


ÁTriage 

ÁProper Restraint

ÁWeighing Patients

ÁTubing 

ÁDietary Needs 

ÁInjections

ÁBasic Housing Requirements 



ÁObserve in container 

ÁCursory exam 
ÁIdentify life threatening problems. 

(Hemorrhage,  mentation, organ 
exposure, foreign bodies)

ÁBody weight if possible - BCS

ÁTemperature control

ÁHypoglycemia

ÁPain Control Management

ÁEuthanasia when appropriate 







Mammal 

BCS

Important 

areas to 

assess:

1. Ribs/spine

2. Waist

3. Hips

4. Tail head

5. Head/neck



Reptile BCS



ÁProper PPE (medical 
gloves, protective gloves, 
goggles)

ÁTowels

ÁNets (if catching a patient 
outside)



ÁHead and leg control is very 
important!
ÁMust be able to move 

sternum to breathe



ÁCaudal hold

ÁPlastron support

ÁWatch hinge 

ÁSharp claws





ÁTubing types 

ÁMaterials (lube, permanent marker, hand towel)  

ÁCleaning station (Cleaning solution and setup)



Á



Laughing Gull Tubing 

Red Shouldered Hawk Tubing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_ObqbY3f-4
https://youtu.be/n65yDJE5diw


Neonate Raccoon 

Tubing 

Neonate Raccoon 

Nipple Feed 

https://youtu.be/QwOcMUgHvV4
https://youtu.be/p2vTffLkGsY


Tube Feeding Aquatic 

Turtle 

https://youtu.be/VatOsgDSMd0


ÁBe sure to target appropriate dietary requirements for every species 

ÁInsectivores,  herbivores, carnivores, piscivores

ÁSea Tabs 

ÁDebilitated/Emaciated Patient 
ÁStart with 3% BW of P-Care SID

Á4% of P-Care SID

Á5% P-Care BID-TID

Á5% BW Fish Analog/Fish Slurry BID -TID

Á5% BW Fish 

ÁPatient with good BCS 

Á5% P-Care BID-TID 

Á5% Fish Analog/Fish slurry BID -TID

Á5% BW Fish 



ÁThick consistency - (pancake batter)

ÁBe sure to use a tube big enough for the slurry

ÁPuppy chow slurry

ÁRaccoons, Foxes, Skunks

ÁKitten chow slurry

ÁOpossums, Bobcat, River otter

Enrichment is a great tool to incorporate into your rehabilitation plan to get mammals 
eating on their own!





Create your own      

Meal Worm Farm 



ÁAppropriate consistency - read instructions carefully!

ÁCalculate daily fluid maintenance and include water 

chaser. Luke warm temperature 

ÁStart tubing at 0.5% BW and increase to 2% BW max

ÁForce Feed Q3 days 

ÁPrepare

ÁSize 14 French tube

ÁAppropriate size syringe

ÁLube

ÁMouth gag

ÁHold in upright position post tubing 





ÅGopher tortoise diet 

ÅRomaine- no spinach 

or iceberg

ÅNatural grasses/weeds

ÅHibiscus flowers

ÅCactus 

ÅRed berries in 

moderation

ÅTortoise pellets

ÅMazuri



ÁMaterials (syringe sizes, needle sizes, 
fluids)

ÁSQ syringe station

ÁSQ Fluids Protocol

ÁUse syringe for subcutaneous fluids 3 
times (use hash marks), then place in 
òoraló syringe basket

ÁAlways place clean needle on syringe 
when finished

ÁDo NOT use used syringes/needles for 
IV, IO or wound flushing 


