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Case 1:adult female opossum  

Hit by car 
left leg injury 
loose bone end palpated above knee 



lateral radiograph 



ventrodorsal radiograph 



modified pubic bone 



modified pubic bone 



kangaroos have giant bones 



Case 2: 
Unknown bird 

Hit by car 
possible head trauma 
abnormal beak and eyes 



lower beak longer 



lower jaw has minimal 
movement 



jaw locks in place 
  
 
 



upper jaw is hinged 



it prevents jaw injury 



as they hit their prey 



their eyes are designed for 
crepuscular hunting 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Crepuscular = twighlight/low light



oddly their beaks are even 
when young 



Case 3: 
Great Blue Heron  

old malodorous wounds 
sickly sweet smell 
rescuers saw flies  buzzing around 



 matt of feathers on chest 
and thigh 



powder down 



use comb on 3rd digit and 
beak to preen  



chuck wills widows 



nighthawks and other 
goatsuckers 



Case 4: 
Unknown little brown 
bird 

unable to stand well 
found in parking lot 
just after rain storm 



bird can’t stand very well 
lays on chest 



legs caudal 



legs caudal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Don’t do this!!!! Always wear gloves!!! Ruin waterproofing!!



loons too 



it allows them to be 
powerful underwater 

swimmers 





Case 5: unknown mammal 

wound on right side 
shar-pei-like wrinkles 
crusts on skin 



skin scraping diagnostic 



most likely secondary 
infections with bacteria 

and fungi 





Case 6: Woodpecker  

head trauma 
brought to rehabber wrapped in towel 



tongue has barbs for 
extracting bugs from holes 



closeup woodpecker 
tongue 



the tongue actually splits and curves up around the head 



Anhingas have a similar 
issue with their beaks 



Case 7: Male mallard 

hit by car 
wound on chest 
blood in mouth 



Radiographs of chest show oddly radiodense structure in chest 



close up 



the syringeal bulla is what gives the “quack” its characteristics 
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all male members of the anatinae family have this structure 



Case 8: Brown Pelican 

found near fishing pier 
wire leader trailing from mouth 
air palpable under skin 



Called subcutaneous emphysema 



it cushions impact and provides buoyancy 



but is abnormal in other species 



pelicans also don’t have tongues 



Case 9: Purple Gallinule 

drooping wing 
sharp point cuts examiner under feathers 
no blood, normal ROM 



found about 1/4 down from edge 



found about 1/4 down from edge 



sharp vestigial claw on alula 



hoatzins have the biggest claws 



hoatzin chick 



when dealing with 
unfamiliar species 



1. take advantage of symmetry! 
 Feel the opposite limb 

 look in the opposite eye or ear 
2. find other patients of the same or at least similar species 

3. network with other rehabbers! 
 someone has probably experienced the issue 

 if not, then you can tell others about it! 
4. FWRA is the best way to do this!!! 

  
  

 
 
 



FIN 
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Presentation Notes
Litlle Blue herons are white when born and stay white until 1st spring when they start getting mottled dark grey all over then turn bluish reddish by first winter as an adult
Ibis 



Some more…….. 
What heron is white when born and stays all 

white until its first spring when it begins to turn 
mottled grey all over? 
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Presentation Notes
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Ibis 



Little Blue Heron 



What bird is born 
completely black but is a 
completely different color 
as an adult? 



Know now? Here is same 
bird as a juvenile 



Ok! Are all of these 
adults normal? 



Now it is the End!!!! 
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