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Pit Tagging / Microchip

Turtle Survival Alliance
&
Santa Fe River Turtle project
Also tag turtles for research




A good resource for those who are in the southeast
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32 species of chelonian in Florida
5 are Sea Turtles
A Loggerhead

A Green
A Leatherback
AKempos Ridl ey

A Hawksbill



Gopher Tortoise

The only native tortoise to the state of Florida




Gopher Tortoise Babies!
Begin to darken at 7 to 10 years

Colors and patterns of
hatchlings vary
greatly!



Patterns Also Differ




Exotic Species










Males tend to have a larger gular
and females have a wider
anal scutes.

Male plastron is concave




Anal Scutes

Male

Wider to allow eggs to pass



Red Foot Tortoise
Exotic

ey




Russian Tortoise
Exotic
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Most wild tortoises ignore domestic greens
Wild food choices

Dandelion

Hibiscus flowers/leaves
Mulberry leaves/fruit
Cactus pads/fruit/flowers
Clover

Grape leaves

Orchard,Bermuda, Timothy,
Fescue Grasses

Natural grazing or planted
pens see list at

www.swampgirladventures.org/gopher-

tortoise

Do o Do To Do Io

Store or market choices
Spring mix- avoid heavy
spinach blends
Red leaf, green leaf, romaine.
Collards
Blue berry or Black berry

Roses, Carnations and
Geraniums

Shredded Yellow squash or
pumpkin sprinkled on top of
greens.



Foods to avoid

A In young herbivores/omnivores spinach and kale should be limited or avoided as
well as the items below.

A Adults can have Spinach/ Kale but should not be a large part of the diet
A Iceberg lettuce is just water and has no real value

A Cabbage, Mustard Green, Broccoli, Bok choy



Box turtles

Eastern and Florida Box turtles
have been know to intergrade

Florida Box Turtle

All 4 species are sub species to
the common box turtle.

Eastern Box Turtle



Less Common Box Turtles

Typically found in marshes and swamps
Northern edge of the Florida Panhandle along the northern regions of the Gulf of
Mexico

Three Toed Box Turtle Gulf Coast Box Turtle
Terrapene carolina major Terrapene carolina triunguis



Sexing Box Turtles

Female Male




Diet
Box turtles are omnivores and are often stimulated
by prey movement

A Live insects or worms, chilling A Soaked Omnivore chow from
the bugs a bit will help those Mazuri. Also soaked water
who may be slower to feed due turtle pellets can be offered.
to injury. ( Gut load insects)

A Turkey burger

A Canned bugs, often excepted

by box turtle or other A Blue or black berries
omnivores.

A Shredded zucchini, squash or
carrot.

A Spring mix and leafy greens



Exotic Water Turtles

Red Eared Slider




Red Ear Slider




Darken As They Age




