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Happy Holidays!!!
Hoping this issue finds you all well and in the sharing and caring spirit of the holiday
season. . Speaking of holidays and that caring spirit, please remember that an FWRA
Membership makes an excellent gift for those you love and for any wildlife enthusiasts
on your list! For $20 you can’t find a more worthwhile gift to give. So go now to http://
www.fwra.org/membership.html and put your recipient’s name, address, etc. on the form and
be sure to note under “Additional Information” that it is a gift and all your name and contact
information. If you do it now, they will receive this issue before the holidays! Perfect!!
If you made it to FWRA’s 27th annual symposium last September you know what a fantastic time we
had!! We are very proud of our organization!!! We are one of the largest, most organized and well
networked state wildlife rehab organizations in the country!! We have people who join us from other
states because they do not have a strong organization in their own state. This year we had attendees
and speakers from as far North as Canada and as far south as Trinidad and Tobago! The Trinidad delegation was a huge presence this year! We welcomed back our friend DettaBuch from Wildlife Orphanage
and Rehabilitation Center who was gone from us for way too long, and Ricardo Meade from El Socorro
Centre for Wildlife Conservation who brought 7 brand new students of wildlife conservation with him
this year! How great is that?! Ricardo’s group surprised him by honoring him at the banquet and showing their appreciation with some beautiful gifts they had customized for him. In return he thanked them
and honored Detta for starting the ball rolling for wildlife rehab and conservation in their country. We
also honored Judi Carter who has been an innovator and beacon in our rehab community! Judi was
there with us to receive her founders award and to share her knowledge with the other attendees.
We have reserved the dates for the next symposium in our beautiful location at the FFA Leadership
Conference Center in Haines City, Florida! So mark your calendars for FWRA’s 28th annual symposium, September 21-25th, 2016. We have been at this location for a while now. Those who have been
know how beautiful and peaceful this venue is. It’s an event not to be missed! I want to congratulate
our 6 scholarship winners again from this year. Please see the article, Paying it Forward, in this newsletter and blurbs written by the winners about their experiences. Still the best value around, the conference costs include 3 meals a day, a fully stocked hospitality suite with snacks and drinks, all classes and
workshops, lodging, banquet and, of course, in time for the holidays, the fabulous auction! There are 42
weeks to save up, so start squirreling away a little more than a dollar a day and you will cover the costs
and have plenty left over to bid on auction items! Don’t forget that we will announce when scholarship
applications are on line, so make sure you are on the List serve and apply!! The conference committee
has already started planning the 2016 line up, so please send any requests for programs or speakers to the conference committee on fwra.org. This is your organization so speak up if there is a program or specific lecturer you would like to
see.
Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season and a happy New Year!
Sincerely,
Beth Hirschfeld DVM, CVA,VMO
Hollywood, FL
President FWRA
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Mission:
The Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (FWRA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to the unification, education
and dissemination of information to all wildlife
rehabilitators in Florida.

Bits and Blurbs ...

SAVE THE DATE

FWRA’s 28th annual symposium, September 21-25th, 2016
FFA Leadership Conference Center in Haines City, Florida

Keystone XL Rejection Chance for a Fresh
Start on Conservation A victory for wildlife

To provide training and assistance to individuals
and organizations involved in the rehabilitation
of injured, orphaned and displaced wildlife.

A formal rejection of the TransCanada application for the
keystone tar sands pipeline was signed by the President on
November 6th. This rejection ended a six year, in-depth investigation into whether the project would have been in America’s
best interest, and offers protection to a vast amount of critical
wildlife habitat for a variety of mammal and avian species across
North America.
http://www.nrdc.org/energy/dirtyfuels_tar.asp
http://www.nrdc.org/energy/keystone-pipeline/
http://www.foe.org/projects/climate-and-energy/tar-sands/
keystone-xl-pipeline
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/07/us/obama-expected-toreject-construction-of-keystone-xl-oil-pipeline.html?_r=0

To increase public awareness through educational means of and support for the activities of
wildlife rehabilitators.

$80 Million Announced for Gulf Restoration
Projects

Purposes:
To provide an organizational structure within
which various individuals and organizations involved in the rehabilitation of injured, orphaned
and displaced wildlife may exchange information.

To engage in such other activities as are
permitted by Florida Law.
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The National Fish & Wildlife Foundation has publicized an $80
million restoration project which represents the third distribution of funds that are due to the states of the Gulf Coast from
the 2012 criminal settlement that followed the BP oil spill. To
date, approximately $480 million from this fund has been designated for restoration projects across the Gulf Coast. In this
round, a total of 22 projects in Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, and
Florida were selected.
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwoway/2015/07/02/419429262/bp-to-pay-18-billion-to-settle-gulfcoast-oil-spill-claims
http://www.nfwf.org/whoweare/mediacenter/pr/Pages/gebf_
pr_15-1110.aspx
http://blog.nwf.org/2015/11/80-million-announced-for-gulf-restoration-projects/

Red tide confirmed in Florida:
What you need to know

Red tide is a naturally occurring, higher-than-normal blooming
of microscopic algae. When the algae are present in very high
concentrations, they cause a brown/red discoloration of the
water surface. The most obvious effects of these neurotoxic
algae are the wildlife mortalities of marine and coastal species
of fish, birds, and mammals. Red tide toxins also pose a human
health risk. The toxins can aerosolize and be carried to beaches
with onshore winds, leading to respiratory irritation in people,
and consumption of infected shellfish and oysters can lead to
grave health complications.
http://myfwc.com/REDTIDESTATUS
http://ocgweb.marine.usf.edu/hab_tracking/HAB_trajectories.html
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/hab/

Paying it Forward: 2015 FWRA Symposium
Scholarship Program and Winners
A little bit here and there adds up in dollars and cents
when it comes to funding the FWRA Scholarship program, and the future payoff is enormous. The FWRA
Symposium is three full days of classes including many
hands-on sessions and ample time for networking
and getting to know other rehabilitators who have
a shared passion for wildlife rehabilitation. Through
raffle ticket sales at our Symposium, donated auction
items from many, many sources, and full monetary
participation of FWRA Board members who attend
the event, FWRA is able to fund six Symposium scholarships annually - three full and three partial. The goal
is to financially assist prospective attendees who have
a strong interest in wildlife rehabilitation but might
otherwise not be able to attend this very worthwhile
event. In this way, the organization “pays it forward”
- encouraging and supporting the critically important
practice of wildlife rehabilitation while helping to
ensure its future. Those awarded scholarships for the
2015 Symposium were Tina Garr, Shelby Proie and
Brittany Liguori, all from the South Florida Wildlife
Center; Crystal McClung, an independent rehabilitator; Heather Dills, from the Florida Aquarium; and
Amy Evenstad from the Audubon Center for Birds of
Prey.
Crystal McClung attended the FWRA Symposium for
the first time this year, even though she has been a
licensed rehabilitator since 1998. She describes her
Symposium experience: “I am sorry that I waited so
long to start attending. There is so much useful information packed into such a short amount of time.

Whether you are just starting out in rehab or you
have been doing it for years, there is such a wide
variety of topics and speakers that there is something
that will interest everybody.” According to McClung,
“There is not any type of conference that I have ever
seen or attended that you can get your room, food
and classes all included for such a small price.” Regarding paying it forward, enthusiastic attendees like
McClung are eager to spread the word about the
Symposium, and use the knowledge they gain. “If you
take the time to attend or send some of your volunteers, you will not be disappointed. The speakers are
phenomenal and you could tell by the questions that
they answered they really knew what they were talking about. The daily classes, and the activities at night
that the board members orchestrate so that everyone gets to know one another, are great.” McClung
says she would recommend the Symposium to anyone
who wants to learn about wildlife rehabilitation. “It
is set in a great location, it is reasonably priced, the
speakers are phenomenal; the classes cover a wide
variety of topics. In short, you could not find a more
well-rounded symposium to attend. I cannot think of
one thing that I would change.”
If you or someone you know is interested in attending next year’s event and applying for a scholarship,
please visit our website for details: www.FWRA.org.

Thank you to our Sponsoring Rehabilitation Organizations
Animal Hospital of Northwood
AHNorthwood@gmail.com

SPCA Wildlife Care Center
www.wildlifecarecenter.org

Pelican Harbor Seabird Station
info@pelicanharbor.org

Animis Foundation
animisfoundation@yahoo.com

Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary
www.floridawildlifehospital.org

www.sawgrassnaturecenter.org

Avian Recondition Center
www.arc4raptors.org

Patricia & Phillip Frost
Museum of Science
duricchio@frostscience.org

St. Francis Wildlife Association
www.stfranciswildlife.org

Peace River Wildlife
www.peaceriverwildlifecenter.org

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
of Central FL
www.wildlifecenterflorida.org

Audubon Center for Birds of Prey
www.audubonofflorida.org
Back To Nature
www.btnwildlife.org

Sawgrass Nature Center
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Life-time kennel perch ends available
We introduced them at FWRA symposium this year;
they were SO popular that we had more of these
Starboard (a marine grade plastic) perch ends cut. All
you have to do is supply the branch/perch; you can
change the branch out as much as you want. These
perch ends will last you a lifetime and they are much
more hygienic because they are washable.
Prices:
Small sets are 2 ½” high,
good for small raptors, also songbirds

$4

Medium sets are 4 ½” high,
good for red-shouldered hawk size		

$5

Large sets are 5 ½” high,
good for larger and long-tailed raptors

$6

Extra-large sets are 8” high,
good for eagles				

$7

PLUS shipping.
To order, email Leslie Johnson at:
lesliejo32909@yahoo.com

Stay
Safe, Stay Healthy
By Sandy Renne, PA-C, LHCRM, Trained OSHA Instructor and Volunteer at Conservancy of Southwest FL.
This time we will discuss environmental control
and disinfection: Surface cleaning and equipment
disinfection are crucial for control of pathogens. Surfaces must be cleaned with detergent before they are
disinfected. Organic material must be removed first,
as it inactivates disinfectants. Specific disinfectants are
personal choice, but must be an EPA registered agent
and should be used according to the label instructions, as contact times for adequate disinfection will
vary based on the compound. Quaternary ammonium
compounds are commonly used in veterinary practices, but there are a wide range of agents available, including the highly effective hydrogen peroxide agents.
A Safety Data Sheet (SDS) should be on site for all
agents and users should be familiar with the safety
precautions for all agents being used in a facility.
All equipment and surfaces should be disinfected between patients. Any surface that may be contaminated in the area should be cleaned as well. A checklist of
cleaning duties will help staff to remember frequently
forgotten items such as doorknobs, cage handles,
faucets, etc. Isolation animals present special situations
for cleaning. Isolation protocols should be posted and
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visible to all who care for isolation patients. Disposable PPE and care equipment should be used whenever possible – including shoe coverings. Isolation
laundry should be bagged, laundered separately and
dried at the highest temperature available.
Spills and medical waste: Any spill should be
absorbed prior to disinfection. Absorption can be
achieved with simple materials such as cat litter for
liquids, and physically wiped for solids. Biological waste
inactivates disinfectants, and should be completely
removed prior to cleaning. Potentially infectious material should be bagged and sealed, and the area may
then be disinfected.
Medical waste includes sharps, biological waste and
deceased patients. Sharps must be placed in a clearly
marked, puncture and leak resistant container that can
be permanently sealed and incinerated. Lastly,
ALL eating and drinking should be in a separate area
from treatment or housing of patients or lab or work
areas. Storage of animal food should be in a separate
refrigerator from human food and clearly marked. A
“break area” should be established for consumption

of all human food, away from any and all hospital duties involving patients.
“Blood Borne Pathogen Standard” refers to
the occupational exposures to human blood, blood
components and other potentially infectious material, (from here on referred to as OPIM). The standard
applies to human-to-human exposures. It does include
animal blood if it is known to be infected with HIV
or HBV (as in research animals). However, the AVMA
recommends compliance with this standard to protect employees working in animal practices.
An exposure is defined as the contact of blood or
OPIM with skin, eye, mucous membranes in the performance of one’s duties. OPIM may include tissue,
organs, saliva, semen, vaginal secretions, pericardial,
amniotic or peritoneal fluids.
The standard requires a written exposure control
plan and procedure for medical follow up after an exposure, disposal of contaminated sharps and laundry,
training of employees and record keeping of all training and injuries. Human practices also include Hepatitis B vaccines or declination forms at no cost to the
employee. Safety training, proper use of PPE and safe
needle handling techniques prevent most occupational
exposures in all work places.
The written Exposure control plan should be updated
annually, and contain the following:
•Exposure risks based on job descriptions
•Implementation methods and compliance
•Work practice controls
•Post exposure plan and reporting

Employees should be trained on the Bloodborne
Pathogen Standard annually.The training must include:
•Mode of transmission of bloodborne pathogens
•Location and use of PPE
•Post exposure follow-up procedures
Records of training must be maintained by the employer for 5 years.
General Employee Recommendations: OSHA requires
maintenance of work-related injury logs. In addition,
veterinary practices should also ensure up-to-date
employee vaccination records, antibody titers and exposure records. This medical information must remain
confidential.
Employees should notify employers of pregnancies
or use of immune suppressant therapies, as this may
necessitate reassignment of their duties.
NOTE: Immune-compromised personnel and pregnant females are particularly vulnerable to zoonotic
infections, and warrant special precautions. Infection
control must be stressed and strictly adhered to for
these persons. Cell-mediated immunity is suppressed
in these individuals, making them more vulnerable to
certain parasites, meningitis, listeriosis and toxoplasmosis. This may result in congenital defects, miscarriage or stillbirth in pregnant employees.
Next newsletter will address The Hazard Communication Standard.
Stay Safe, Stay Healthy!!

To minimize risks of exposure, employees must practice good hand washing, know how to use eye washing
stations, practice proper sharps disposal and NEVER
recapping of needles, prohibit eating and drinking in
areas where there is a possibility of exposure, never
“mouth pipette” or suction OPIM, ship specimens appropriately and clean contaminated equipment thoroughly.
Proper hand washing remains the single most effective procedure in preventing disease transmission.
Soap and water are preferred over alcohol based rubs.
However, if they contain 60 to 95% Ethanol or Isopropanol, they are acceptable until soap and water are
available, as this remains the preferred, most effective
anti-microbial agent.
Should a significant exposure occur, an employer is
mandated to provide evaluation by a licensed healthcare provider. Exposures must be documented, and
that documentation must be provided to that evaluating health-care provider.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Muscovy Ducks Cairina moschata are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act as of March 1, 2010. As a
native to Mexico, Central and South America, the Muscovy Duck naturally increased its range into southern
Texas, thereby making it a “native” bird found in the United States.
DO YOU NEED TO REPORT MUSCOVY DUCKS IN YOUR FWS ANNUAL REPORT?
YES
Check out http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/NewReportsPublications/FactSheets/Muscovy%20Fact%20Sheet%203-31-2010.pdf for more information
CAN YOU RELEASE MUSCOVY DUCKS IN FLORIDA?
NO
Check out
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/managed/waterfowl/nuisance/
nuisance-muscovies/

Message from our FWS permitting office
It’s that time of year again…Annual Reports of
activity for Rehabilitation, Special Purpose Possession
and Eagle Exhibition permits are due to your Regional
USFWS Migratory Bird Permit Issuing Office postmarked by January 30, 2016! (note: the
regulations state January 31, but that falls on a Sunday
in 2016).You will receive your annual report form and
renewal letter (if your permit expires March 31, 2016)
via regular mail in December. Please note that updated photographs/diagrams of enclosures for housing
migratory birds and eagles for display and for rehabilitation purposes, as well as updated information about
the individual responsible for the daily care of these
migratory birds/eagles, is also required as part of your
permit renewal procedure.
This year permittees will also receive information
about the upcoming 100th Anniversary of the Migratory Bird Treaty and ways that you can help celebrate
this milestone in migratory bird conservation. Be sure
to visit the “Centennial Nestbox” for more information and ideas http://www.fws.gov/birds/MBTreaty100/
nestbox.php.
If you need an extra copy or if your report form
arrives damaged, please visit http://www.fws.gov/permits/applicationforms/ApplicationA.html#reports under “Annual and Other Reports” forms listed under
their respective federal permit names.
Instructions for adding/deleting a live bird are listed
on the Migratory Bird Special Purpose Possession
(Education) Permit Acquisition & Transfer Request
Form 3-202-12, also found at http://www.fws.gov/
permits/applicationforms/ApplicationLM.html#MBTA
or directly at http://www.fws.gov/forms/3-202-12.pdf.
Please remember that rehabilitators are required to
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complete this form if they are requesting to transfer a
non-releasable migratory bird to an exempt facility or
Special Purpose Possession permittee for educational
purposes.
The most common Annual Report types for FWRA
members include: Rehabilitation Form 3-202-4, Special Purpose Possession Live/Dead Form 3-202-5, and
Eagle Exhibition Form 3-202-13, although additional
Annual Report forms for other federal permits including Scientific Collecting, Special Purpose Salvage, etc.,
are also included on this website.
Have permit questions or need an address to mail
your report to? Your Regional Migratory Bird Permit Issuing Office address is Permits, P.O. Box 49208,
Atlanta, GA, 30359. Please contact Michelle Outlaw
for questions regarding Possession Permits, Michelle_
Outlaw@fws.gov or 404/679-7055. Resee Collins
is the contact for Rehabilitation permit questions,
Resee_Collins@fws.gov or 404/679-4163.
Thank you for everything you do to conserve America’s wildlife and wild lands!
Sincerely,
Resee Collins
Eagle & Rehabilitation Permit Coordinator
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Migratory Bird Program, Southeast Region
P.O. Box 49208, Atlanta, Georgia 30359
Office: (404) 679-4163 Mobile: (404) 314-6526
2016 marks 100 years of the first Migratory Bird
Treaty! Please help us celebrate here.

Celebrating 100 Years of Protecting our
Feathered Friends By Phyllis Benton

Photos by R. Munguia

US Fish and Wildlife Services is encouraging the
celebration of this important conservation hallmark,
and they would love to hear from you!! An information
website, dubbed a “Nestbox” has been established
which includes the history of bird conservation, a
wide variety of information, and exciting ways to mark
this very special occasion.
To go to the “Nestbox” - http://www.fws.gov/birds/
MBTreaty100/

Even back in the 1800s, conservationists realized that
wild birds needed to be protected; if over-hunted by
man, the number of birds would dwindle and entire
species become extinct. Tragic examples include the
demise of the passenger pigeon. This in part opened
eyes and led to the legal protection of migratory birds
- beautiful creatures that travel without regard to national borders. Because of their movement, these bird
need protection in multiple countries - not just one.
In 2016, we mark 100 years of the Migratory Bird
Treaty - originally signed in 1916 between the United
States and Canada; it would shortly thereafter become
the broader Migratory Bird Treaty Act in 1918.

USFWS wants to know and share how you plan to
celebrate this important occasion, and so do we!!! To
contact the FWS, email MBTreaty100@fws.gov To
share your ideas with FWRA, email editor Dianna
Flynt at newsletter@fwra.org. The FWRA newsletter
will feature more about the Migratory Bird Treaty
Centennial in upcoming issues. If you plan a special
event or activity to mark this anniversary, let us know!!
The Blackpoll Warbler
can fly three days over
water without stopping.
They reduce their weight
by absorbing organs not
needed for flight such as
the intestine.

Help Save Birds: All Day, Every Day!
Did you know that you can easily save birds at your
home or office?
Bird threat during the day: Birds strike windows when
they are not able to perceive transparent glass on
buildings and walkways and try to fly through it. They
may also see interior plants and trees through clear
glass, or see their environment reflected in windows
and mirrored building exteriors, and try to take refuge
there.
Bird threat during the night: Birds are drawn to the
artificial sky glow produced by overnight lighting. They
can fly around spot and vanity lighting until they drop
from exhaustion or collide with the buildings. If they
survive until daybreak, birds find themselves trapped
in a maze of reflective buildings and collide with the
windows and reflective walls trying to escape.

Recent studies show that more than
22 million birds die in Canada every
year from window strikes.
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Service, Florida Fish and Wildlife Service, and TriState
Research was conducted. We see this as a first step in
We have over
unique and
nid to
involve rehabilitators
and125
paraprofessionals
in any
Kit
nd planning. Good
questions
were
asked
…
some
were
ght
specials diets to feed anything
• Thread Herring
e: believe that a good platform was founded from which • Smelt
from Aardvarks
to Zebras!As a matter of • Squid
More of these tele-forums
are expected.
• Glass Minnows
d Salve
Spirulina
ecot
will on Wednesday, July 14th from 7pm to 8pm EST. • Sardines
• Capelin
just listen in), you www.mazuri.com
can dial in at 7pm to 888-808-6959,
rices
•
Shrimp
• Herring
s488
67204
3831. We will800-227-8941
bring you subsequent dates and
•
Silversides
• Import/Export
(corporate
customer
service
info)
how
to
participate
when
we
know
it.
490-0118
me, let’s focus our efforts on the things we can control in
BIONIC BAIT COMPANY
-831-9500
and usually difficult rehab worlds. So, please take care of
POMPANO BEACH, FL
families, your volunteers, your patients, and by all means
954-941-4665
n
plans
for
a
potentially
active
storm
season.
When
storms
ic.com
866-848-9289
know that you are ok. Most of you have updated your
ers with us, but if you haven’t, please do.
WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR OF QUALITY

ises, Inc.
com

ditor

PAGE 7

FROzEN FISH FOR WILDLIFE FOOD.

Emergency contact for FWRA Disaster Committee use on
UPCO has the products you
directory,need
such at
as prices
cell andyou
work
phones,
for emergency use
can
AFFORD.
We
offer
a
10%
DISCOUNT
Name & number of the first person outside of your imm
to any licensed rehab operation.
contact them if we are unable to reach you: ____________
Additional contact information: ________________________

Please mail this form to : FWRA, Gail S

This information is vital to o

Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators A

A copy of the official registration and financial information may
(800-435-7352) within the state. Registration does not

Freed En
Petia

Men & Ladies 16” Kevlar Gloves
$36.50 including freight
And More!

Fox Valley is a world
leader
manufacturer of
Talon Gloves
for Birds
Mammel Gloves, Jesses
milk (formula) replacement for orphaned
and injured wildlife.

Homeopathic First Aid Kit

including
Day One Formula milk replacers$60
are species
specific freight
Contains 28 Remedies including:
and all play a unqiue role in feeding young animals.
These products closely match
unique
Teathe
Tree
Oil composition
CEH & Prid Salve
Gel
Powdered Spirulina
of mother’s milk, to assureAnalgesic
proper nutrition
if mothers
cannot, or will not, suckle
Writetheir
for own.
New Catalog and Prices

Quantity discounts are now available.
Call for more information.
Please call for more information.

Sales / Technical Service: (800) 679-4666
Fax: (815) 578-4240

303
Wichita,
Orders: 1
Informatio

www.p

