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Objective

• Provide an overview of the requirements for a 

wildlife rehabilitation permit.

• What to Expect when we are Inspecting



Licenses & Permits Overview:

Wildlife Rehabilitation



Licenses & Permits

• Florida has extensive regulations addressing 

possession and commercialization of wildlife. 

– A license, permit or other authorization may be required 

to possess such wildlife or conduct certain activities.

• The license/permit requirements relative to the 

commercial wildlife trade are found primarily in:

– 379, Florida Statute (F.S.)

– 68-5, 68A-6, 68A-9 & 68A-12, Florida Administrative 

Code (F.A.C.)
This is YOU



Licenses & Permits - Wildlife 

Rehabilitation (WR)

• Authorizes

– Possession of sick, injured, orphaned or 

otherwise impaired wildlife for 

rehabilitation purposes.

• Species

– Native Wildlife including Migratory Birds*

*Federal permit from USFWS required for 

rehabilitation of migratory birds



Cost and Duration

• FWC Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit 

– No cost permit 

– Need to “Qualify”

– Effective for up to 2 years

•Expires December 31st of the second calendar 

year after it is issued unless a different period 

is specified.

• USFWS Permit-$$



Eligibility Criteria-Age & Experience

• 18 years of age or older

• No less than one (1) year of “documented” 

practical experience (consisting of not less than 

1000 hours)

AND

• Two letters of reference w/ personal knowledge of 

experience

– One has to be from a permitted rehabber

OR



Eligibility Criteria – Age & Test

• 18 years of age or older

• Successful completion of written exam 

(Score of ≥80%)



Eligibility Criteria – Inspection

• Inspection of the facility and written 

report must be completed prior to 

obtaining permit

– Approval of facility = Permit

– If non-compliant, applicant has 30 days to 

correct issues



Sample License or Permit



Exemptions

• A rehabilitation permit is not required 

for care or treatment of exotic or non-

native wildlife

– Exotic wildlife shall be licensed according 

to Rule 68A-6.002, F.A.C.

– Venomous reptiles or reptiles of concern 

shall be licensed in accordance with Rule 

68A-6.007, or 68-5 FAC



Wildlife Rehabilitation

• Exotic or non-native wildlife or domestic 

animals may be used to foster orphaned 

native wildlife
However, 

• Sick, injured or otherwise impaired 

wildlife may not be kept in same cage 

as exotic or non-native sick wildlife



Wildlife Rehabilitation

• A federal Special Purpose Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Permit from United States 

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is 

required to rehabilitate migratory birds



Wildlife Rehabilitation

• Wildlife must be rehabilitated in a 

manner so as to be able and ready to 

survive release



Wildlife Rehabilitation

• Wildlife may not be held longer than 

180 days unless:

– A licensed veterinarian certifies that a 

longer holding period is necessary

• Medical records must be maintained by 

the wildlife rehabilitator and made 

available for inspection



Wildlife Rehabilitation

• Wildlife rehabilitators receiving state 

listed endangered species must notify 

FWC, Division of Law Enforcement 

within 72 hours of receipt 



Wildlife Rehabilitation

• Wildlife must be released at or near the 

point of capture or into suitable habitat 

– American alligators or American crocodiles 

may not be released (68A-9.006 (5) (a) 1., 

F.A.C.)

– Be aware of Rabies Alert & Quarantine 

Areas

– Rehabbed Wildlife is not nuisance wildlife

•Nuisance wildlife more restrictive to release 

sites



Record Keeping Requirement

• All permittees shall keep a daily log on 

each animal entering the facility for 

treatment.  The log shall include:

•Treatment

•Condition

•Disposition

Records shall be subject to inspection by

Commission personnel.



Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Requirements

• Wildlife undergoing medical treatment 

or rehabilitation shall not be exhibited 

– Photographs may be taken and displayed 

as long as it is non-intrusive and affect the 

care of the wildlife

– Video recordings are NOT allowed



Non-Releasable Wildlife

• Psychologically impaired (Imprinted)

– FWC’s FOUR (4) Step Diagnosis Process

1) YOU

2) Another rehabber

3) Veterinarian
4) FWC 

Approval



Non-Releasable Wildlife

• Physically impaired

– FWC’s THREE (3) Step Diagnosis Process

1) YOU

2) Veterinarian 3) FWC 

Approval



Non-Releasable Wildlife 
Independent Rehab Documentation



Non-Releasable Wildlife 
Veterinarian Documentation



Non-Releasable Wildlife      
FWC Documentation



Non-Releasable Wildlife 
Question (Watch for Tricks)

You have what you diagnosed as a non-

releasable Red-tail Hawk due to wing injury 

resulting in partial amputation.  What do you 

need to keep as an exhibition bird?

•Veterinarian documented recommendation

•FWC approval documentation

•ESC License

•USFWS License to Exhibit



Placement of Non-Releasable 

Wildlife

• Wildlife may be maintained by the 

rehabilitator under an exhibition license; 

or

• Wildlife may be transferred to a properly 

licensed exhibition, educational or 

breeding facility 

• Non-releasable wildlife shall not be 

transferred for personal use possession 

(Pet)



Placement of Non-Releasable 

Wildlife

• NR Wildlife no longer under a WR Permit and 

considered Captive Wildlife 

• All rules including standard caging 

requirements would apply per 68A-6, FAC

• Examples

– Raccoon: 8’ L x 6’ W x 6’ H

– Opossum: 4’L x 4’W x 6’H



Volunteers (off- premises)

• Rehabilitators may have up to 10 

volunteers to assist with off-premises 

care when…

– The volume of wildlife needing care is 

beyond the capacity of facility; or

– Continuous care is required; or

– Insufficient space is available for 

volunteers to work with the number of 

wildlife requiring treatment

– For raptor/falconry conditioning purposes



Volunteers (off-premises)

• Wildlife rehabilitator must have a 

current listing of the name and address 

of all volunteers

• Volunteers must keep daily log of the 

care/treatment, condition and 

disposition of the wildlife



Volunteers (off-premises)

• Volunteers must have copy of wildlife 

rehabilitator’s permit

• Wildlife rehabilitator is fully responsible 

for the volunteer’s treatment and 

possession of wildlife



Wildlife Rehabilitation-Teachable 

Moment

• Rehab Permit Authorizes possession of sick, injured, 

orphaned or otherwise impaired wildlife for 

rehabilitation purposes.

• An ESC allows possession of wildlife for commercial 

purposes.

Question:  You have both of the above and  

someone calls you stating they have 

possessed a raccoon taken from the wild 

for 6 months and wants to turn it over to 

you, how do you lawfully acquire it?



Key Points to Remember

• Document, Document, Document!!!

– Daily Logs

– Off-Premises Volunteers

– Medical Records

– ETC…



Key Points to Remember

• Follow the proper steps for non-

releasable wildlife

– 4-Steps for psychologically Impaired

– 3-Steps for physically impaired

• FWC Approval Final Step

• Documentation to show proof



Key Points to Remember

• USFWS permits are ALSO required to 

rehabilitate AND/OR possess migratory 

birds

http://wildliferehabber.com/sites/default/files/photos/mercerraptor.jpg


Key Points to Remember

• American alligators or American 

crocodiles that are fully recovered may 

not be released (68A-9.006 (5) (a) 1., 

F.A.C.)



Key Points to Remember

• Wildlife rehabilitators receiving state 

listed endangered species must notify 

FWC, Division of Law Enforcement 

within 72 hours of receipt 



Key Points to Remember

• Rehabilitator may have up to 10 

volunteers to assist with off-premises 

care



Questions?



Regulations to Review

• 68A-9.006, FAC   Wildlife Rehabilitation rules 

• 68A-6, FAC Captive Wildlife Rules

• 68A- 5, FAC License & Permits

• 68A-16.001, FAC   Migratory bird rules

• 68A-16.002, FAC   Bald Eagle rules

• 379.3761, FS    Exhibition or sale of wildlife rules



Contact info:

Investigator Damon Saunders

Serving North East Region

Office 850-488-6253

Cell: 407-702-8245

Damon.saunders@myfwc.com

WILDLIFE ALERT - ANONYMOUS

Report a Violation | FWC (myfwc.com)

(888) 404 – 3922(FWCC)

mailto:Damon.saunders@myfwc.com
https://myfwc.com/contact/wildlife-alert/

