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From intake to Release:
Once admitted orphans should haveÜ

V Treatments as needed (fluids, medications etc..)

V Friends J (natural sized litter for that species)

ü No more than 6 with rare exception

V Proper nutrition

V Acclimation 

V Caging that meets or exceeds Minimum Standards

V Human avoidance

V The necessary life skills to survive in the wild



Taking In Neonatal Mammals

üDo a complete physical exam

üRecord an accurate body weight

üAssess temperature and warming 

needs

üHydrate



Body temperature can be assessed 
by simply holding the animal in 

your warm hand.   

Intake





Under NO circumstances 
should anything be given 
orally to an animal that 
has a subnormal body 

temperature !



Temperature Considerations

×Heat should always be an option for the 

animal, regardless of its age.

×Hot water bottles should be covered by 

fabric to prevent skin contact.

×Heating pads should be under only half 

of the cage space and ONLY set on ólowô.

Caution should be used when using supplemental 
heat sourcesé



Donõt Forget The 
Nest





As always, NEVER use towels or bedding with holes or 

strings!!!! 



As always, NEVER use towels or bedding with holes or 

strings!!!! 



Important Note

New animals with their eyes open should be offered a few 
pieces of food appropriate for that species.  

All calories count and they can be nibbling while awaiting attention.

» Squirrels & Rodents ïfew shelled nuts and a few pieces of assorted fruit

» Rabbits & Groundhogs ï few pieces of fresh rabbit greens

» Raccoons ïgrapes, melon, dog food

» Foxes & Coyotes ïcanned dog food or a few pieces of meat

» Skunks & Mustelids ïfew pieces of meat or cooked egg



Working with wild animals



Behavioral Impact concerns

ÅTaming

ÅHabituation

ÅSOUND awareness

ÅConspecifics

ÅImprinting 



Raising Baby Mammals



Nutritional 
considerations



Feeding an improper diet can effect the 
development of a baby mammal in a 

matter of days!









Nutritional 
considerations

ÅType of formula

ÅFormula handling and maintenance

ÅFeeding frequency and amount to meet caloric 
needs 



Preparing
formula



Formula Considerations

ÅMake sure youôre usingé

Â Correct formula for that species!

Â Clean containers and 
instruments

Â Precise measurements
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Accurately Measure Formula

ÅMake only as much as might be used in 48hrs

ÅFormula is usually measured in ñPARTSò 

i.e.   2 parts water : 1 part powder







Once mixed, formula should be 
shaken until no lumps are 

visible.



Formula Should Be Allowed To Sit 

Until Air Has Settled

ÅBubbles in formula + air in stomach

ÅIdeally, fresh formula can be made at 

night for the following day

ÅBlenders should be avoided


