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What is Barbiturate Poisoning?
And where are birds found who have it?







Signs and Symptoms



• Signs that a bird may have 
Barbiturate poisoning 
include

• Proximity to area where euthanized 

animals are disposed

• Sedated, drowsy, or comatose

• Slow heart rate and respiratory rates

• May have food or fluid in there crops

• Bird recovers quickly with supportive care





Sampling



 Milk the crop!
 By milking the crop you can keep the 

bird from digesting anymore toxic 

matter and become even sicker or 

die.



• If you are able to collect crop contents save it. 

• Samples can be stored in sealed bag or container and then frozen.

• If able to send off for testing the crop contents will yield the best 

results. 



• If not able to collect crop contents whole blood can also be tested, 

but should be collected as soon after admit as possible



Reporting





• Testing

• Testing for barbiturates can be very 

expensive and not all labs will test. 

• Often times FWS will want crop contents 

and samples for testing

• If FWS doesn’t want to test-

speak with the landfill and see if                         

they are willing to pay for testing.

• Testing can cost $60-80/ sample




