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Rehabilitators Code of Ethics

“Releasable animals should be maintained in a wild 
condition and released as soon as appropriate”



Very common…

• “My owl was found about an hour away and I’m too busy with baby season, so I 
just released him here” –upstate NY

• “We overwinter our squirrels because there is less food available for them and 
they will be better off waiting until spring” –central CA

• “My cages are full, so I am keeping animals inside in kennels, after all, its better 
than just euthanizing them” – NC

• “That bird is finally ready to go to the aviary but I need to get a fecal first” - GA



Duration of Rehabilitation is 
Poorly Understood

• You can plan ahead in most cases

• If you are new to a certain animal, injury or sickness it is wise 
to reach out for advice 

Ex.  In TN we are currently in our second squirrel season.  
E. G squirrels stay with their mother until they are 12 
weeks of age.  Those that are admitted now with eyes 
closed (< 4 weeks old) will need to be overwintered.  
(FACT)



Duration of Rehabilitation is Rarely 
Considered Until Near Release Time

• It is ideal to start planning a release as soon as 
possible

• Ex: a group of 3-week-old raccoons come in just as all 
the others are about to be released

• Ex: a (migratory) hummingbird is admitted with a leg 
injury after being caught in Halloween decorations.  
He is not bearing weight on that limb and is at the tail 
end of migration





Examples of General Patient Plans…

Orphans

Plan: Raise and release

• As always, the rehab plan should follow 
the natural plan whenever possible

• Natural development and ‘normal’ 
behaviors should be used as guidelines 

• Adjustments may need to be made due 
to the absence of parental care 
• Ideally, this should be based on current 

best practices 
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Adjustments may need to be made due to the absence of parental care 







Examples of General Patient Plans…

Injured Animals

Plan: Manage injury and plan re-checks

• Regardless of the injury, the animal will 
need to be monitored throughout the 
healing process

• It is helpful to always have a planned
follow up or re-check

• Release should be considered from the 
beginning
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A tale of two swans…

• 2 swans housed together 

• Food always scattered, lots of feces noted

• Both birds were witnessed picking at food

• First scheduled re-check was skipped due 
to hassle of weighing 

• Wt check was done the following day and 
bird had lost 19% body weight

• Re-check saved this animal



A tale of two swans…

• 2 swans housed together 

• Food always scattered, lots of feces noted

• Both birds were witnessed picking at food

• First scheduled re-check was skipped due 
to hassle of weighing 

• Wt check was done the following day and 
bird had lost 15% body weight

• Re-check saved this animal



Finch is Admitted With Conjunctivitis
(Mycoplasma gallisepticum)

Current standard treatment protocol:
Ciprofloxacin (or similar) opth drops TID x 7 days  +  Tylosin (Tylan™ ) x 21 days 

Weight monitoring always recommended, especially for songbirds 

Day 1 – start both meds
Day 2 – confirm self feeding 
Day 7 – discontinue eye meds after third dose

If eyes are clear and weight/BC is good, this is a good time to move to a larger 
flight space since next 14 days only requires medicated water

Day 19 – recheck and eval for release
This is a good time to contact finder (to confirm bird feeders have been 
addressed) and to plan transport

Day 22 - Release







Barred Owl is admitted with a fractured wing  

What is the plan?

Bandage/immobilize wing at admission

Day 2 – check wrap per protocol

Day 5 – change wrap
This is a good time to do fecal/de-worming, assess feather condition, 
double check body condition (in addition to weight monitoring)

Day 9 – change wrap, re-assess fracture / if not healing well, good time to contact 
your veterinarian
This is a good time to consider next step, and to do any preparations 
necessary for graduation to flight cage

Day 12 - re-assess fracture – now stable on palpation – leave wrap off
This is a good time to get flight cage ready and make sure body weight is 
sufficient enough to increase exercise



Barred Owl is admitted with a fractured wing  

What is the plan?

Day 13 & 14 – leave alone (newly healed wing) 

Day 15 - move to flight cage
Plan flight +/-weight check in 2 days

Day 17 – check weight or confirm bird is eating AND getting sufficient 
nutrition
Double check perching (visually) to make sure that it is appropriate 
for this particular bird with this particular injury, if all good plan re-
check in 10 days

Day 27 – re-check flight +/- release,  +/- more flight time,   +/- PT

Check weather, call finder or plan transport within a few days and… 
GET THIS BIRD BACK TO HIS HOME TERRITORY BEFORE 

IT IS CLAIMED



Pigeon meets paint
What is the plan?

Admitted in fair body condition 

Slightly dehydrated

On intake – clear eyelids, nares and right ear (re√ tomorrow)

Day 2 – wt↓, crop empty 
(re√ in pm +/- tube feed)

Day 2 pm – few seeds in crop, wt unchanged, tubed 18cc 
(re√ tomorrow)

Day 3 – wt↑, crop ~½ full – pre-treat+dawn bath, check fecal and crop swab (if SOP)
(re√ WP in 2 days)

Day 5 – feather condition good except minimal residue around R eye, opt to leave 
alone (re√ in 3 days)

Day 8 – improved!  Removed a few feathers below R eye, feather condition good 
overall, will need to grow in a few feathers on neck, wt stable, (ok to go to aviary in 
am)

Day 9 – move to aviary, flew well (re√ in 2-3 days +/- release)

Day 11 – finder will pick up tomorrow morning at 10am



Keep It Simple!

• Daily printed list

• Binder or notebook

• Calendar 

• Dry erase board

• RaptorMed™, WRMD ™



Considerations….

• All animals in care should have a plan

• At minimum, there should be a scheduled re-check or check in 
• For all animals 
• Vague plan ok

• Keep an organized list for daily reminders

• This will help manage time/duration in captivity

• Unexpected issues are easier to catch

• Pay attention to total rehab time

• Plan your work & and work your plan

• A bit of extra attention goes a long way!



Thank You


