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Safe Handling 
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ÂGloves 

Â Support body 

ÂCan pinch scruff/nape in 

HEALTHY individuals 

SaveLucytheBat.org 
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Rabies 

ÂDO NOT take chances 

Â Take precautions  

ÃWear Gloves 

ÃWash clothes 

ÂReport to local 

Department of Health 
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Examination 

ÂObvious injuries 

ÂHydration status 

ÃCheck eyes & wings 

ÃPups = dehydrated 

Â Body condition 

ÃExamine underside 

ÃPalpate spine 

 

Bat World Sanctuary 

SaveLucytheBat.org 

SaveLucytheBat.org 
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Anatomy 

www.ttu-mbea.org 
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Identify/Confirm Species 

Â Accidental imports 

 

Â http://www.fs.fed.us/n

e/newtown_square/pu

blications/research_n

otes/pdfs/2002/rnne3

76.pdf 
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Florida has 20 species of bats 
Â Big brown bat 

Â Tri-colored bat 

Â Evening bat 

Â Gray myotis 

Â Northern yellow bat 

Â Seminole bat 

Â Brazilian free-tailed bat 

Â Velvety free-tailed bat 

Â Eastern red bat 

Â Florida bonneted bat 

Â Hoary bat 

Â Rafinesqueôs big-eared bat 

Â Southeastern myotis 

 

Â Source:www.floridabats.org 

Accidental species 

Â Indiana myotis 

Â Northern long-eared myotis 

Â Silver haired bat 

Â Buffy flower bat 

Â Cuban flower bat 

Â Jamaican fruit-eating bat 

Â Cuban fig-eating bat 
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Oré..Natural History Museuméé. 



SQ fluids 

Â Intrascapular or rump 

ÂUp to 5% body weight 

Â Sterile fluid and technique 

ÂWarm fluids! 

SaveLucytheBat.org 

Linda Bowen 
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Force Feed/Hand Feed 

ÂOral Fluids Adults 

Ã IV catheter or canula 

ÃOr syringe alone 

ÃStart with clear 

ÃOxbow Carnivore Care 

ÂDo not feed until urinating 

ÂHand feed fortified MWs 

with blunt forceps 

 

Linda Bowen 
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ñOrphanedò Pups 

Â If healthy, try to reunite 

ÂReturn female with young 

to colony 

Â If raising, watch hydration 

Wild Things Sanctuary, Ithaca, NY 
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Natural history and species identification 
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Raising Pups 

Â Keep warm! 

Â Zoologic 33/40, or Fox 

Valley Day One 32/40 

Â Feeding implements  

Ã IV catheter 

ÃTiny silicone nipple 

ÃPaintbrush 

ÃEye shadow sponge 

ÂñGlopò 

Â Stimulate 

 

Linda Bowen 
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Making feeding cannulas 
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Metabolic Bone Disease 
ÂCaptive bats require 

Ca++ supplementation 

ÂUse a good MW diet! 

 

 SaveLucytheBat.org 
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MW farmingéé 
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Housing Inside 
ÂReptarium or similar 

Â Lint-free cloth  

ÃSurgical towels 

ÃReceiving blankets 

Linda Bowen 

Linda Bowen 
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Housing Inside 

Linda Bowen 

Linda Bowen 

Â Elevate food dishes  

Â Bark & foliage for hanging and hiding 

Photos: Linda Bowen 
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Bat Huts 
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Indoor Flight 
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Housing Outside 

ÂMove reptarium outside for 

acclimation 

Â Larger area for flight 

Â Screen tents work great! 
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Deluxe modelé. 
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Materials 
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Attract food 
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Aviaries can do double duty 
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Common Injuries 

ÂCat bites 

 

ÂWing fractures 

 

Â Torn webbing 

 

ÂGlue traps www. naturalunseenhazards.file.wordpress.com 
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Cat Bites 

SaveLucytheBat.org 

SaveLucytheBat.org 
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Wing Fractures 

Look head-on for symmetery 

Confirm w/ radiographs 

SaveLucytheBat.org 
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Wing Fractures 
Bones easily pinned under 

anesthesia, using needles 
Can also glue adjacent fingers to 

splint 

Mercer County Wildlife Center 

SaveLucytheBat.org 
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Torn Webbing 

10 Aug 2005, C. Meyers 6 May 2006, C. Meyers 
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Glue Traps 

Â Attracted to insects 

ÂGently remove 

Ãvegetable oil                  

(apply with cotton swab) 

ÃAdhesive removal pads 

ÂWash bat in DILUTE dish 

detergent 

ÂCheck for fractures 

www.humanesociety.org 
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