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Letter from the President
Woohoo!! Greetings rehabbers!!
I am so excited to announce that 2018 marks “Celebrating 30 years of wild times” with FWRA!
The conference committee is in full swing - readying our stimulating line-up for a fabulous 30th Symposium,
October 4th-6th, 2018!!! If you’re planning to submit a scholarship application, better snap to it!! Deadline is
July 1st, and they must be complete to be considered. (The new format makes it easier than ever to be sure your
application is complete!) This year we are giving six full scholarships to commemorate our 30th year!! Yes, you heard me right!! Six!!!
(Check out our post-conference newsletters to see what a great time previous scholarship recipients had, and what being selected
meant to them!! Even if you received a past scholarship, apply. First-time applicants do take precedence, but some years we have
more scholarships than applicants, so you never know!! It is sure to be another great conference, not to be missed. Start squirreling
away only $3 per day and that will get you there!! That’s less than a fancy coffee drink (or pack of cigarettes); it’s not too late to start
saving! Our board has worked very hard to keep the price affordable. We all pay our own registration to help keep such a great low
price. You can come for one day, or sign up for the entire event which includes lodging, three meals a day, a hospitality room with
snacks available 24-hours-a-day, classes, workshops, nightly social events including take-home arts and crafts night, and our banquet.
That’s when we hold our silent auction and fun raffle!! There is no conference anywhere in the world that offers so much for such
a low price!! So come rejuvenate, learn and network.You will be surprised what a wonderful difference socializing with other likeminded individuals can make in your life. We all work hard, and this is an opportunity to recharge your batteries. I hope to see you all
there!!
Hurricane season just started, so preparedness is vital. Remember to have a plan and PRACTICE it. A plan cannot work if everyone
is not aware of it, and you are not all on the same page. This is key to surviving a devastating event, like a flood or hurricane, with
minimal losses. Here’s a link to a great article in the Fall 2013 newsletter (page 6) which can serve as a refresher:
http://www.fwra.org/newsletter/pdfs/FWRA%20Newsletter%20Fall%202013%20Online.pdf
Also, please remember to update your FWRA emergency contact info so we can check on you if your area gets hit by a storm. Email
info@fwra.org to update your information.
I am so excited for October!! FWRA’s 30th annual conference will again be in beautiful, centrally-located Haines City at the FFA
Leadership Training Center, October 4th-6th, 2018. We really love this place - the facility, the location, the food, the rooms; it meets
all our needs and our numbers. If you have never been, it’s on a lake with lots of wildlife, from eagles and Sandhills to wild turkeys and
deer! Truly a gorgeous setting in which to recharge your batteries.
So check out the details in this newsletter, and I hope to see you in October!!
Thanks for doing all that you do!! Baby season is slamming everyone who takes in babies. Being a rehabber can be a tough and
thankless job at times, but every success story makes it all worthwhile.
Be safe this storm season and remember to try and have balance!
Warmest Regards,
Beth M Hirschfeld DVM, CVA,VMO
President FWRA
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Mission:
The Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (FWRA) is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the unification, education and
dissemination of information to all wildlife
rehabilitators in Florida.
Purposes:
To provide an organizational structure
within which various individuals and organizations involved in the rehabilitation of
injured, orphaned and displaced wildlife may
exchange information.
To provide training and assistance to individuals and organizations involved in the
rehabilitation of injured, orphaned and
displaced wildlife.
To increase public awareness through
educational means of and support for the
activities of wildlife rehabilitators.
To engage in such other activities as are
permitted by Florida Law.

Save
the
Date:
October 4-6, 2018

FWRA 30th Symposium
in Haines City

FWRA Scholarships available for
this year’s FWRA Symposium
In honor of our 30th anniversary, FWRA is offering up to six
full scholarships to FWRA members. Scholarships are given in
memory of both Herb Kale, and Karl Sendler; our Founder’s
scholarship is given each year to honor, or in memory of,
someone who contributed to the field of wildlife rehabilitation
and to FWRA. This year the Founder’s scholarship honors Dr.
Erica Miller.
Do you want to go to FWRA’s 30th anniversary symposium
for free? Just apply for one of our six full scholarships.
Remember: we need complete applications to consider you for
a scholarship. All you have to do is:
•
•
•

Be a FWRA member – if you are not already a current
member, you can join online.
Apply online – go to fwra.org to fill out and submit your
application.
If you don’t have your own wildlife rehabilitation permit,
we need confirmation from your permitted rehabilitator.
This is a requirement no matter your status: volunteer,
staff, veterinarian, vet tech, biologist, etc. Good news! Your
rehabilitator can also submit the information online.

FWRA Board of Directors
Beth Hirschfeld, DVM, President
Dan Martinelli,Vice President
Margaret “Noni” Beck,Vice Pres./Symposium
Sue Small, Treasurer
Deb Anderson, DVM, Secretary

Don’t miss the deadline! We must receive all information by
July 1, 2018.

Members at Large
Leslie Johnson
Gail Straight
Debbie Helsel
Advisory Board
Phyllis Benton
Cara Brown
Vered Nograd

Membership Renewals Reminder

Dianna Flynt
Winnie Burns
Dorothy Kaufmann
Sandy Renne

Newsletter : Dianna Flynt
newsletter@fwra.org
FWRA WEBSITE: www.fwra.org
Webmaster:
EMAIL: info@fwra.org
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This is a friendly reminder that the new Annual Membership
renewal time is September of
each year and can be renewed
when signing up for our annual
symposium. If you are applying
for a scholarship, you must be
current on your dues PRIOR
to the scholarship application
deadline (July 1) for your
application to be accepted. If you
are a new member and apply for a
scholarship, your membership will
be extended those extra months
grace period and you will not be
due till the following September.
Please contact memberships@
fwra.org with any questions.

Member Benefit Opportunities! Celebrating 30 years of Wild
Times FWRA 2018 Symposium
There are membership benefit opportunities that
await you! FWRA Members that are current on your
dues, have opportunities to go to visit other facilities
and check out their operations.

October 4th-6th, 2018

You will need to have your membership card in hand
that shows you are a current member. Failure to
produce your FWRA membership card or not being
current on dues allows the facility to deny access
or charge you for your personal visit (if a fee based
public facility). It is your responsibility to contact the
facility prior to the visit to ensure availability and
obtain any other rules or information that may apply
to your visit. These benefits are for members only, not
guests. So, ask other current members to join you on
an excursion!

Here’s a little teaser for you: the FWRA Symposium
Committee is lining up some fabulous lectures, classes,
workshops, labs and fun activities for you.
Here are some of our speakers and scheduled
programs. The program schedule will be available
on our website in July when Scholarship application
comes down and Symposium Registration goes up.
Dr. Erica Miller, Dr. La’Toya Latney, Dr. Mark
Cunningham, Dr. Beth Hirschfeld, Dr. Lynn Miller, Deb
Helsel, Beth Lott, Kenny Coogan, Samantha Little, CVT,
Officer Ken Holmes, Dianna Flynt, Clair Robinson,
Kim Titterington, and Ashley Gardner are confirmed
speakers.

Current opportunities include:
FWC Forensic Research Lab- for a “working visit”,
please contact Hector for more information and
to schedule a visit! Hector Cruz-Lopez, PhD Fish
and Wildlife Forensic Research Laboratory FWC Division of Law Enforcement 9535 Northlake Blvd
West Palm Beach, FL 33412 phone: 561.625.5122

FFA Leader Training Center in Haines City, FL http://
www.flaltc.org

Classes/sessions: Hurricane Preparedness and
completing your FWC’s Critical Incident Disaster Plan,
Enrichment, Fundraising, Teaching the Young about
Wildlife, Animal Training, Blood and Fecal Lab Setup at Home, Nutraceuticals, Wildlife Diseases, Wing
Wraps, Brain and Spinal Injuries, Thermoregulation,
Case Studies, Turtle Rehab, Necropsy, Feather Imping,
Barbiturate Poisoning in Wildlife, FWC Inspections,
FWS Permitting and Arts & Crafts.




Avian Reconditioning Center (ARC), 323 Lester Rd.
Apopka, Fla. 32712 located in Apopka, Fla. has behind
the scenes tour opportunities to current FWRA
members at their facility!! Email to schedule a visit:
arc4raptors@gmail.com www.arc4raptors.org
Clinic for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW), 3883
Sanibel-Captiva Rd. Sanibel, Fla. 33957 -has behind
the scenes tour opportunities to current FWRA
members at their facility! For more details and to
schedule a visit, contact: Missy Fox mfox@crowclinic.
org *liability waiver must be signed www.crowclinic.org
Flamingo Gardens Botanical Gardens & Everglades
Wildlife Sanctuary, 3750 S. Flamingo Rd. Davie, Fla.
33330-1614 For further details for current FWRA
members or schedule a visit, contact: Michael Ruggieri
wildlife@flamingogardens.org www.flamingogardens.org
Audubon Center for Birds of Prey (ACBOP), 1101
Audubon Way Maitland, Fla. 32751 CBOP will allow
current FWRA members free admission to public
facilities and pre-scheduled behind the scenes tours
if time and manpower available. Contact: Sam Little
slittle@audubon.org or 407-644-0190 www.audubon.
org
Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge & Education Center
(BTN), 10525 Clapp Simms Duda Rd Orlando, Fla
32832 BTN will allow current FWRA members
free admission to the public facility- “wildlife walk”,
and pre-scheduled behind the scenes tour if time
and manpower available. Contact: Debbie Helsel
BTNdebbie@gmail.com www.btnwildlife.org













Programs we are still working on getting for you:
Mammal, Hummingbird, Songbird Rehab and caging.
If you are looking for something in particular please
send us your ideas at info@fwra.org
















Attention Wildlife Rehabilitators






Download, print and
carry the CDC &
USGS Medical Alert
card in your wallet.
(I laminate mine and
carry it with my
health insurance
card; you can make
multiple and hand
out to your staff
and volunteers
too.)










 
 
  
   




 


 

  





    
  




  
 




 
















  

  









   







   






 















   



    





   







      








      













  





















    
 



















   
   







 
    

























      







      
















    




   




   



 


 




Go to:
https://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/outreach/medical_alert_
wallet_card.pdf
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Stay Safe, Stay Healthy

By Sandy Renne, PA-C, LHCRM, Trained OSHA Instructor and Volunteer at Conservancy of Southwest FL

Leptospirosis:The organism

Leptospirosis is thought to be one of the most
common and widespread zoonotic infectious diseases
in the world. It is caused by a spirochetal bacteria
belonging to the genus leptospira. Among the 21
species; 9 are considered pathogenic, and have over
250 serovars, or serologic variants. Each disease
causing serovar has one or more reservoir host
species. The host remains asymptomatic but shed
the bacteria in their urine. Human contact with this
urine containing the leptospires causes infection.
These organisms are spiral shaped, motile, aerobic
spirochetes with 18 or more coils per organism.
They have a unique question mark shape at the end
of the bacterium. They are best seen with dark field
microscopy or special stains.

water such as rice paddies or sugarcane plantations.
Veterinarians, pet shop workers and wildlife
rehabilitators are also among high risk occupational
groups.
Various mammals are natural reservoirs and humans
are infected incidentally. The first known carriers
of leptospirosis were rodents, and they remain the
most prevalent source of infection to humans, but all
wild and domestic mammals can host this bacteria.
Leptospirosis occurs in both rural and urban settings.
Over 160 species of mammal have been known
to harbor this bacteria. Direct contact with urine
of an infected animal, wild or domestic; leads to
transmission to humans. The CDC estimates over 1
million cases occur each year, resulting in over 60,000
deaths.
Dogs are the most common pets infected with
Leptospira. Interestingly, leptospirosis in cats is rare
and manifests very mild symptoms.Very little is known
or documented about this disease in cats. Leptospires
can survive for weeks to months in a warm wet soil
in the environment, but they are very sensitive to
pH changes and almost all disinfectants. Risk factors
for human infection are exposure to urine through
non-intact skin, with cuts or abrasions, ingestion or
mucous membrane exposure.

Infection

Epidemiology

This bacteria is found worldwide, but most prevalent
in tropical and subtropical climates.

Outbreaks typically are seen in rainy season or after
flooding. There have been outbreaks associated
with triathlons. Water sports such as swimming are
a risk if done in fresh water lakes or rivers. Other
high risk exposures include working in contaminated
4

The clinical course of leptospirosis in humans is highly
variable. Most cases are mild and subclinical, however
some progress in severity and may result in death. The
incubation period after exposure is anywhere from
2-26 days. The illness tends to be biphasic, with an
acute bacteremic phase followed by a convalescent
phase. Shortly after inoculation the leptospires
replicate in the liver. They disseminate throughout the
body and infest multiple tissues and organs causing
symptoms.
The disease resembles a flu-like illness. It mimics
other viral syndromes such as dengue, typhoid and
viral hepatitis. Generally, the presentation includes
fever, rigors, myalgias and headache. Conjunctival
suffusion and sub-conjunctival hemorrhages are very
reliable signs for leptospirosis. Nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, abdominal pain occur in about half of the
cases. Splenomegaly, lymphadenopathy hepatomegaly
and rash are very frequent findings. Aseptic meningitis
is present in up to 85% of cases. Complications
include cardiac with renal failure (“Weil’s” disease),
pulmonary hemorrhages and adult respiratory
distress syndrome (ARDS), uveitis, myocarditis and
rhabdomyolysis. During pregnancy leptospirosis may
cause fetal death or abortion.

Diagnosis and treatment

Returning Babies to their Nest

.

Returning babies to their nests never gets old; every
return is a new and different experience…for the
rehabber AND for the family of birds. I’m a raptor
rehabber but a billion years ago I rehabbed all avian
species in Florida. So I know, in many cases, we can
reunite many avian families and even foster young into
wild nests of like species.

Leptospires are very slow growing in culture and
these organisms may not be detected in the blood
until 4 days after the initial onset of symptoms.

Because of this, focus on exposure to animals, travel
history and animal related activities are essential
to the diagnosis. Blood studies to screen include
Leptospira immunoglobulin M (IgM) ELISA or
immunoglobulin G (IgG) ELISA. But confirmation
of the illness is with DNA PCR of blood, urine and
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), as well as microscopic
agglutination testing (M AT) for Anti-leptospire
antibodies, which is only available at reference
laboratories, such as the CDC. If the diagnosis of
leptospirosis is considered; early initiation of a full
course of antibiotics is recommended. Doxycycline is
recommended for mild cases. Admission to ICU and
IV antibiotics is required for severe disease. There are
no vaccines for humans available against leptospirosis.

The “take home message”

Good handwashing practices with soap and water for
a minimum of 20 seconds, after the removal of gloves,
is a must for all employees and volunteers. Other
protective clothing as needed. Any skin lesion should
be covered with a waterproof dressing and ingestion
of food should be prohibited in any animal areas.
These should be standard protocols for best practices
in your facility.

By Dianna King Flynt Audubon Center for Birds of Prey

We are always looking for new inventive, easy ways
of reuniting families. One of the most difficult species
that we (Audubon Center for Birds of Prey) find are
the cavity nesters, especially the larger species such
as Barred Owls. After years of building and struggling
to put up big, heavy wooded nest boxes in trees we
came up with the idea of baskets. We asked one of
our Eagle Scouts (Boy Scouts of America’s highest
rank) to construct large baskets to install in trees
for Barred Owlets.You can find his Power Point
presentation on how to make them at http://fwra.org/
index.html on Member’s Area.

We also found that the baskets work well for those
hard to place 2’x 2’ square (wood and wire) platforms.
Wicker is very flexible, especially if you wet it, form it
and dry it. We have smashed the basket down into a
cup type nest as well.
Baby Season for all of us is taxing; returning healthy,
uninjured baby birds to their family is best for the
birds and best for the rehabber, saving tons of time,
funds and cage space.

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy!!
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I feel like a millionaire when…

		
by Dorothy Kaufmann, Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida
My mealworm bins are full of wiggly worms and fresh
kale and sweet potato…
My cricket stock is well fed and plentiful….
My dried mealworms, assorted seeds, and nuts are ineasy-to-grab-and-use containers….
I have all of my preferred animal milk products, critical
care, and supplements on hand, labeled and ready to
go….
My freezer is full of quail, mice, hoopers, rats, chicken,
venison, and minnows…..
My fridge is full of fresh fruit, vegetables, and eggs….
I have plenty of distilled water, Pedialyte, and lactated
ringers…
The store room is filled with dry products, hays, sterile soils, etc….
I have all of my favorite o-ring syringes, assorted
nipples, feeding tubes, tweezers, and hemostats - sterilized and organized….
My hospital has vet wrap, paper tape, gauze, and tegaderm galore….

Bits And Pieces
They’re back! Shark migration season begins in
s.E. Florida
In the largest migration in our coastal waters, blacktip
sharks are headed south in the thousands for their
annual migration off Florida’s southeast coast. In prior
years, researchers have reported as many as 15,000
sharks on any given day. Odds are that anyone in the
water will be within a 60-foot radius of one of these
sharks.
During the 2017 migrating season, researches saw a
“dramatic decline” in the number of blacktip sharks
heading south. That population was estimated to be
about a third of previous years. Click here to learn
more.
Birds Can See Earth’s Magnetic Fields, and We
Finally Know How That’s Possible!
A newly discovered protein in birds’ eyes that lets
them “see” Earth’s magnetic fields might be the
answer to the question: how do birds navigate? Click
here to learn more.
Unlocking Secrets from Extinct Species
Ohio State University’s Museum of Biological Diversity is home to a collection of more than 50,000 specimens; more than half are birds including extinct spe6

My kitchen has sharp knives, tiny whisks, shaker
bottles, and bowls and dishes of every size to fit any
critter ….
I have plenty of safety glasses, leather & disposable
gloves and more….
My collection of towels, pillowcases, baby blankets,
stuffed toys, and all sizes of hammocks and nests are
stowed in their bins for easy access….
My snuggle safes, rice socks, heating pads, and heat
lamps are ready ….
My cabinets have a full stash of Nolvasan, Betadine,
saline and more…
Oh, and there they are! My favorite plastic totes with
mesh and wire to house our youngest patients and
every size crate, set with perches, mats and screen,
just waiting to give comfort to the others.
Yes…..I feel like a Millionaire when I am ready for
“Baby Season.” Here at the Wildlife Sanctuary of
NWFL, we love Baby Season and fear it. Most of all,
we love what we do to give wildlife a second chance.
Hugs to all for a great 2018!!

cies such as the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, the Carolina
Parakeet and the once plentiful Passenger Pigeon.
Canadian researchers are looking into the possibilities
of de-extinction, the ability to restore extinct species
through DNA collected from specimens at the museum. As this technology is becoming more feasible,
the main question is: should any de-extinct birds be
created, would they be able to survive and flourish
in light of present and future environmental changes?
Click here for more.
Flourishing or Floundering? Bald Eagle Population
Recovery Celebrated; Another Threat Remains
Policies were put in place to save the American symbol from extinction, but many conservationists remain
frustrated; bald eagles and other scavenger species
needlessly suffer and die after they eat gut piles and
animal carcasses laced with lead pellets and bullet
fragments.
Article by Steamboat Today.
Article by ABC News.
Article by Reuter
Surgically implanted tracking devices in an adult male
python lead researchers to other pythons in Collier
County. Click here to learn more.

FWRA Membership Info
Membership Benefits include:
Thank you to our
Sponsoring
Rehabilitation Organizations
•
•
•
•
•
•

Avian Recondition Center

email group list to network with rehabilitators around the state
quarterly newsletters which provide rehabilitation techniques, environmental issues, and organizatio
annual symposiums on rehabilitation and other areas of interest such as natural history,education, f
a membership directory that can assist you in finding help throughout the state
the resource committee – experts on many subjects for help with unusual situations
corporate members receive free newsletter and web site advertising

Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary

St. Francis Wildlife Association

This is a gift membership from: __________________________________________________
Identification
Guide to the
www.arc4raptors.org
www.floridawildlifehospital.org
www.stfranciswildlife.org
I was referred by FWRA member: _________________________________________________
Snakes
of Florida
Animis Foundation
Peace River Wildlife
Wildlife Rehabilitation
Annual Membership Levels: Individual
-$20.00
New FLCorporate - $100.00
www.peaceriverwildlifecenter.org
Center
of Central
Steveanimisfoundation@yahoo.com
A. Johnson and Monica E. McGaritty
www.wildlifecenterflorida.org

Back To Nature

All information listed in this section will be published in the FWRA memb

Pelican Harbor Seabird Station

e Identification Guide to the Snakes of Florida is a collection of
Name________________________________________________________
www.btnwildlife.org
info@pelicanharbor.org
South Florida Wildlife Center Affiliation______
the 46 native species of snakes in Florida, as well as several
Address ___________ ___________________________________________________________
www.southfloridawildlifecenter.org
ve species. The photos are grouped according to the snakes’
City ______________________________________________ State _________ Zip _______
blotches, diamonds, stripes, crossbands, and solid coloration.
Home Phone______________________________ Work Phone ________________________
the venomous species, followed by those snakes that are most
E-mail _____________________________________________________ Web site __________
, and then followed by the other snakes that share the pattern.
DVM
CVT
State Licensed Rehabilitator
Federally Lic
I am a :
patterns change with age or vary with location, pictures of those
ore than one section. The black racer, for example, is shown in
Licensed Rescue/Transport
Volunteer Other _________________
a juvenile and the section on solid colors as an adult.
I specialize in and will assist others with: ________________________________________
nd information on the habitat, size, diet, and scientific name.
range where the snake may be found.
Emergency contact for FWRA Disaster Committee use only (list all information here th
h as 10 photos and descriptions of
directory, such as cell and work phones, for emergency use by FWRA’s disaster committee
orida, what to do or not do if bitten by a venomous snake,
Name & number of the first person outside of your immediate household that you w
nonvenomous
contact them if we are unable to reach you: ______________________________________
o different groups of legless lizards that are often mistaken for

Our Supporting Vendors

ing-bound. It is designed to be of use to
da’s snakes and who need to be able to quickly identify one
kes will benefit from this guide by making it easy for people to

Gloves
ght

id Kit
ght

:

Please mail this form to : FWRA, Gail Straight, P.O. Box 1449, Anna M

This information is vital to our goal of statewide
Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association is a 501(c)(3)

com or at 800-226-1764.

.

Additional contact information: __________________________________________________

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of
(800-435-7352) within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or

Freed Enterprises, Inc.
Petiatric.com

xHandling & Capture Equipment
xChemical Capture xVeterinary &
Kennel Products xDisease Control
xUniforms & Accessories xProfessional

Development & Services

1—800 338—ACES (2237)
Animal Care Equipment & Services LLC
3075 75th Street (#2), Boulder, Co, USA 80301
www.animal-care.com email aces@animal-care.com

Fox Valley is a world leader manufacturer of
milk (formula) replacement for orphaned
and injured wildlife.
Day One Formula milk replacers are species specific
and all play a unqiue role in feeding young animals.
These products closely match the unique composition
of mother’s milk, to assure proper nutrition if mothers
cannot, or will not, suckle their own.

W
s

Please call for more information.

3030 Mascot
Wichita, Kansas 67204
Orders: 1-800-490-0118
Information: 316-831-9500

Sales / Technical Service: (800) 679-4666
Fax: (815) 578-4240

www.petiatric.com

Quantity discounts are now available.
Call for more information.
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