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Oréé. 

Working Smarter, Not Harder 
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Why fostering ? 
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Á  For the rehabilitator 

Á  For the patient  

 
 

 

 

 



For the patient é.. 

ÂAppropriate imprinting  

ÂAppropriate socialization  

ÂAppropriate vocalizations 

ÂReduces human contact 

ÂAs wonderful as we are éééééééé 
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ÂThey do a better job !!!! 
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For the rehabilitator é. 

ÂSaves time 

ÂSaves money 

ÂSanity??? 
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Methods 

ÂNon-releasable foster parents 

ÃMost frequently raptors 

ÃOther avian species 

ÂWild foster parents 

ÃRe-nesting 

ÃñAdoptionò 

ÃMammals ???  
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Non-releasable foster parents 

 

ÂRaptors 

ÃProvide a nest or nest box 

ÃProvide more food than necessary 

ÃFemales will usually sit on the nest and feed 

ÃMales will usually feed 
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Great horned owl (Bubo virginianus) 
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Appropriate behaviors for release 
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Barred owl (Strix varia) 
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Other Avian Species 

ÂSongbirds 

ÃSurrogates for nestlings and fledglings 

ÃStimulate other adult birds 
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Horned lark (Eremophila alpestris) 



ÂWaterfowl 

ÃDucks and geese have more involved, long-

term husbandry requirements (pools). 

ÃMay not be cost effective 
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Wild Fostering 

ÂDo your homework 

ÃLocation of prospective ñparentsò 

 

ÂKeep record of what is where and when 

 

ÂHave volunteers help 
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Re-Nesting 

ÂGet accurate information on nest location 

ÂPhysical exam 

ÂNo injuries 

ÂStabilize nestling 

ÃFluids 

ÃWarm 
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For example é. 

ÂGreat Horned Owls 

ÃLaundry Basket 

ÃSticks and leaves 

ÃRope 

ÃWilling participants 
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Organize a happy, motivated crew é. 
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Stabilize nestling and prepare a ñnestò é. 
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Send some sucker up the tree é. 
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Voilà !!!! 
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ñAdoptionò 

ÂCanada Geese (Branta canadensis) 

ÃCan not count 

ÃSame size 

Ã Sorry, no good photos.  
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From rehabilitation to adoption é. 

ÂMallards (Anas platyrhynchos) 

ÃCan not count 

ÃSame size 

ÃMonitor for any aggression 

ÃRelease 
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From Orphanéé. 
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To Adoptionéé 



 

Diane Nickerson ~ Mercer County Wildlife Center ~ Titusville, NJ ~ 609.303.0552 

To Release 



Mammals 

ÂCan it be done ?? 

ÃWe have had great success with two species. 

ÂWoodchucks (Marmota monax)  

ÂWhite-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) 
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Woodchucks  

ÂLocate den sites 

ÃMultiple sites 

ÂMonitor the size of the young 

ÃDifferent dens with different size young  

ÂMake sure you follow any state regulations 

regarding release locations. 
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Locate a den site é. 



Introduce the young to the den site é 
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Expect some confusion é. 
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