
Indoor And Outdoor 

Reptile Habitats



From basic to beyond!

Transport/ triage 

Basic rehab 

containment

Continued care 

setup and exhibits



In Coming!

Standard box Plastic bin Collapsible bin



The incredible collapsible crate!!

Great for on the go Fast and easy Load and go!



Basic Rehab Setup

Bins

u A towel or puppy pad works well. u Works great for smaller patients 

A heating pad can be added under the bin to 

avoid stimulation from the light while increasing temperature.



Various sized bins!

50 gallon
Great for holding adult animals 
or temp setups for small animals 
including aquatics 

Smooth sides easy to 
clean  

Also cheaper

Smaller bins are great 
for small patients 

These are 3 to 5 gallon bins



Large Water Tubs, Indoor

Water tubs can work too!

u These can be converted to provide 

more space for larger tortoises.

Larger tubs for larger animals

u These are good options as an 

upgrade or larger individual in care



More Water Tub Ideas, Outdoors



Great opportunity for variety!

Easy to make and natural food 

sources. Great for box Turtles!

Young gopher tortoises enjoy 

space and cover.



What's the sub straight? 

Chips, blankets, 

sand, grass
Indoor/outdoor carpet

Blankets or towels, puppy pads

Mulch Natural plants, sand and organic 
soils. Watch for treated soils, 
plants etc.



Waterland tubs

Comes in various 

sizes
Wood, blocks or dirt 
can fill land area

Water plants and under water 
hides can be added.



Covers for safety  

u Mesh tops can be made, this allows 

natural sun but protection from 

predators. 

u Waterland tubs also have custom lids 

for a price!



Water Tubs

u Stepping stones and bricks work great 

for basking platforms. 

u Shade should also be provided, shade 

cloth, wood sheets are easy to use.

u Some tubs do not come with drains, 

but they can be installed.



Preformed ponds

Basking spot made from bricks 

and a log
Great for short term. Best for medium 

to small turtles or soaks for larger ones

Note overflow drains



Other Preformed Options

30 gallon pond
Good for smaller turtles 

Easy to empty and 

move
Deep enough for testing 
buoyancy, limb function etc. 

Kidney shaped 

pond 50 Gallon
Steps to basking area 
recommended. Another good 
choice for turtles 3 pounds and 
under.  



Larger Ponds

More space for 

larger species.
Note the basking platform

Great for softshells

& Snappers 
Large cooters also do well in 
these

Tarps for shade.
Tarps can also help hold heat 
during winter.



Drains come built in
Easy empty drain on lower side.

Note the drilled holes top back 
side. These were added as 
overflow protection.

Basking ramp made of PVC pipe 
and vinyl lattice. Legs slightly 
shorter in front to create ramp.

Tractor supply, 300 

Gallon!



TetraPond Submersible Flat Box Filter

Easy to use and clean Does not come with pump

A pump of 500 GPH or higher (Gallons per hour) for 300 gallon pond 



Sanitation 

Chlorhexidine and Chlorine or Bleach  

Treat water before dumping.

At least 30 mins recommended
Larger ponds or bins can be sprayed down

easily using a garden sprayer .
The less you touch the better!

**Nets, basking platforms, dishes, hides, and anything you may touch in between like hoses or spray bottles 

should be sanitized.

Do not reuse or return pond plants or fish that may have been in with the turtles.



Lighting Options

Natural Sun!
Turtle basking here

Heat Only
Ceramic heater pic

Heat -Basking Only
Picture of basic heat light



More Options 

Just UVB Full Spectrum Full Spectrum



Less expensive options

UVB Only Full Spectrum Heat Light Only



Basking Lamp 

Stand

This stand was made to hang 3 light fixtures 
over bins. This is great for indoor rotations. All 3 
provide full spectrum lighting.

Setting a timer helps to prevent over heating 
when  an animal is unable to leave heat 
source.



Plastic sinks

Why not make use of a sink! Drain is 
installed just requires a plug and a place 
for water to drain off! Great for small 
turtles! Also easy to sanitize.



Portable and basic outdoor grazing pen

Doggie play pen, great for 

short term outdoor time

Easy to connect and expand 

for larger area.

Shade cloth or set a timer, a tortoise can overheat in less than an hr.



Outdoor enclosures, Bust out the 

helpers!


