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Educational Message
Know your educational message 1st

Know your limitations

Selecting “the right tool for the right job”



Legalities

State permit (FWC)- Class III Wildlife for Exhibition or Public Sale.

-$50.00

- Critical Incident Report/Disaster Plan

- List educational itinerary for the 12 months

Federal Fish and Wildlife Permit-Special Purpose-Possession of Live 

Migratory Birds.

- $75.00

- List of personal & educational questions

- Diagram & pictures of mew and of surrounding area

Federal Fish and Wildlife Permit- Live Eagle Exhibition



Babies Make the Best Ed Birds

Easy to influence- imprint

Have not had any or many outside influences

Get used to being around all kinds of people & situations easily.



Differences in treatment

Permanent  

• Expose them to who is feeding 
“Mom”.

• Isolate them from others of 
their species.

• Interact with them daily & for 
periods of time.

Wild Patients

• Camouflage,  puppets, adult 
vocalizations when feeding.

• Always try to find a “buddy” 
to relate to.

• Keep human interactions to a 
bare minimum.



Imprinted vs. Habituated

Imprinted

• Call/beg for food from 
humans.

• Not afraid of people.

• Likes interaction from 
people.

• MAY want to mate with 
humans.

• May, if an owl, like a little 
allopreening.

• Negative imprinting

Habituated

• No begging.

• Not afraid of people. 

• Don’t need as much human 
interaction.

• Does not see people as a mate.

• Sometimes best to keep one’s 
hands to one’s self.



Older Birds as Education Birds

• Juveniles can be more work, but with patience, time, and experience, can 
prove to make good birds depending on species.

• Adult birds generally prove to not work well with glove training.  Only 
about 1/1000 (CBOP opinion) will prove to be successful.

• AMKE, RTHA, STKI tame more easily

• GHOW, BAEA, MERL generally don’t train easily.



OWLS

All FL species easy to train when young.

At pre-fledge age start to get an attitude, need to be around you & people most 
of the time.

Fledge age more patience is needed esp. w/ EASO’s & GHOW’s.



STKI’s & MIKI’s

STKI’s are pretty much “puppy dogs” and take to the fist easily.

MIKI’s can have a bit more attitude but fairly easy to train even as an older 
fledge.



Hawks

RTHA’s are one of the easiest to train (Falconry).  Can seem imprinted when 
sick or hungry.

RSHA’s & BWHA’s get a bit more full of themselves as they get older.

COHA’s are one of the only, if not the only, bird that imprint and then “go 
wild”.  By nature a bit crazy.



Falcons
• AMKE’s are notoriously pretty easy to train, of course, the younger the better.

• Caracara- see “smarty pants”

• Peregrine-can be a bit challenging, not a first bird.  Use of a falconer would be very useful.

• Merlin's can be a bit challenging as well.  They tend to be flighty & vocal.



“Smarty Pants”
Vultures & Caracara

• Both are very intelligent which can make training either easy, hard or both.

• Need constant stimulation to keep them happy.

• Should not be considered a “first” bird for the new educator or trainer.



Bald Eagles

• Not necessarily more difficult if working with a new pre-fledge or fledge.

• WILL get sassy & opinionated as it gets older

• The older the immature bird the more time it will take to train & the more 
experienced a trainer should be. 

• Larger weapons-hence larger equipment



Beginning the training process

Know your birds natural history!!  

- RTHA’s focus on food, BAEA’s & RSHA’s easily

distracted.

- Owls sit and wait for food & motivation. 



If they are too young to stand…..



Stepping up



Standing & Walking

Allow bird to take in what is going on by just standing with it on your glove.

IF the bird seems to be handling standing on glove alright, proceed to walking 
around small area at first.



Conditioning to Touch

Hawks, kites & eagles etc.- mainly touching their feet, sometimes a light touch on 
chest.

- allows them to get used to fingers &  

hands.

-allows them to get used to being looked at 

(ex. Health checks & jesses).

Owls- feet, head (allopreening), light touch on 

chest.

- allows them to get used to fingers &  

hands.

-allows them to get used to being looked at 

(ex. Health checks & jessing).

- education – example: showing off ears.



Bating

Definition- The action of the bird attempting to fly from a perch or the fist 
while attached to a leash.- The Modern Apprentice

First bate – usually allow bird to hang about 5 seconds.

Second bate- allow to hang 10+ seconds.

Depending on injury may need help back up to glove.

Gives the opportunity to educate the public







Things to think about

• The more time you spend with them, the better the bird.  This can mean for 
the rest of their lives.

• Every bird is different, training techniques will have to be tweaked and 
changed with each individual.

• These bird are not pets, yet you need to find a happy medium where you 
respect their species and their “wildness” (even if they are imprinted) and 
also treat them as somewhat a part of your extended family.

• Sometimes getting someone on the outside to help train can be beneficial.



Summing it up

• Know your message, acquire the right “tool” to get that massage across.

• Begin training when they are young.  Easier for you both.

• Know what you are getting into with that species, know their natural 
history.

• Pick a bird for your skill level

• Training can be fun and challenging, try to make it a positive experience for 
you both.

• Know you are making a commitment to this bird, plan to have the time to 
give each bird what it needs & deserves.





Heading

Caption or small amount 

of descriptive text
Thank you!
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