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The Secretary's story.



Now What?

FACT: 

Euthanized animal’s are negatively impacting wildlife. 

QUESTIONS:

How are euthanized animals becoming available to wildlife?

What can we do to prevent this?



Step 1 

Identify and Engage Stakeholders to: 

 Understand the problem

 Identify how the problem happens

 Develop Plan of Action



Step 2 

Identify where the euthanized animals are generated: 

 Veterinarian offices

 Veterinarian farm/home visits

 Animal shelters



Identify what happens to euthanized animals:

 Cremation 

 Sent home for burial

 Sent to a landfill for burial

 Sent to a pet cemetery for burial

Step 3



How are euthanized animals becoming available to wildlife?

 Cremation X

 Sent home for burial ?

 Sent to a pet cemetery for burial ?

 Sent to a landfill for burial:

 Identified X / ?

 Unidentified ?

Step 4



How can the Department ensure the proper 

management of euthanized animals?

 Landfill practices

 Regulatory leverage

 Stakeholder outreach

Step 5



Landfill Practices

 Developed landfill best management practices 

 Rule guidance memo

 Operator/spotter training 



Regulatory Leverage 

 Recommended statute/rule changes  

 Impacted wildlife investigations 

 Landfill compliance inspection targeted questions

 Veterinarian and animal clinic targeted inspections

 Complaint handling process

 Pet cemetery/mass burial inspections 



Stakeholder Outreach

 Education, education, education

 Landfill training

 Rehab center outreach/partnership

 Education on what is needed for 
impacted wildlife investigations

 Veterinarian offices targeted outreach

 Veterinarian card handout



Veterinarian Outreach

• Created in partnership with Florida 

Audubon and Florida Veterinarian 

Medical Association 

• Available in electronic format

• Goal: to respectfully educate pet owners:

• Cremation is the most environmentally 

friendly option 

• Bury at least 2 feet deep, but 4 to 6 

feet is optimal 

• Notify landfill before arrival



Discussion/Questions



Contact Information

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Central District

3319 Maguire Blvd., Ste. 232

Orlando, FL 32803

Kimberly Rush, P.E.

Kim.Rush@dep.state.fl.us

(407) 897- 4314 

Ashley Gardner – statewide contact

Ashley.Gardner@dep.state.fl.us

(407) 897-2914

mailto:Kim.Rush@dep.state.fl.us
mailto:Ashley.Gardner@dep.state.fl.us

