Adult Bat
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Some Basics

Kavya Parsa




- Wildlife care (Florida Wild Mammal Association)
- Vet tech (Paws and Claws Vet Hospital)
-  One-eyed pet enthusiast

- Batrehabilitation through the lowa Wildlife

Center Photo courtesy of lowa Wildlife Center



Overview

- Basics of bat rehabilitation

- Focus on adults
Bat facts! - A.ssumes no prior bat experience
- Tips for all levels

Species ID

Care




BATS

Have a good network! IN CAPTIVITY

Edited by Susan M. Barnard

- kavva.pa rsa@gmail.com Volume 1: Biological and Medical Aspects

Have references!

Bat Conservation International

Bat World Sanctuary

Florida Bat Conservancy

Midwest Bat Working Group (Annual Meeting)

BATS

IN CAPTIVITY

Edited by Susan M. Barnard

Volume 2: Aspects of Rehabilitation



mailto:kavya.parsa@gmail.com
https://www.batcon.org/
https://batworld.org/
https://www.floridabats.org/
https://www.mwbwg.org/

Bats of the USA

e Obligateinsectivores
e Hugely important for pest control
e Hunton the wing using echolocation (but see quite well!)

e Threatened by disease (WNS), widespread insecticide use, reputation
e NOT likely to be rabid

e Cute! Fuzzy!

Overview Comments

o Bat World Sanctuary is dedicated to ending the mistreatment
... See more

o WHY SAVE BATS? Bats are clean, gentle and intelligent, they ...
See more

335,724 people follow this page

Thank you so much to The Dodo for featuring Statler in one of your
amazing videos! He has had such a hard life and we are so happy to
give him comfort in his old age.

@ #savethebats #batareamazing #batrescue #batworldsanctuary
#thedodo

$7,191 raised for Bat World Sanctuary
253 people donated.

Donate
P 006/339

Statler on The Dodo




Bat Signal - 1966 Batman 4418 by Brechtburg
License: CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Exam/intake heavy

Photos are your friend!!

Handle with leather + rubber gloves
or not at all

Transport - heat + escape-proof

A future talk: coexisting with bats -
bat houses, bat exclusion, bat safety


https://www.flickr.com/photos/93779577@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd-nc/2.0/jp/

WNS? - use a black light on
wings!

Vocalization?

Ear shape? Length? Texture?

Hydration?
Body condition?
Gender?

Fur quality?
Lactation?

Tears/punctures
Mites
Forearm length



Species ID

\' {N\J

- General size/color

-  Forearm measurement

- Tail furred/unfurred?

- Earlength

- Calcar keeled/unkeeled?

- Dental formula

- Adult or baby?

- Most common in Florida: Free-tail, evening bat, yellow bat

- Endangered species (Must notify FWC w/in 72 hours): Bonneted bat, grey bat,
Indiana bat




A quick slide on babies

32/40 with ultraboost

- Suckle using makeup sponge soaked in formula

- To transition to self-feeding, blend mealworms into
formula

- Solitary bat babies will be stressier/harder than
colonial babies




Can he/she be treated?

- Do you have a vet that sees bats?

- Areyou able to administer post-operative
care?

When considering a non-releasable bat:

- Will he/she eat, exhibit normal behavior?

- Canyou provide adequate
space/enrichment? (Clicker training?
programs?)




Housing the bat patient

- Clinging/hanging surfaces (bucket with paper
towel or butterfly tent)

- Watch for anything to get stuck on
- ESCAPE ARTISTS
- Added heat source

Hiding areas




Gut-loaded mealworms (usually small) + water via dropper and
in housing

Hand-feeding

Transition to carnivore care +/- mealworm slurry if mealworms
don’t work

Progress to bowl feeding via training (three days)

Some bats may never adapt to self-feeding

Weigh regularly




Hibernating bats

- Very common in lowa
- Most bats in Florida do not hibernate through the season

- May require you to keep bat for a longer period until the weather stabilizes
- Monitor for seasonal warmth AND sufficient insect resurgence



Incredible BAT vs SCORPION battle on Planet Earth Il
Bats hunt on the wing BlBlC

- High stamina - must maintain
flight for hours

- High agility - “loop-de-loops”

- BATS CAN TAKE OFF FROM
THE GROUND

- A bat without perfect flight
needs flight conditioning
(outdoor caging, lots of
non-abrasive landing areas, food
dishes + lamps to draw bugs for
night hunting)

112 More Videos

< / Flsdet EPfh Il fx  00:01 / 01:03



Release!

- Good weather is crucial
- Studies suggest colonial bats return to colonies from significant distances
- Better torelease into the air than on trees



Questions?

kavya.parsa@gmail.com

Thank you!!
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