plan?

Day 13 & 14 — |leave alone (newly healed wing)

Day 15 - move to flight cage
Plan flight +/-weight check in 2 days

Day 17 — check weight or confirm bird is eating AND getting sufficient
nutrition
Double check perching (visually) to make sure that it is appropriate
for this particular bird with this particular injury, if all good plan re-
check in 10 days

Day 27 —re-check flight +/- release, +/- more flight time, +/-PT

Check weather, call finder or plan transport within a few days and...
GET THIS BIRD BACK TO HIS HOME TERRITORY BEFORE

ITIS CLAIMED



Pigeon meets paint
What is the plan?

On intake — clear eyelids, nares and right ear (rev tomorrow)
Admitted in fair body condition
) Day 2 — wt,, crop empty
Slightly dehydrated (reV in pm +/- tube feed)

Day 2 pm — few seeds in crop, wt unchanged, tubed 18cc
(rev tomorrow)

Day 3 — wt, crop ~% full — pre-treat+dawn bath, check fecal and crop swab (if SOP)
(rev WP in 2 days)

Day 5 — feather condition good except minimal residue around R eye, opt to leave
alone (reV in 3 days)

Day 8 — improved! Removed a few feathers below R eye, feather condition good
overall, will need to grow in a few feathers on neck, wt stable, (ok to go to aviary in
am)

Day 9 — move to aviary, flew well (reV in 2-3 days +/- release)

Day 11 — finder will pick up tomorrow morning at 10am




August 18
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Bobcat 1945 - rev splint +/- schedule J-:rayi

GHOW 1716 — flight check

Titmouse 1991 (Puffer) - v feather growth +/- move to aviary
Mocker 1823 - reV eye +/- D/C meds

Rabbit (Hayes) — check wound

EBT (Webster) — Change bandage / maggot check

RSHA (Cross) — release check @)

COYO 1987 (Pence) — re-fecal
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Considerations....

* All animals in care should have a plan

e At minimum, there should be a scheduled re-check or check in
* For all animals
e Vague plan ok

* Keep an organized list for daily reminders

* This will help manage time/duration in captivity
* Unexpected issues are easier to catch

* Pay attention to total rehab time

* Plan your work & and work your plan

* A bit of extra attention goes a long way!







