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Letter from the President
Summer Greetings Rehabbers!!
I hope you are all staying safe during these trying times. The snowbirds would normally be
leaving the state as baby season ramps up and summer approaches; instead, highways are
becoming busier in all of Florida as more business reopen and more people start to leave isolation. Crazy
weather is nothing new for us down here or for our friends up north. With June being the official start of
hurricane season and storms already off of the east coast, Murder Hornets invading Washington State and
Canada, and the continuously-mutating coronavirus keeping many of us at home, this season will be unlike any
other! These are unprecedented times with a pandemic that none of us have ever seen in our lifetime. We have
a lot to cover in this newsletter - information about the symposium and links to helpful information including
COVID-19 specific updates and a current topic affecting wildlife in Florida and more!
While we are monitoring the situation very closely, plans for FWRA’s 2020 Symposium are still in full swing
with lots of awesome speakers confirmed. Mark your calendars for October 1st-4th and stay tuned. We will be
making decisions related to the Symposium as the time nears. We are continuing to monitor what is happening
with re-openings and the pandemic before we decide if we need to cancel, or hold the conference online via
Zoom or some other method. If we do go ahead, the 32nd Symposium will be meeting once again at the
centrally-located and beautiful FFA Conference Center in Haines City, Florida. Start saving now so you will be
ready to attend! You have 18 weeks to save until the Symposium; if you start squirreling away $4 every day you
will have enough to pay for the conference and extra $$ to spend at the auction or on raffle tickets!! Hope to
see you in October.
Sincerely,
Beth M Hirschfeld DVM,CVA,VMO
President FWRA
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Message from your 2020
Symposium Committee
Your symposium committee has been planning for 2020
since the close of last year’s symposium, but COVID-19 has
changed plans for all of us in the past few months. We are
exploring many options for the Symposium but don’t yet
have enough information to decide how to best proceed. We
would love to have our full three-day conference as usual and
have you all attend; we are also considering other options
including a shorter conference. We do realize lack of income
and decreased donations may alter your ability to attend this
year. Regarding the Symposium, we hope to welcome Peggy
Hentz, a new speaker to us with a lot of teaching experience.
Previous presenter Lisa Fosco is working on some new
classes to benefit our wildlife patients. Dr. Erica Miller, who
is always a favorite, is expected to return. Based on requests
and recommendations from the 2019 Symposium surveys, we
are exploring many other speakers and subjects; we want to
present the classes and workshops that will help the most. Any
suggestions or requests can be sent to symposium@fwra.org
As decisions related to the 2020 Symposium are made, we will
post updates on Facebook and in FWRA newsletters.

FWRA Symposium Scholarship update
Scholarship applications are available on the website FWRA.org
and we encourage you to apply. We are again offering six full
scholarships. Why should you apply? In this issue, last year’s six
scholarship winners tell us about about their experience and
what attending the Symposium meant to them. The Symposium
is four months away; we continue to plan as if an in-person
Symposium will be held but we are also exploring other
possible options. Final decisions on scholarships will be made
dependent on what happens with the Symposium.
Remember to be sure you fill the applications out completely
as incomplete applications cannot be considered. If you don’t
have your own rehab license, after you fill out your application,
just have your permitted rehabilitator fill out the confirmation
form on the website. The scholarship committee will also
be sending out confirmations that your application has been
received as well as a checklist of things not completed. The
deadline to apply for scholarships is July 1st.Your dues must be
up to date to apply.
Our Founders Scholarship this year is in memory of Dan
Martinelli from Treasure Coast Wildlife. Sadly, the wildlife
community lost him just a few days after last year’s Symposium.
Dan had been involved in wildlife rehabilitation since 1975,
was a Board Member of FWRA since 2005 and most recently
served as vice president.

Covid-19 message from the President
I hope you have all seen the information that has been posted on the
FWRA Facebook page and you have been wearing PPE to handle wildlife.
This has been a crucial recommendation, as so much is still unknown about
the spread of this CoV-2 virus. The fear is still looming that an asymptomatic
person, or an infected domestic animal, could unknowingly infect a wild
animal, as they already have in domestic and captive wildlife, and that it would
cause global devastation to all wildlife populations. So please continue to be
vigilant and do not risk infecting any of your patients who rely on you to help
them back into the wild.
Please read North Carolina’s compiled information addressing COVID-19 as
it relates to wildlife rehabilitators. There are additional excellent resources
included.
There is more information in SCWDS BRIEFS https://vet.uga.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2020/05/2020-April-SCWDS-Briefs-Newsletter.pdf

FAQs about COVID-19 & Wildlife Rehabilitators
There are still many unknowns about Covid-19, especially as it relates to wildlife. However, the North
Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission compiled information to address frequently asked questions we
are receiving from wildlife rehabilitators and members of the public regarding wildlife rehabilitation during the pandemic.
For bats, please refer to the PDF “Bat Activities During COVID-19.”
1. Did the NC Wildlife Commission close wildlife rehabilitation centers?
a. No. Individual wildlife rehabilitators have the discretion to remain open or closed. While some may have
closed, many remain open, but may have implemented COVID-19 safety protocols for their staff and for members of the public dropping off injured and orphaned wildlife. The best way to find out if a wildlife rehabilitator
is accepting wildlife is to call the wildlife rehabilitator.
2. Can captive or non-captive wildlife spread COVID-19 to people or pets?
a. While a captive Malayan tiger tested positive for COVID-19, there is currently no evidence of the COVID-19 virus circulating in the free-ranging (non-captive) wildlife in the United States or that wildlife might be a source
of infection for people in the United States.
b. There is no evidence that COVID-19 can spread to people from skin or fur.
c. At this time, there is no evidence that animals play a significant role in spreading the virus that causes
COVID-19. Based on the limited information available to date, the risk of animals spreading COVID-19 to
people is considered to be low.
3. Can people spread COVID-19 to captive wildlife?
a. We are still learning about this virus, but we know it is primarily spreading from person-to-person and it appears that it can spread from people to animals in some situations.
b. The first case of a non-domestic animal testing positive for the virus that causes COVID-19 was a tiger with
a respiratory illness at a zoo in New York City. Samples from this tiger were collected and tested after several
lions and tigers at the zoo showed signs of respiratory illness. Public health officials believe these large cats
became sick after being exposed to a zoo employee who was infected with the virus that causes COVID-19.
c. See below for what steps you can take to reduce the risk of transmitting COVID-19 to captive wildlife.
4. Can people spread COVID-19 to non-captive wildlife?
a. It is not currently known whether COVID-19 has the potential to infect non-captive wildlife. Disease and
wildlife experts with the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other organizations are
currently working to assess these risks. As more becomes known, experts from these agencies will release
further guidance.
b. If a wild animal were to become infected with the virus, we don’t know whether the infection could then
spread among wildlife. Further studies are needed to understand if and how wildlife could be affected by
COVID-19.
c. When handling any wildlife, gloves and a mask should always be worn to protect you and the animal.
5. What can I do to protect myself and wild animals from infection?
a. Stay informed about the local COVID-19 situation and know where to turn for reliable, up-to-date information
in your local community. Below are some resources for credible information:
i. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html#COVID-19-and-Animals

Click to download

There are still many unknowns about Covid-19, especially as it relates to
wildlife. PLEASE be proactive!

Knowledge is Power - Thomas Jefferson
Our two FWRA Facebook pages

The FWRA Members Only Facebook page has been successfully up and running since Symposium 2016! It is
great to feel the love and support of our amazing membership, ready and willing to help as much as they can
from near and far! It is an awesome community; how great to not feel alone during these times of isolation and
social distancing. Please remember we still have a public FWRA Facebook page - renamed Friends of FWRA to
distinguish it from the Members Only Facebook page.
The Friends of the FWRA is open to anyone who loves animals, wildlife, rehabilitation, etc. For this reason,
medical advice or questions should not be posted on the Friends of the FWRA page. To join the FWRA
Members Only Facebook page you must be an active member and go online and request to join. If you have
not yet done so, please do! Our membership team works hard to quickly approve people after crosschecking
that dues have been paid. Look in this newsletter to see all of the great things our membership committee has
accomplished including full membership benefits!
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Our Emergency Wellness Check committee
With hurricane season already upon us, please be sure that all of
your contact information has been updated with our Emergency
Wellness Check Committee (formerly called the Emergency
Response Committee). Please send your updated contact info to
membership@fwra.org so we can check up on you in the event of
a storm in your area.You can also fill out a membership form on
FWRA.org, and choose to pay by check to update your info. There is
a great article on hurricane preparedness in our Fall 2013 newsletter
if you want a refresher on things to think about before during and
after a hurricane!
Read it here http://www.fwra.org/newsletter/pdfs/FWRA%20Newsletter%20
Fall%202013%20Online.pdf

FWRA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Individual Membership
For an individual working in wildlife rehabilitation
Annual Cost $20 - Renewals every September
Associate Membership for facilities - Level 1
For rehabilitation facilities with an annual budget over $100,000
Annual cost $150 - Renewals every January
• Benefits for up to 10 people
Associate Membership for facilities - Level 2
Annual cost $75 - Renewals every January
For rehabilitation facilities with an annual budget under $100,000
• Benefits for up to 5 people
Benefits Include:
• FWRA Newsletter via email (3-4x annually)
• Annual FWRA Symposium early bird registration specials
• Ability to apply for one of 6 scholarships to FWRA Symposium annually
• Access to FWRA Members Only Facebook page to network with other rehabilitators
• Wellness checks from Membership team after disaster situations
• FWRA Annual Membership window cling
• Password protected access to the Members Only area of the website providing access to many past
symposium lectures materials. (password changes annually)
• FWRA Annual Membership card that gives opportunities to members to visit other facilities (requirements
and opportunities listed on website)
• Receive important information throughout the year provided by FWRA Board or governing agencies to
be shared with members
• Receive important information throughout the year about FWRA classes and upcoming events
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In Their Own Words: Scholarship Recipients on Their Journey
and Attending the Symposium By Phyllis Benton
What is it like to receive an FWRA Symposium scholarship and attend the event? Six very worthy individuals
tell us about their personal journey, and what it is like to take part in our Symposium. Perhaps their words will
encourage you or someone you know to apply for one of this year’s scholarships!
Jonathan Hande, Save Our Seabirds, Sarasota, Fla.

I grew up in Florida; even at a young age - working at a grocery store - I knew I preferred being outside. I
entered accounting school but it was a terrible fit; at that point I needed to find a job. Luckily, a grounds
maintenance position opened up at Save our Seabirds and I began volunteering at their hospital. Birds had not
been a passion of mine but, over time, I developed a deep respect for them, especially cormorants. Several
years later, a full-time job opened up in the hospital, which is a great fit; I really enjoy what I do. Part of my job is
detective work - what happened to the animal and what kind of care is needed.
I am excited and thankful to receive a scholarship. The Symposium is an exceptional learning and networking
opportunity; this is my second time attending. The classes address my needs and concerns as a rehabilitator. I
have learned about blood work, parasites and diseases. This knowledge allows me to better diagnose and treat
our patients, and that is so important to me.
Carley Kestranek, Florida Wildlife Hospital, Palm Shores, Fla.

I was a military kid - living in New Mexico, then Ohio. My dad was stationed at Patrick Air Force Base in
Satellite Beach after 9/11, and Florida Wildlife Hospital was not too far away. I applied for an internship there
when I was in college, and that was the beginning. I earned a biology degree, then interned at Audubon Birds of
Prey. That experience showed me that raptors are my true passion.
I was able to attend last year’s Symposium for one day and loved it. I was lucky enough to get a scholarship
this year, for which I am so grateful. Just meeting all the new people and connecting with other rehabbers is so
wonderful. I loved the “Plan Your Plan” class and the enrichment session. Bringing new ideas to the table is so
valuable and useful. It is all so great.
Brianna Millevoi, Audubon Birds of Prey, Maitland, Fla.

I came from the southern United States to Florida - I have family here and moved to Coral Springs in 2013.
I started college, was not sure of a major, but joined the pre-vet club and I loved it. I’ve always love science
and medicine, and am working as a vet-tech as I attend school. I enjoy exotic and domestic animals, but my
internship at Audubon Birds of Prey really opened the door for me to a love of wildlife. My dream is to attend
veterinary school with a focus on wildlife.
I am extremely grateful for the scholarship. It is so wonderful to attend an event focused on local wildlife. I
particularly enjoyed the session on pharmacology - the science behind the medications - how medicines are
metabolized and their appropriate use. The networking is wonderful and the experience is so unique. There are
things only others working in wildlife rehabilitation understand. This is very special event.
Jenn Odom, Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida, Christmas, Fla.

In 2002, while I was in high school, I started volunteering at Pelican Man in Sarasota after I found a squirrel
and took it there; I continued volunteering until 2005, then I was off to college. While at the University of
Central Florida, someone found raccoons in a log. I called around but no one was available to take them. One
rehabber said if you have your rabies shots, which I did, we will work with you to raise these animals, and bring
you into our organization. That really opened the door for me. I got connected with Wildlife Rehabilitation
Center of Central Florida, and now work mainly with raccoons.
Attending the Symposium is a really cool experience. I have never had the opportunity to connect with
rehabbers at other centers, see their protocols, discuss their quarantine procedures - it is so eye opening. I am
so grateful to get the scholarship - for the classroom knowledge, exposure, and to talk to and connect with
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people. It is so much more than I was even told it would be. I was a little nervous coming because I did not
know anyone. Come!!! You will be welcomed. It is such a wonderful group.
Silvia Valles, Melina’s Wildlife Rescue, Miami, Fla.; scheduled to open her own foundation in late 2019

I have been working with animals for almost 40 years - mainly cats and rabbits. I was employed by Miami Dade
Animal Services when someone brought in baby possums. I connected with Miriam Olivera-Burr who works
with possums and started working with her in 2013. I also volunteer with Pelican Harbor Seabird Station.
In April 2019, I passed my FWC wildlife rehabilitator exam, and the next month decided to give myself a
membership to FWRA. I was lucky enough to be chosen to receive a scholarship. I am so grateful and moved
by this opportunity. Regarding the Symposium - what an experience! I especially enjoyed classes presented
by Dr. Erica Miller, and by Kim Titterington who focused on reptile care. The networking was amazing. I love
everything!!
Amanda Wilkes, Avian Reconditioning Center, Apopka, Fla.

I am Florida born and raised in the Sanford area; I am in Winter Springs now. I always had a fondness for
wildlife and animals, grew up on a farm and saw a lot of Red Tailed Hawks there. I also saw falconry at
medieval fairs, so I wanted to know more. I googled looking for places working with birds of prey and found
ARC. I was hooked; I started to volunteer immediately. A year later, a job opened up and I was hired. It has
made such a difference in my life. I did not have a true passion until I connected with raptors; it is the thing I
always needed but never knew it.
Regarding the symposium: It is such an amazing feeling being around people you can relate to immediately. The
presentations are spectacular, the amount of experience among teachers and other attendees is amazing. The
shared experiences are so very special. I particularly loved the bookwork lab - so detailed and fascinating. The
more I learn, the more I can help wildlife. I am so very thankful for this opportunity.
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Thank you to our Supporting Partners
UPCO has the products you
need at prices you can AFFORD.
We offer a 10% DISCOUNT
Fox Valley is a world leader manufacturer of
to any licensed rehab operation.

Freed Enterprises, Inc.
Petiatric.com

milk (formula) replacement for orphaned
and injured wildlife.

Day One Formula milk replacers are species specific
and all play a unqiue role in feeding young animals.
These products closely match the unique composition
of mother’s milk, to assure proper nutrition if mothers
cannot, or will not, suckle their own.

Quantity discounts are now available.
Call for more information.
Please call for more information.

xHandling & Capture Equipment
xChemical Capture xVeterinary &
Kennel Products xDisease Control
xUniforms & Accessories xProfessional

Services
We have Development
over 125 unique& and
specials diets to feed anything
1—800 338—ACES
from Aardvarks(2237)
to Zebras!
3030 Mascot
www.mazuri.com
Animal Care Equipment & Services LLC
Wichita, Kansas
67204
3075
75th Street (#2), 800-227-8941
Boulder, Co, USA 80301
www.animal-care.com email
aces@animal-care.com
(corporate
customer service info)
Orders: 1-800-490-0118
Information: 316-831-9500

Sales / Technical Service: (800) 679-4666
Fax: (815) 578-4240

www.petiatric.com

Men & Ladies 16” Kevlar Gloves
$36.50 including freight
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And More!
Talon Gloves for Birds
Mammel Gloves, Jesses

Homeopathic First Aid Kit
$60 including freight
Contains 28 Remedies including:
Tea Tree Oil
Analgesic Gel

CEH & Prid Salve
Powdered Spirulina

Write for New Catalog and Prices
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