Aloha Rehabbers!!!
It’s the time of year when we can be grateful to live in such tropical climes as the
majority of the country is being hit hard with snowstorms! We are truly blessed!
If you haven’t already, mark your calendars for FWRA’s 27th annual symposium, SEPTEMBER
24-27TH at the FFA Leadership Conference Center in Haines City, Florida.We have been at this
location for a while now.Those who have been know how beautiful and peaceful this venue is.
Start squirreling those dollars away now and you will have plenty come September. It’s an event not
to be missed! You can apply for one of the six scholarships we offer but with 7 months to save, if you put
aside just $2/day you will be able to cover the entire conference which includes 3 meals a day, a fully stocked
hospitality suite with snacks and drinks, all classes and workshops, lodging, banquet and have plenty of cash to
bid and win great items at the fabulous auction!! I feel like a broken record but it’s true! FWRA’s symposium
is a value that cannot be beat! You could not spend a weekend or even a night in some places for just a hotel
room anywhere in Florida and beyond for the low low price of our conference!! Our organization has kept
the cost of membership and symposium down, so more people can reap the benefits of being a member and
attending our conferences and workshops.There is no other group in the country that offers the quality and
value that FWRA does!
Many changes are afoot!! If you have not been on www.fwra.org lately, check it out!! Under the News
heading, important hotline numbers and websites have been added (Exotic Species Hotline, FFWCC Wildlife
Alert Hotline, Non Native Pet Amnesty and more). Under Wildlife Rehabilitation in Florida, links for those
asking how to become a rehabilitator have been added. Under Injured and Orphaned Wildlife, there are
links to directories as well as an interactive map you can click on to find a large center in a particular area.
If someone needs help, you can direct them to the maps or to a larger center who may know an individual
nearby that may be closer. Under Events there are always additions going up on the 2015 events page. If you
know of a meeting that you do not see listed, let us know. We are your organization! We have provided
these tools to help you and to help the public find the information they need to help wildlife! Remember
that as a benefit of membership, there is a Members Only section that has lots of past conference presentations in both power point and hand out formats. If members do not have the log in info they need to email
info@fwra.org. We can’t publish user name and password in the newsletter or it wouldn’t be a benefit
exclusive of membership! Plus you get the on line Listserve where you can post questions and get answers
within 24 hours, usually much faster! We also have the topic of the week where even the most seasoned
Rehabilitators pick up tips on unique solutions or ideas that worked for others! All this and membership
has been kept at a meager $20/yr!!! Memberships make great gifts for your veterinarians, volunteers
or animal enthusiasts!!
That being said, please see scholarship info in this issue and plan to join us for the
27th symposium in September!! We value what each and every one of you has
to contribute!! It is sure to be another fantastic conference!! Hope to see you
there!!
Best wishes,
Beth Hirschfeld DVM, CVA,VMO
Hollywood, FL
President FWRA
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Bits and Blurbs ...
FWRA’s 2015 symposium will be here before you know it!
This year you could go for free! FWRA is offering 3 full (value up to $350.00) and up to 3 partial (value up to $180.00)
scholarships to FWRA members. Our full scholarships are
given in memory of Herb Kale and in memory of Karl Sendler. Our Founder’s scholarship is given each year in honor of
or in memory of someone who contributed to the field of
wildlife rehabilitation and to FWRA. This year the Founder’s
scholarship is in honor of Judi Carter. She was very active
in wildlife rehabilitation all the way back to the early days of
FWRA. Judi ran La Guardar Inc. Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Education Center for many years, rehabilitating all native species. Her specialty was bobcats and she taught several classes
at FWRA symposiums.
Our 2015 symposium will be held from September 24th
through September 26th at the FFA Training Center in Haines
City. Please go to www.fwra.org and fill out the application
on line. It will only take a few minutes to fill in the blanks. It
will be transmitted on line so you don’t even have to mail it.
Please be sure your membership doesn’t expire before the
scholarship deadline. If you don’t have your own wildlife
rehabilitation permit, we need an email or letter from the
permitted rehabilitator you work with. This is a requirement
no matter what your status – volunteer, staff, veterinarian, vet
tech, biologist, etc. Emails can be sent to treasurer@fwra.
org and our mailing address is FWRA, PO Box 411087, Melbourne, FL 32941. The deadline to apply this year is June 13,
2015. Be sure you include all required information and your
membership dues are up-to-date. We hope to see you there!

Using CytoSol BioSolvent in the Rehabilitation Environment
By Jennifer Opean

After attending Vann Masvidal’s lab on glue traps at
the California Counsel for Wildlife Rehabilitators
symposium in 2013, most of the attendees were
struck by two things:
1.How easy it is to free feathers from glue with a
miracle substance called methyl soyate,
and
2. How difficult it is to obtain a miracle substance
called methyl soyate. When theconference ended, the
dilemma led me on a hunt which, a few phone calls
and helpful secretaries later, put me in touch with a
biochemist named Dr. Randall von Wedel.
Dr. von Wedel is the developer of CytoSol BioSolvent,
a product designed and approved by the EPA to treat
the environment after a disaster like an oil spill. It is
currently being used, for example, in the continued
cleanup of the Gulf of Mexico. But what makes this
product interesting to rehabbers is that the key ingredients are methylesters derived from vegetable oils,
including the illusive methyl soyate, which work on
bays and rivers the same way they work on fur and
feathers: by lifting the oil or glue tothe surface, making it easier to wash away.
So the question was, would CytoSol be safe for use
on wildlife the way it is safe for use on the environment?
Dr. von Wedel was convinced it would be, and had
already beenexploring its potential for use in that
capacity. He believed it would prove gentle, easy
to wash off, and nontoxic if ingested during preening
or grooming. He immediatelyoffered to provide us
with information and samples for testing, and encouraged us not to overuse harsh, damaging detergents to
remove it. After consulting with Vann and my mentor,
Kandy Kansler, several bottles were sentand shared
with various rehabbers and facilities, and I found myself in the rather curious position of waiting, almost
hopefully, for a case of a bird caught in a glue trap.
It came in the spring with a tearful call from a woman
who had placed glue trapsaround a nest to safeguard
its inhabitants from rats. Predictably, a dark-eyed
junco hadtangled with the trap, tearing out his tail and
breaking his foot to get away. His efforts
left him free but sticky, so after his initial intake and
stabilization, I opened my CytoSol,set up my bathing
station, and got to work.And then I was done. Really.
From start to finish, it was about a 10-minute process
to remove the glue from his flight feathers, feet, and
rump. I applied a few drops of CytoSol and worked it
through the affected areas, and the glue slipped off in
chunks.

One quick wash (I used 1 tablespoon of Palmolive
Pure and Clear, diluted in 1 liter of warm water) and
rinse later, the feathers were clean and in order. There
was some minor fraying in the affected wing feathers;
but as far as I could tell, it was from hisstruggle with
the glue trap and his later extended time in an aviary,
rather than fromcontact with the CytoSol.
Over the next two months his foot healed and his tail
grew in,and he was released back at the nest sight.
In the meantime, Anysia Dickson from Project Wildlife
was presented with theprecarious predicament of a
baby hummingbird stuck to duct tape. She tried using
CytoSol to free it, and it proved to be, in her words,
“liquid gold.” She was very happy with the results, saw
no long term feather damage, and the hummingbird
survived, matured, and was released. Susan Schroeder,
who volunteers for Stephanie McKiernan in Cherry
Valley, also employed CytoSol on a kestrel that came
to them mysteriously covered in motor oil.
After several failed washing attempts with Dawn
soap, CytoSol worked, and Susan felt that the kestrel’s
feathers were actually in better condition after using
the biosolvent then they had been after using Dawn
alone. That kestrel was also released successfully.
Finally, I did a mini experiment to look for evidence of
feather damage after prolonged exposure to Cytosol.
I soaked 3 healthy feathers individually in CytoSol,
mineral oil, and plain water for 5 days. At the end, I
washed all 3 once and compared the results.
None of the feathers showed any visible damage.
There was no fraying with the CytoSol feather, and no
line of demarcation between the area that had been
soaked and the area that had remained clear of the
biosolvent. It was also soft and clean, unlike the
oil-soaked feather, which was still noticeably greasy after the first wash. If the oily feather had still belonged
to its original owner, it would have needed further
treatment to cleanse it thoroughly.
So that has been my experience with CytoSol BioSolvent. It isn’t extensive, but it ispromising. CytoSol has
offered free 500ml samples to other rehabbers who
are interested in trying it, or at $12 a gallon for larger
quantities, available in 1 or 5 gallon totes. The company can be contacted via email at info@cytoculture.
com or by phone at 510-233-0102.
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Chikungunya Virus Appears
Among Humans in Florida
Avoiding mosquito bites is good practice, and now
there’s even more reason for Floridians to take precautions. The Center for Disease Control and the Florida
Department of Health report that Chikungunya virus
(pronounced chicken gun ya), or Chik Fever has established itself in Florida, making it the first state to have
locally acquired cases. Luckily, the Florida outbreak
appears to be limited, with only 11 cases confirmed
and no current outbreak. There is concern, however,
that travel may lead to the illness taking a more permanent hold in Florida and other states. Like many other
mosquito-borne viruses, Chik Fever first showed up
in tropical locations. It moved from South America to
the Caribbean Basin in 2013, into the US Virgin Islands
just over a year ago. Most cases in the mainland United
States are still the result of people having first traveled
to places outside of the US where the illness is present.
Symptoms of Chik Fever include headache, fever, joint
pain and swelling of extremities. Older patients seem
to be impacted more severely, and are at higher risk for
lingering health problems.
For more information on this emerging disease:
http://www.cdc.gov/chikungunya/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/chikungunya/geo/united-states.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/
mosquito-borne-diseases/chikungunya.html

Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza Virus Hits Western
United States

Center reports positive test results among a group of
birds originating largely from Washington State; birds
from California, Oregon and Nevada were also among
those tested.
The NWHC is continuing to test sick and dead migratory birds and asks for birds to be submitted for testing
when meeting the following criteria: Mortality events
involving waterfowl (ducks, geese and swans) or other
water birds (loons, grebes, coots, shorebirds or wading birds such as egrets, herons, or cranes); mortality
events involving raptors or other avian scavengers (ravens, crows, or gulls), particularly those observed near
locations with on-going water bird mortality; mortality
events where estimated dead exceeds 500 birds; mortality events involving wild bird species in close proximity to facilities harboring domestic birds in which H5
HPAI has been detected.
For more information: http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/wildlife_health_bulletins/WHB_2015-01_HPAI.
pdf

Where did the missing oil from
BP’s deepwater horizon go to?
After the oil rig’s explosion in 2010 which spewed millions of gallons of crude oil into the Gulf of Mexico we
have heard extensively of the many methods of cleaning
and removal of the oil from the waters. Two new independent studies looked into what is not talked about
so much, the 10% to 30% that is still not counted for
after the cleaning process was done and the waters of
the gulf appeared clean and blue once again.
A team of researchers led by Florida State oceanography professor Jeff Chanton have found an answer, six
to 10 million gallons are buried in the sediment on the
Gulf floor about 60 miles south east of the Mississippi
Delta.
“If it’s on the sea floor the oxygen would be lower
so that might mean it would hang around longer and
be a source of contamination in the future. It would
linger longer,” he said. “This is going to affect the Gulf
for years to come. Fish will likely ingest contaminants
because worms ingest the sediment, and fish eat the
worms. It’s a conduit for contamination into the food
web.”
http://www.livescience.com/49664-deepwater-horizonmissing-oil.html

Wildlife managers are being put on heightened alert for
bird die offs following the discovery of a highly pathogen H5 strain of avian virus in birds from the western
United States. The USGS National Wildlife Health
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Birds, Beaks, Feathers and Feet: Raptor Workshop Touches on
Many Aspects of Rehabilitative Care
by Phillis Benton, Wildlife Rehabilitator, US Virgin Islands
Information that improves the outcome for the birds
we care for is invaluable; the Raptor Workshop - held
on Saturday, February 21st - in two separate locations
in the Orlando area - provided details on many, many
different aspects of care for this specialized category
of birds. I was pleased to see high-level information
as well as the basics covered - from caging needs for
birds recovering from various injuries, food prep, aspects of falconry in rehabilitation, and feather repair at
the Avian Reconditioning Center in Apopka, to blood
analysis, wound care and specifics on how to recognize an electrocution injury at the Audubon Center
for Birds of Prey in Maitland - and I am only touching
the surface of what was covered at both locations.
As a small, home-based rehabilitator I see a handful
of raptors annually. But being as familiar as possible
with how to best care for and bring the patients along
is critical. For me, the time and travel commitment
was significant, but well worth it. It was wonderful
to see a solid group of rehabilitators eager to learn,
exciting to see the two unique facilities, soak in the
knowledge, and experience a beautiful Florida day
filled with learning. Another plus was getting to know
some of the instructors and classmates just a little bit
better, meeting some for the first time, and understanding that there is more than one way to do some
routine things - in some cases, better, easier ways. I
must say that attendees and instructors went out of
their way to be inclusive and shared knowledge in a
peer-to-peer environment. Thank you to everyone
who worked so hard to prepare the information and
present during the workshop.
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Feeding Wildlife - A Bad Idea
By Dan Martinelli, Executive Director,Treasure Coast Wildlife Center
Sandhill cranes are a conspicuous feature of many
neighborhoods, golf courses, and other open lands.
With their huge size (4 feet tall, 6 foot wingspread)
and stately bearing they are popular wild attractions.
Unfortunately these factors also contribute to a heavy
mortality, often unwittingly fostered by the same
people who love them the most. In the wild, sandhill
cranes feed on seeds and grains along with insects,
frogs, rodents, and other food items. But in close contact with humans these adaptable birds rapidly lose
their fear of man and become avid beggars. All too
commonly this relationship is ultimately harmful.
Their normal diet is replaced by bread, crackers,
corn, or junk food distributed by well-meaning but
uninformed people. While none of these foods is
nutritionally beneficial, they constitute an easy meal
and they fill the belly; and a crane with a full belly has
no incentive to search for a proper diet. The result is
poor nutrition, resulting in low breeding success, high
infant mortality, and developmental disorders.

mally high numbers of the target species build up in
the feeding location, attracted by the free meals. This
concentrated population speeds the spread of diseases and parasites through the entire group and virtually
guarantees that every individual will be exposed to
otherwise rare illnesses.

Finally, the birds become complacent in the presence
of people and all of our paraphernalia. Fearing nothing man-made, these human-acclimated sandhills are
bound for trouble. They frequently stand in the middle
of the street, literally directing traffic and demanding a
handout. Of course the inevitable occurs, and everyone is saddened at the death of another bird or birds,
struck down by passing vehicles. Those lucky enough
to escape this fate are hit by golf balls (Yes, one of the
commonest injuries seen in cranes are wings shattered when they refuse to move away from the tee.),
fly into power lines, or are attacked by our domestic
animals. Much of this carnage could be prevented if
people simply resisted the ill-conceived urge to “help”
the birds by feeding them.

Take the time to educate your friends, relatives, and
neighbors about the deleterious effects of feeding wild
animals. Note that there are legal restrictions as well
as undesirable consequences. Perhaps with everyone’s
enlightened understanding we can keep these
precious animals truly wild so they may more safely
grace our parks and prairies.

In the spring, these problems are exacerbated when
the adult pairs produce their adorable chicks. Forced
to remain on the ground as long as the babies are
incapable of flight, their exposure to human hazards
is multiplied. The chicks, less wary than even their
parents, are typically the first to succumb. Those that
survive to fledging age at about three months are
themselves conditioned to be even more avid beggars,
and the tragic cycle continues.
In some locations, other animals are the targets – not
to say the beneficiaries – of deliberate feeding. These
may be storks and herons, or pelicans, or raccoons
and even bears. People say that they are “helping” the
animals, when in fact the opposite is true. The animals
are conditioned to accept human presence, which
will expose them to additional dangers. The animals’
natural foraging activities are interrupted, resulting in
an increasing dependence on human feeding. AbnorPage 6

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, in
recognition of the problems caused by the feeding of
wildlife, has adopted a rule prohibiting the feeding of
sandhill cranes and pelicans. Additional rules prohibit
the feeding of, or careless placement of food that
attracts, bears, foxes, and raccoons. Finally, all interference with “Listed” species (identified under law as
Endangered or Threatened species) is prohibited, and
feeding is considered an interference. This applies to
sandhill cranes, wood storks, and some others. Seed
feeders for songbirds do not seem to cause problems
for wildlife, but all other forms of wildlife feeding
should be curtailed.
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the section on blotches as a juvenile and the section on solid colors as an adult.
Each snake species is listed with a description, and information on the habitat, size, diet, and scientific name.
There is also a map with each species, indicating the range where the snake may be found.
This guide includes numerous other features, such as 10 photos and descriptions of
habitats where snakes are likely to be found in Florida, what to do or not do if bitten by a venomous snake,
distinguishing features of venomous pit vipers and of nonvenomous
snakes and coral snakes, and information about two different groups of legless lizards that are often mistaken for
snakes.
This guide is printed on heavy card stock and is ring-bound. It is designed to be of use to
people who have little or no experience with Florida’s snakes and who need to be able to quickly identify one
when they come across it. The authors hope that snakes will benefit from this guide by making it easy for people to
determine which snakes are nonvenomous.
This guide can be obtained from www.ifasbooks.com or at 800-226-1764.
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