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Happy Spring holidays rehabbers!!
The end of 2013 and beginning of 2014 have been filled with lots of interesting events
and news-some good some bad. Last year’s conference, we celebrated 25 years of
networking in Florida!!! What a spectacular landmark event for FWRA with the largest
attendance we have had to date, great speakers and lots of fun!! We hope that you already
started squirreling away a couple of dollars each day for this year’s conference as we always
strive to make the next year better than the last!!
The end of 2013 was full of sad events in Florida. A young Panther was found shot and killed in Big
Cypress preserve the first week of December. Also in December a mass stranding of pilot whales in the
Florida Everglades sanctuary near 10,000 Islands occurred. So far, necropsies on the 11 that had died of
the 51 whales that were found stranded show malnutrition and nothing else obvious, but tests are still
being done and may take weeks to find if there were any other obvious causes. In January before the
results could be obtained for the stranding in the Everglades another mass stranding event happened
in Naples where there were actually multiple stranding events that happened around Lover’s Key State
Park and Kice Island. Eight of 23 pilot whales that stranded around Naples bay died or were humanely
euthanized and 25 were found deceased on Kice Island. Nothing was found again other than being
emaciated and a cause has not yet been determined. Because two pilot whale mass stranding events
have occurred so closely together in the same general area, the Everglades in December and Naples/
Lover’s Key in January, scientists are closely monitoring any future stranding trends.
The panther was an 18-month-old female Florida Panther found Saturday, December 7th in Big Cypress
National Preserve. The cat was found shot close to an off-road vehicle trail in Collier County. It is
believed to be the fourth panther found shot since 1983. One of the most highly endangered mammals
in the world and in the US with a population estimated at 120-160 individuals statewide, between 20
and 30 panthers may be in the Big Cypress at any one time! The Florida Park service, along with the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), is
asking for the public’s help in identifying the shooter.
Reminder about the new permit discussed during the conference: FWC is requiring a new permit for
all permitted wildlife rehabilitators who use photos of their rehabilitation animals in newsletters, press
releases and brochures or as online advertisement. This is strictly prohibited. Even a well-meaning
volunteer posting a picture of one of your rehab animals or use of photos in presentations can be
considered illegal without this free permit!! Only one permitted rehabber from a facility needs to apply.
The permits are for the facility not for the individual rehabber unless you are a stand-alone rehabber.
There is no fee; you simply need to request a permit from them to be in compliance! On letterhead
from the facility, write that you rehabilitate animals and are requesting a permit to exhibit animals by
live feed or to use photos of them. Requests should be addressed to: Captive Wildlife, 620 S. Meridian
St., Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600.
I wish all of you a safe and uneventful Spring!! I hope to see you this year in Haines City! This year’s
conference dates are September 18-20, 2014, so start saving now if you have not already!
With warmest regards.
Beth Hirschfeld DVM, CVA,VMO
President FWRA
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Bits and Blurbs ..

Symposium 2014
Save the Date!
Thursday, September 18th through Saturday, September 20th
FFA Leadership Conference Center, Haines City, FL
Plans for the 2014 symposium are underway! We’ll have
classes to improve your diagnostic skills, sessions on improving ourselves as educators, beginner rehabilitation skills, and
species-specific classes. And, since you asked, the much loved
necropsy class is back. There’s still time to make requests, so
let us know what we can do to help.
Please don‘t miss this opportunity to learn, share and
network!
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Upcoming Events
Avian and Exotics Medicine Club 29th annual symposium
Saturday, April 26- Sunday, April 27, 2014 For details and updates: http://
www.vetmes.uvdavis.edu/clubs/AEMC/symposium/index.cfm
Association of Avian Veterinarians 35th annual AAV conference & Expo
August 2–6, 2014 Sheridan Hotel on Canal St., New Orleans, LA
Contact information: 608-268-4714 or registrar@AAV.org, www.AAV.org
AAZV hosted by Disney Animal Kingdom in Orlando Florida held
in conjunction with ARAV and AEMC 10/18 to 10/24/2014 www.aazv.org

FWRA 2014 SYMPOSIUM

Thursday, September 18th, through Saturday, September 20th.
Florida FFA training center, Haines City, fl
visit www.fwra.org for more information
New York State Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (NYSWRC)
Saturday, October 25, 2014 - Monday, October 27, 2014
The 2014 Conference will be held in Lake George on Oct. 25-27, 2014.
Visit www.nyswrc.org for more information.
Pennsylvania Association of Wildlife Rehabilitators
Friday, November 7, 2014 - Sunday, November 9, 2014
24th Annual Pennsylvania Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education Conference
Visit www.pawr.com for more information.
Wildlife Center of Virginia 19th annual Call of the Wild conference
Friday, November 14 – Sunday, November 16
Visit http://wildlifecenter.org/call-wild-conference
International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (IWRC)
Monday, December 1 - Saturday, December 6, 2014
Hosted by the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association in Cincinnati, OH.
Visit www.theiwrc.org for more information.

FWRA Celebrates 25 years of Symposium Learning
By Phyllis Benton

Some have seemingly worked with wildlife forever; others are just finding their heart and passion related to
rehabilitation of native species. The long-timers, newcomers and those somewhere in between all gathered
to learn, network and enjoy the company of their peers; the 25th Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
Symposium, held in Haines City in late September, was one of the largest FWRA gatherings ever, complete with
exceptional classes, hands-on workshops, make-and-takes, and celebration of a quarter century of shared
successes and learning.
Founding members of FWRA fondly recalled the first official symposium – complete with sleeping bags on the
floor of a science center; a small group of rehabilitators gathered for the first of what would become many
important learning experiences. The FWRA Symposium may have had humble beginnings; today, it is one of the
premiere state organizations with members from throughout Florida, the east coast of the United States and
throughout the Caribbean. Hands down, FWRA has much to be proud of, especially in the scope of education.
It takes much hard work and dedication to maintain this level of quality; it is truly a grass-roots undertaking
with many, many important players. The symposium remains a very affordable, high-quality learning and
networking event and gathering. Many, many rehabilitators were able to take part in the 2013 Symposium
including scholarships recipients, and those from out of state and out of the country. The occasion was also
marked by those who could not be there in person, including Carmen Simonton of US Fish and Wildlife. She
sent the following message:
To all the members of FWRA,
I remember my first FWRA symposium I attended many years ago and all of the wonderful people that I met. Some of
these people are still here today doing great things and some have passed and are missed every day. This organization
has always been a shining star in my opinion because of the networking and the wonderful people who make up FWRA.
You have supported the Service in times of need and we hope that you will continue to do great things for wildlife and
for the people who are helping care for and teach about our wildlife resources.
I wish I could have been there for your 25th anniversary. I’m proud to have FWRA in the Southeast Region and look
forward to many more years of working together.
Sincerely,
Carmen Simonton
Chief
Migratory Bird and Eagle Permit Office
Fish and Wildlife Service
Southeast Regionorganizations

Time To Apply For A Symposium Scholarship
FWRA’s 2014 symposium will be here before you know it! And you could go for free! FWRA is offering 3
full (value up to $350.00) and up to 3 partial (value up to $180.00) scholarships. Our full scholarships are
given in memory of Herb Kale and in memory of Karl Sendler. Our Founder’s scholarship is given each year
in honor of or in memory of someone who contributed to the field of wildlife rehabilitation and to FWRA.
The FFA Training Center in Haines City will again be the site of our symposium, to be held from September
18th through September 20th.. If you haven’t attended yet, you’ve been missing education, networking,
new friends, free stuff, a beautiful lakefront setting, and good food that you don’t have to cook! This will be
an experience that will help you and your wildlife patients.
Please go to www.fwra.org and fill out the application on line. It will only take a few minutes to fill in the
blanks, print, & mail it in. The deadline to apply this year is June 21, 2014. Be sure you include all
requested information and your membership dues are up-to-date. We hope to see you there!
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Genetically Modified Mosquitoes
Fight Dengue Fever

This stage can take 300-400 days. The adult female
parasites then migrate to the subcutaneous tissues of
the limbs, causing an ulcer to develop. When the ulcer
comes into contact with any source of water, the
adult female releases larvae back into to the water.
“The cats that contracted the Dranunculus insignis
worms likely ingested the parasites by drinking
unfiltered water or by hunting frogs,” said the study’s
lead author, Araceli Lucio-Forster.
Treatment of choice is a surgical removal of the
worm… just another good reason to keep your cats
indoors!

Ten years ago “genetic engineering” was a term used
primarily in research laboratories. Nowadays, it is a
common conversation topic in the news and media.
Whether you are in favor of or against genetically
modifying nature, here is another one to add to the
table:
A British company has created genetically modified
male mosquitoes which carry a deadly gene against
dengue fever. When the gene is passed on to the
offspring of wild populations, they die in the larvae
stage. However the company is warning that proper
precautions have not been established and “unintended
consequences could make the disease situation even
worse.”

http://phys.org/news/2014-02-dracunculus-insignis-infection-cats.html

Methane Burned Birds; A Growing Concern – How You Can Help

http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/10/14/205140/
debate-surrounds-use-of-gene-altered.html

Raccoon Parasite Can Infect
Cats
Your FWRA board has been contacted by Ricardo
Zambrano, Regional Biologist for Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission for our help.
There is a concern that more and more wild birds are
receiving severe, if not deadly, burns due to industrial
methane burners which are used at landfills and other
industries that burn off unwanted methane gas. If you
have admitted any birds that have suffered from this
type of injury please take the survey found on
http://www.keepingcompanywithkestrels.org/burnersraptors/
You can also download an informative paper on
Methane Burner Impacts on Raptors to learn more.
A parasitic worm (nematode) normally found in
aquatic or semi aquatic wildlife such as raccoons,
minks, and otters has been found in domestic cats.
The parasite is ingested in contaminated water and
the larvae enter the body cavity where they develop.
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Snake Fungal Disease (SFD)
By Deb Anderson, DVM

So I was walking by my door a few months ago and saw
a black racer coiled on the top of my hedge, motionless. I thought it odd, because we have so many around
our house and they bolt whenever they see something
larger than food moving near them. I walked over
and found that he was alive, and his hind end appeared
normal though thin, but his front end was a train wreck.
I’d thought he had an issue with food that didn’t agree
with him- and the food in this case, fought back
violently. His mouth was swollen and covered with
crusts; one eye was enlarged, yellow-tinted and opaque;
his skin from the top of his head to a few inches past
his “neck” was discolored, hardened and dried. Being a
vet, I was able to euthanize him quickly because he was
obviously suffering, and I disposed of his body.
It wasn’t long after that snake discovery that I came
across an article on Snake Fungal Disease, and that
pretty much summarized that poor snake very
accurately. I wished I had sent him in for evaluation.
A few weeks later I was walking by my door again and
here was another snake on the ground not very far
from the first. Again the mouth was swollen but the
rest was still fairly normal. Once I captured him and
got a closer look, I found that his lower jaw was half
eroded away and the scabbing went inside his mouth
as well. The infection was too severe for treatment.
He was also euthanized and I called FWC and they
ok’d me sending the snake to them for a complete
necropsy and cultures.
Dr. Mark Cunningham told me that it was indeed
most likely the fungal disease on the mouth, and the
racer additionally had a large number of parasites
(oral trematodes and several species of nematodes)
and they sent the snake to the Southeast Cooperative
Wildlife Disease Study Center for confirmation. As of
print, the results are still pending.
I am unable to find the photos taken of “my” second
snake, but I did manage to find the first- as you can
see, this is an unusual posture and placing for the
secretive black racer.
Snake Fungal Disease is yet another novel illness
plaguing native wildlife. It is presumed associated with
the fungus Ophidiomyces ophiodiicola and it appears
to be on the increase. So far, it has been seen in
Racers, Northern watersnakes, Timber rattlers, Pygmy
rattlers, and Milk snakes.
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Eastern rat snake (Pantherophis alleghaniensis) showing signs of
fungal infection. Obvious external abnormalities are an opaque
infected eye (spectacle) and roughened, crusty scales on the snout.
Snake captured in New Jersey in March 2012 (case 23906).
Photograph by D.E. Green, USGS National Wildlife Health Center.

It manifests as scabbing, thickening and crusting of the
scales; opacity of the eyes; swelling of the face; and
typical secondary infections and parasitism consistent
with a compromised immune system.
These novel diseases bring home the fact that saving
wildlife is even more important now and, unfortunately,
it is getting more complicated. Not only is habitat
loss and direct human interference placing stress on
populations, there are other stressors like climate
change, introduced exotics (and their diseases), and
toxins (in the form of pesticides/herbicides/waste
products).
This is also a great reminder to us to take extra
precautions while caring for patients undergoing
rehabilitation. Continue to practice clean technique
and wash/disinfect surfaces, equipment and hands after
handling each patient. Never put native wildlife near
exotics. Keeping stress to a minimum (sights, scents,
sounds) keeps the immune system stronger. Always
try to return a rehabbed animal as near to its original
territory- you never know if your patient may be a
carrier but healthy and may spread infection to a new
population. Likewise, your patient may not be immune
to a background disease in a new territory and could
succumb.
With every new disease that emerges it makes it very
clear that wildlife rehabilitation’s role in conservation
is so necessary and important. Keep up the good
work and if you find snakes matching this description,
contact FWC. Best of luck!
Links:
https://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/disease_information/other_diseases/snake_fungal_disease.jsp
http://news.mongabay.com/2013/0906-andrus-snakefungal-disease.html

Contacts & Resources

Book Review by Hyta Mederer, Ph.D.

Exotic Species Hotline 888-IveGot1 (888-483-4681)
This hotline is for reporting exotic species in Florida.
Also if people have an exotic pet they can no longer
keep, this is the number to call and we can help find
a new home for it. We answer the Exotic Species
Hotline during business hours, but people can leave a
message after hours and we’ll return the call the next
business day unless it’s an emergency. Please note- for
sightings, we always ask people to try and get a photo
of the animal so we can get a positive ID. We’ll work
with callers to get their photo texted or emailed to
us.

A Guide to the Nests, Eggs, and Nestlings of
North American Birds. Paul J. Baicich and Colin J.
O. Harrison. Academic Press. 1997.

Wildlife Alert Hotline 888-404-FWCC (888-4043922) This number goes to the closest FWC Dispatch
office, and is for reporting wildlife violators.
ExoticReports@MyFWC.com
The exotics reporting email- people can email their
sighting information to us instead of calling. Photos
can be attached to emails too.
www.IveGot1.org
An online website where exotic species sightings can
be reported online. Customers need to create a free
account first and can then report sightings of exotic
species in Florida. Photos can be uploaded as well.
IveGot1 app for smartphones
A free app that people can use to report exotic species on their smart phones.
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/amnestyday-events/
Information on the FWC’s Exotic Pet Amnesty
Program

One of the serious gaps in
information in our field is
guides to identifying baby birds.
There are some sites on line
that can be helpful, but there
are many photos on those
sites that are of the wrong
species. One book that is
helpful is A Guide to the Nests,
Eggs, and Nestlings of North
American Birds. This book
offers 48 pages of photographs
of birds’ eggs and 16 color
plates with approximately 150
beautifully painted pictures of
hatchling or nestling birds. Each photograph and
painting is linked to the page number of text in which
the nest site, construction, breeding season, egg
description, and duration of incubation and time until
fledging are described.
The textual descriptions are detailed and thorough,
and in many cases include black-and-white drawings
to differentiate or explain nests or babies that appear
similar. Most birds that are native to the US are
included in the textual descriptions. Unfortunately,
the majority of birds are not depicted in pictures.
And, as we all know, they change dramatically as they
mature, so having only one picture of each of the
species that are included is frustrating.
This guide is definitely worth adding to your library;
however, there is still a significant need for guides
which offer photographs of baby birds from hatching
through fledging. Every year, we say we are going to
document the development of the baby birds in our
care, and every year, we realize that we are too busy
feeding, cleaning, and generally caring for all these
precious little ones to be as efficient as we had hoped.

Thank you to our Sponsoring Rehabilitation Organizations
Animis Foundation
animisfoundation@yahoo.com

Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary
www.floridawildlifehospital.org

St. Francis Wildlife Association
www.stfranciswildlife.org

Avian Recondition Center
www.arc4raptors.org

South Florida Wildlife Center
www.wildlifecarecenter.org

Audubon Center for Birds of Prey
www.audubonofflorida.org

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
of Central FL
www.wildlifecenterflorida.org

www.sawgrassnaturecenter.org

SPCA Wildlife Care Center
www.wildlifecarecenter.org

Peace River Wildlife
www.peaceriverwildlifecenter.org

Sawgrass Nature Center
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the section on blotches as a juvenile and the section on solid colors as an adult.
Each snake species is listed with a description, and information on the habitat, size, diet, and scientific name.
There is also a map with each species, indicating the range where the snake may be found.
This guide includes numerous other features, such as 10 photos and descriptions of
habitats where snakes are likely to be found in Florida, what to do or not do if bitten by a venomous snake,
distinguishing features of venomous pit vipers and of nonvenomous
snakes and coral snakes, and information about two different groups of legless lizards that are often mistaken for
snakes.
This guide is printed on heavy card stock and is ring-bound. It is designed to be of use to
people who have little or no experience with Florida’s snakes and who need to be able to quickly identify one
when they come across it. The authors hope that snakes will benefit from this guide by making it easy for people to
determine which snakes are nonvenomous.
This guide can be obtained from www.ifasbooks.com or at 800-226-1764.

UPCO has the products you
need at prices you can AFFORD.
We offer a 10% DISCOUNT
to any licensed rehab operation.

xHandling & Capture Equipment
xChemical Capture xVeterinary &
Kennel Products xDisease Control
xUniforms & Accessories xProfessional

Development & Services

1—800 338—ACES (2237)
An
ima
l C a r e E q u i p m e Phone:
n t & S (812)
e r v i c867-7598
es LLC
P.O.
Box
118
3075 75th Street (#2), Boulder, Co, USA 80301
Inglefield,
IN
47618-9998
Fax:
(812)
867-6058
www.animal-care.com email aces@animal-care.com
E-mail: info@rodentpro.com
www.rodentpro.com

Men & Ladies 16” Kevlar Gloves
$36.50 including freight
And More!
Talon Gloves for Birds
Mammel Gloves, Jesses

Homeopathic First Aid Kit
$60 including freight
Contains 28 Remedies including:
Tea Tree Oil
Analgesic Gel

P.O.
BoxBOX
411087,
Melbourne, FL 32941
P.O.
1449

ANNA MARIA, FL 34216

CEH & Prid Salve
Powdered Spirulina

Write for New Catalog and Prices

