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Goals 

 Those who care for animals love them, those 
that release them love them more 

 To care for wildlife without taming/imprinting 
 To preserve function  
 To treat wildlife so they can be released and 

fend for themselves 
 To do no harm 



Legalities 

 Licensing to keep and care for wildlife 
 State Permit  

 FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
 Federal Permit 

 US Fish & Wildlife – Special Purpose Rehabilitation 
Permit 

 FWRA membership!! CE 
 Cannot keep native wildlife for more than the 

specified time without special permission 



Legalities 

 Cannot keep permanently injured wildlife 
without a special purpose possession permit 
 Must be used for education at least 12 x per yr 

 Must euthanize an animal  
 Missing the wing above the elbow 
 Missing leg above hock   

 Cannot release non-native wildlife 
 



Basic Equipment Needed 

 Leather gloves 
 Welding gloves are least expensive & good length 
 Leather work gloves are good but short so do not 

provide adequate forearm protection 
 Carriers and wire cages of various sizes 
 Scale 
 Thermometer 
 Disinfectants 
 Nets 
 



Basic Equipment Needed 
 Basic Instruments & medical supplies 
 Veterinarian willing to work with you and learn with 

you 
 Resources 

 Monetary 
 References 
 FWRA listserv & directory of fellow rehabilitators 

 Area set aside for animal care 
 Record keeping system 

 Yearly form for licensing 
 Identification system for each animal 

 



When an animal comes to you 
 Get a history from rescuer 

 Where, when, how and what has been done/given 
 Look in box and assess condition of animal 

 Make sure doors are closed, room is secure 
 If animal is quiet, try to get a better look at injuries 
 If thrashing around, be sure container is appropriate 

and clean and put in dark, warm environment until 
calm 

 If rescuer has put food or water in carrier, remove. 
 Treat vs Euthanize 

 Making the call early 



Identify the Species 
 It is very important to identify the species you are working 

with appropriately 
 Proper Housing 
 Diet 
 Medication anomalies & hazards 
 Handling 

 Life stage and sex 
 Neonate, fledgling, milk/regurge vs solid food 
 Lactating, pregnant, reproductive age 
 Weight fluctuation for time of year  

 With birds beak shape, mouth color, feather color and egg 
color can help 

 Natural History 
 Feeding methods, nesting and feeding behavior, proper environment 



Restraint and Handling 
 Knowledge of animal behavior and associated 

weapons 
 Gloves 
 Towels 
 Carriers 
 Help 
 Foam blocks with velcro™ 

 Pillowcases 
 Rabies pole/stiff leash 
 Chemical - veterinarian 

 



Exam/Evaluation (hour 2) 

 Observe animal before removing from container 
 Standardize 

 TPR, MM, CRT, symmetry, systems 
 Function, bleeding, trauma, wounds, amputations,  body condition, 

feather/scale/coat condition, dyspnea, hydration status, etc. 

 Always cover animal in same order 
 Front to back, Head to toe, outside to inside, etc.  

 Form/record 
 History 
 Above all do no harm 

 
 



Fluids Before Feeding 
 It is important for any animal to be warm and hydrated 

before you attempt to feed  
 Fluids can be given by gavage (stomach tube), injection 

or by soaking (with some reptile species) 
 Injections can be SQ, IV, IP, IC or IO 

 SQ is easiest and will absorb slowly over time 
 Depending on the severity of dehydration SQ may not be adequate 

 Heat can be provided by a heat lamp, heating pad, hot 
water bottles, rice socks, chemical pack (hand warmer) 
or even towels or sheets if no a/c 



Calculate Fluid Replacement 
 Has there been blood loss? 
 Is the skin “tenting”?  Do pinch test. 
 Is the animal in shock?  Do mucous membranes 

appear pale, white and or tacky? 
 R.O.T. 30-60 ml/kg/24 hours, reptiles 15ml/kg/day 

 Saline or normosol will be more bioavailable for young 
animals than LRS 

 Never give any fluids with dextrose SQ  
 Will cause skin sloughing, can cause bacterial infection 

 Please attend fluid therapy replacement workshop 
 



Basics Environment 

 Keep domestic animals away from wildlife 
 Keep predators out of visual contact from prey 

species 
 Realize that there are olfactory and aural 

components as well 
 Cover cages 

 Keep environment warm, dark and quiet 
 Enrichment items 
 Proper cage sizes and types 



Treatment 
 Deworming 
 Cleaning wounds/debriding 
 Bandaging 
 Injections 
 Fluids 
 Housing 

 Restricting movement, etc. 
 Critical care/Veterinary assistance 
 Disease transmission/zoonoses 
 Diet 



Additional Considerations (hour 3) 

 Critical care/Veterinary assistance 
 Disease transmission/zoonoses 
 Diet 

 



Release Criteria 

 Evaluation of patient 
 Criteria for species 
 Site selection 

 Legalities (mammals cannot be relocated) 
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