
Letôs do this



I got a Neonate in Rehab 

No-No-No



Tiny in size

Closed are its



²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭΩǎ ƛǘǎ Fur ?

Late at Night 

Looks like a Blur



You got a Neonate in Rehab

{ƻ  ȅƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊΧΦGo- Go- Go !



Gave  this

To help you  KNOW



What squirrels Need



To  HELP¢ƘŜƳΧΧ





Some folks  think

ƛǘΩǎ really quite  Insane



To feed all day

and then just



Start again !



But now 2 weeks

have gone by



That  Lucky  Little Squirrel



Is  still  ALIVE  !!   



You got a Neonate in Rehab

GO GO

GO



Tiny in size



Closed are its eyes



Squeaking  Κ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ



!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ .L¢9



We got a neonate in Rehab 

so we better Go- Go -Go !



How much longer must I wait ?



TILL THAT DARN THING CAN



Thermo regulate



FirstBe sure to correct

Dehydration



Fluid loss  can sometimes         
cause



Constipation



SQUIRREL is down 
And In Distress



GottaWarm him first



Before you can give



You got another squirrel in Rehab



Tiny in size 
Closed are its eyes



Feeding slowly,yes I am



Takes a couple days to get

1 4

3 2



Get With the Program !



If you follow a Simple plan



Consistent Care



That NekkedƭƛǘǘƭŜά¢ƘƛƴƎέ



DǊƻǿ  ǎƻƳŜ άIŀƛǊ ά



Pinky grew  into

ŀ ά Fuzzyά



And finally now



Lǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ                ǎƻ  Ugly !  



You got Another squirrel in 
Rehab

you better Go GoGo!



Tinyin size 
filled with Surprises OH !



Finished up this Rhyme



²ŜΩǊŜ gonnahave 
a real Good Time



TalkinΩ ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƘŀō 





Tune-up 2022

Å4  stages of Squirrel Rehabilitation

ÅNeonate, Infant ,Juvenile and Adult

ÅEach stage share similarities and differences

ÅDiscussion of some conditions

ÅHaving a knowledge base of Tree squirrel Natural history is helpful in 
determining assessment and evaluations.



Starting Line



ÅPossess an OS that is hardwired with all the necessary components to develop 
into a viable adult

ÅThey have specialized needs due to their physiological makeup.

ÅProviding and executing a Consistent Care plan has a positive effect on 
neonatal squirrel rehabilitation.

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ FLIPover Neonate Rehabilitation



NeonatePhysical Characteristics

Å.ƻǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ƻǊōƛǘŀƭ ǎƻŎƪŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜΣ ƭŜǎǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ 
other stages 

ÅPinna, the visible projecting portion of the ear, is close to the head. 
¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ-less stressed than other stages

ÅThe umbilicus is visible for up to one week.

ÅEpithelium is quite thin, almost transparent and bones are soft so 
ecchymosis (bruising) is common.

Å¢ƘŜ Ƴƛƭƪ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƻƴŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŦŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ άǿƛƴŘƻǿ 
ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭΩǎ ŘƛƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ



ÅPerfect-formed BLACK claws are present at birth .EZ ID 

ÅHave @80% more water in their body than adults-dehydrate  faster due 
to small size

ÅNormally exhibit dyskinesia ( jerky twitchy movements)

ÅNurse often and in small amounts  and have a weak swallowing 
mechanism

ÅNurse  over  12-16 hours- be prepared to feed consistently and carefully

ÅBorn with 4 sets of black vibrissae (whiskers) that function as touch 
receptors to locateteats. (rooting) 4 sets of teats.

ÅLack fur and cannot thermo regulate for even a few minutes.Are 
particularly affected by temperature; hot and cold.

ÅConsidered altricial ( solely dependent on mother to survive )

ÅRequire the most consistent care of any stage



Two Stages of Development

ÅWeek 1     Pink, furless, with umbilicus

ÅWeek 2    Dark pigmentation starting at crown of 
head progressing dorsally, yet no fur, umbilicus has 
fallen off.  Fuzz around the nose is evident 





Fresh out of the can !  11 gram Gray



Week 1    Fox Squirrel





1.5 week   Gray



Week 2 Gray



Week 2 Gray Squirrel



Factors of Consistency

üFeeding Schedule On schedule rather than on demand 

üStomach Capacity        5% general comfortable amount

üStimulation/elimination  physiologically necessary to prevent uremia, 
digestive imbalance and possible renal shutdown

ü Stimulate prior to each feeding   it prompts the sucking reflex , 
initiates consistency and offers an evaluative stool guide

The rehabilitator should adopt and adhere to a program of care 
where consistency plays a vital role



ÅHousing Safe -consistently warm and Secure

ÅFeeding Utensils      0.5 or 1 ml syringe, small nipple

ÅFeeding Position       Sitting position

ÅSame Caregiver          Handling and Stability

ÅFormula  Stick with one and only switch if necessary

Implementing a consistent care plan increases positive results in the 
Neonatal Squirrel Rehabilitation process





Size does Matter

ÅExpectations should be realistic in understanding that they 
need to nurse often and in small amounts

ÅHave a small limited stomach capacity 

ÅHave an underdeveloped ,weak swallowing mechanism

ÅThis stage of development is time consuming as they nurse 
7 to 8 times daily



Neonates require many hours of scheduled   
Feedings





tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƪ ά {ǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ Ŝŀǎȅέ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊƛŀƭ 
your experience with rehabbing squirrels as compared to other 
species

Squirrels as all species require specific care

Ask yourself why you are interested in the species

You will feel it if squirrels are your rehab of interest. They  will tug 
at your heart and toggle your gray matter.
5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƘŀō ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 9½ΧΦΦ
Go with your heart.



Feed round the clock ?

ÅIt requires energy to digest food

ÅMother squirrel does not feed round the clock

Å**Kcal requirements can be met by feeding 7-8 x

ÅFeed on a consistent schedule rather than demand

ÅCompromised neonates should be offered supplemental 
hydration in between feedings and/or SQ fluids 



Do the Math

ÅWeek 1              7x / day x 7 days = 49 feedings

ÅWeek 2                7x /day x 7 days = 49 feedings

98   FEEDINGS !



B E R-Basic Energy Requirement

ÅFeed according to weight in grams 5% ( stomach capacity )  
generally 7-8x @ 2-2.5 hrsapart. according to the amount of Kcals 
the squirrel requires and that the formula provides. 

Åwww.ewildagainKcalculator® , formula comparisons and kcals

The basal metabolic rate or BMR, also known as basal energy expenditure or basal 
energy requirement (BER), is defined as the amount energy expended by a healthy 
animal under thermoneutral conditions 12 hours after a meal. The animal is 
conscious but not exercising.

Infant mammals require 2 to 4 times the adult BER daily. The minimum 
amount of energy (kcals) an infant squirrel would need is calculated

70 x (weight in kg).75 x 2 = amount of kcals needed in 24 hours. A 
neonatal squirrel weighing 10 g would require 4.4 kcals per 24 hours.

http://www.ewildagain/


Eastern Gray Squirrel Milk Analysis

Specie Source Solids% Protein% Fat % Carbs% Kcals/cc

EGS Shaul 27.6 9.2 12.6 3.4 1.6

EGS Nixonand 
Harper

25.4 9.0 12.1 3.0 1.6

Milk composition of many commonly rehabilitated species can
be found in  NWRA Principles of Wildlife rehabilitation,2nd ed.








