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Greetings Rehabbers!!
Wow!! Seems like we were just springing into baby season’s peak and whoosh summer is over
and fall is upon us!! It is hard to believe that our 26th symposium is only a few weeks away!!! This
year is a week earlier so if you have not already registered for the conference, be sure to register at
www.fwra.org today!! We will still be meeting at the beautiful FFA training Center in Haines City, FL
September 18-21, 2014. Conference schedules will be in this newsletter but please remember that talk
times are always subject to change. As always you couldn’t vacation in a more beautiful place for less!! At
FWRA, your registration not only includes a gorgeous setting, but great learning opportunities, networking, workshops, lodging and meals!!! But wait, there is more!!!........You also get fun after lecture activities, a 24
hour hospitality suite with snacks, three delicious meals a day, the banquet and early holiday gift shopping at the auction
where everyone goes home with something!!!! How can you go wrong??
When you join FWRA, you become a part of a wonderful family full of like-minded individuals who want to help
and preserve our beautiful Florida flora and fauna (especially the fauna!). Membership fees have been kept at a low
low price of only $20!!!!
Your membership benefits include:
• Quarterly newsletters which provide many topics and updates pertinent to our members.
• Members only email group Listserve to network with colleagues within our membership with responses posted within hours, many times minutes
to questions you may post. Posted answers/responses and comments may give you new methods or tips you had not thought about before!
• “Topic of the week” on the Listserve that creates discussions with more tips and information about what has worked and what hasn’t.
• Annual Symposiums pertaining to wildlife rehabilitation and related topics of interest at a low all inclusive price. We sometimes are able to put
together mini symposiums or workshops at other times of the year for even more fun educational opportunities!
• A quick locator map that can assist you in finding assistance throughout our membership network fast. The map lists the big centers through
out the state who can help put you in touch with members in your area if the center is not close by.
• Access to a Member’s only collection of papers and presentations pertaining to wildlife rehabilitation from past symposia with quick access
on line for pulling up educational resources. This is located on our website, Members Area page; if you don’t know the user name and password
contact info@FWRA.org
• The Resource Committee: Experts on many subjects who are available to help us with unusual cases if no other member knows the answer.
• Hurricane response team that will make sure you are ok in the event of a bad storm or natural disaster and help get you supplies! Speaking of
which please be sure your info is up to date with membership@FWRA.org as the season is not over until November!!!

Our Corporate Membership Supporters ($100 annual dues) receive newsletter, access to our Members only email
group Listserve, newsletter and website advertising and a free space available vendor table at our symposium.
So if you are not a member or would like to thank a special volunteer, employee or your veterinarian - buy a gift
membership today!!! They make great gifts to show your vet how much you appreciate their help or for friends
who are interested in all the beautiful wildlife Florida has to offer and the issues affecting them.
So hopefully you have been saving up or were lucky enough to receive a scholarship!! I am looking forward to seeing you all at FWRAs 26th annual symposium!!! !!!
Thank you for all that you do for the animals!!
With warmest regards,
Beth M. Hirschfeld, DVM, CVA,VMO
President FWRA
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Bits and Blurbs ..
Fall Migration is just around the corner. Check out The Nutty Birdwatcher

http://www.birdnature.com/index.html website. This site has various ways
that help you identify songbirds and their migratory timelines, natural diets,
habitats and behavioral information.You will also find recipes, preferred
birdfeeders, nest box designs and much much more. Also see Book review
on The Warbler Guide
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) is recruiting volunteers to participate in gopher tortoise conservation. Becoming an
FWC volunteer is a great way for Florida residents to be citizen scientists
and help protect Florida’s wildlife.
There are 3 new opportunities for you to get involved:
•Mortality Data Collection:Volunteers report all observed gopher tortoise
mortalities to FWC
•Tortoise Taxi:Volunteers assist in the transportation of sick, injured, or
rehabilitated tortoises
•Silt Fence Installation:Volunteers install temporary enclosures for relocated
gopher tortoises (must be physically able to work outside)
Volunteers play a very important role in gopher tortoise conservation. If
you are interested in becoming a volunteer or would like more information
regarding these volunteer opportunities, please contact us at GTEvents@
MyFWC.com. Thank you for your interest in protecting gopher tortoises.
We hope to hear from you soon.
Sincerely,
FWC’s Gopher Tortoise Conservation Program
2014 FWRA SYMPOSIUM SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
The Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Board of Directors is
pleased to announce that six scholarships have been awarded for the 2014
symposium. There were more applications than scholarships, so we were
not able to award a scholarship to all who applied.
Stacia Supnick received the Dr. Herbert W. Kale Scholarship. Nanette Soistman of Florida Wildlife Care received the Karl Sendler Memorial Scholarship. Danielle Ball from Animis received the Founders Scholarship, which
is given this year in honor of Gail Straight. Gail is a founding member of
FWRA, and has held several positions on the board of directors. Gail has
worked on our newsletters and symposiums, and she contributed greatly to
keeping FWRA going in the early years.
Partial scholarships have been awarded to Amber Bassett of Animis, Emily
Holden of Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida, and Cristine Wood of
Audubon Center for Birds of Prey.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the 2014 symposium. We’d like to
encourage anyone who was not awarded a scholarship, as well as our other
members, to apply next year.

New York State Protests to Ban Poisons That Kill Wildlife
Rat poison – is it killing the solution instead of solving the problem?

After years of outcry by wildlife and environmental professionals and enthusiasts about an anti-coagulant rat poison that is killing more than just what the name suggests, a new petition, submitted by six environmental groups
for a statewide ban on those types of poisons, is finally out and getting the right attention.
Far too many animals - native birds and mammals, as well as dogs and cats - are dying from second generation
poisoning, and shrugging it off as mere collateral damage from pesticides is no longer acceptable.
A statewide ban on over-the-counter sales of the same type of pesticides took effect in California on July 1, 2014.
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/28/nyregion/groups-press-state-to-ban-poisons-that-kill-wildlife.html?_r=0

Chemical found in plastics – and now in our water – makes male
turtles develop more like females
BPA , or bisphenol A, is an industrial chemical that has been used to make plastics and resins since the 1960s.
It’s in plastic bottles…it’s in food cans…it is in our lakes and rivers…
The estrogen-like chemical is believed to contaminate more than 40% of U.S rivers, and that is
devastating news for our turtle populations. The BPA overrides temperature in determining the sex of the
turtle during development in the egg, potentially leading to sterility and eventual extinction.
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/chemical-found-in-plastics-and-now-in-our-water-makes/
article_8696e983-bc2c-5b6b-a9e4-b3f4f194d1a0.html

Killer frog fungus could be its own nemesis

Researchers at the University of South Florida say that freezing the fungus that has killed millions of
amphibians throughout the world and caused the decline and extinction of numerous of species and then
spraying it over infected ponds might offer protection to those species, providing the best news they have
had in over three decades.
If the newly developed vaccine works as expected for the amphibians, it may open the way into research and
development of a similar treatment for white nose syndrome in bats and other fungal infectious diseases of
wildlife.
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22329772.800-killer-frog-fungus-could-be-its-own-nemesis.html#.Uq7M_ldVDI

BOOK REVIEW

by Hyta Mederer

The Warbler Guide
Tom Stephenson and Scott Whittle, 2013

With 56 species in the U.S. and Canada which exhibit seasonal changes, sexual
dimorphism, age variations, and even hybridization, not to mention quick
movements through leaves and branches, warblers can be extremely difficult to
identify. The Warbler Guide offers 560 pages of detailed information to assist in this
process. As rehabilitators, we often have the advantage of holding a bird to examine
and identify it, but even then, a detailed guide can be invaluable, and this one is the
most thorough I have found.
Each species is shown with numerous photos in various settings and from many
different angles, demonstrating variations within species as well as comparison
photos of similar species. Using sonograms, this book offers techniques for identifying more than 1000 songs
and calls of warblers. The 40-page section “What to Notice on a Warbler” looks at the behavioral and physical characteristics which facilitate identification, including contrast and color; size, shape, and behavior; the face;
the body; and the undertail. Side-by-side photos of similar species are very helpful in learning to distinguish
them---among the best examples are photos and descriptions of the differences between Nashville Warblers
and female Common Yellowthroats. Also included are sections on similar non-warbler species, hybrids, reviews
and quizzes, an excellent glossary, range and migration maps, and a chart of measurements.
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FWRA Symposium 2014 schedule
FWRA Symposium 2014 schedule is not absolute; programs and/or speakers may change. The following is our
tentative schedule. Many classes will be concurrent, please check to avoid any conflict.
Thursday, September 18th
9:30

Opening Remarks (9:30 AM)
Beth Hirschfeld, DVM and President of FWRA

10:00

Is That Normal?
Erica Miller, DVM and Deb Anderson, DVM

Lunch Break 12:00-1:00

1:00 - 2:30

Laser Therapy
Lisa Miller, DVM

Findings on Baylisascaris procyonis in FL Raccoons and Exotic Newcastle Disease in Double
Crested Cormorants
Dan Wolf, DVM

3:00 - 5:00

Necropsy Lecture and Lab
Erica Miller, DVM and friends		

Nutrition – Vered Nograd (1 hour)
Caging Considerations – Noni and friends
		

Dinner 6:00 PM

7:00

Varity of Members			
Short talks, stories arts and arts & crafts

Friday, September 19th

8:30 - 10:00

Basic Bacteriology and Virology
Erica Miller, DVM

Florida Black Bear Attacks
Hector Cruz Lopez

10:30 - 12:00

Gopher Tortoises
Alexandra Perryman

Selection and Use of Live Animals in Educational Programs by Wildlife Rehabilitators
Dan Martinelli

Lunch Break 12:00-1:00

1:30 - 3:00

Diagnostics (Part Two)
Erica Miller, DVM

Methane Burns
Renata Schneider, DVM, Kelly Heffernan
Richardo Zambrano

3:30 - 4:00

Avian Fluid Therapy
Heather Barron, DVM

Pelican Pouch Repair
Vered Nograd

4:15 - 5:15

US Fish & Wildlife Permits
Resee Collins

and

Dinner 6:00 PM

7:30
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General Membership Meeting
FWRA Board

Arts and Crafts following the General Meeting

FWRA Symposium 2014 schedule
Saturday, September 20th

8:30 - 10:00

Avian Ophthalmology
Erica Miller, DVM

Education, our effect we have on the public in
what we say and how we say it. Carol McCorkle, CVT and Allison Miller

10:15 - 11:15

Caring for the Wild Child; Juvenile Wildlife
Medicine

Is “Junior” the right BOP for you?

Heather Baron, DVM

11:30 - 12:00

Neonatal Squirrel Care
Heather Baron, DVM

Beth Lott
TBA - possible handling of birds of prey

Lunch Break 12:00-1:00

1:30 - 3:00

Caging and then Enrichment – Unleash
Your Wild Side

Setting up a Home Lab
Beth Hirschfeld, DVM and Carol McCorkle, CVT

Deb Helsel

3:30 - 5:00

The Role of Stress and Common
Zoonoses in Wildlife

Erica Miller, DVM
Dinner 6:00 PM

Banquet, Raffle and Silent Auction
Sunday, September 21st
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A Sample of Resources for Squirrel Rehabilitators
As rehabilitators we do our best to prepare for
wildlife baby seasons before they arrive. That means
preparing cages, bedding, diets, medications, supplies,
and more. A quick review of publications focused on
the species we rehabilitate also can help us anticipate
or remember various medical conditions, how to
treat them, and even how to prevent problems that
could occur in rehabilitation. The following resources
address some conditions that squirrel rehabilitators
see in the course of squirrel baby season. Many of
these were published in the NWRA Bulletin. Online
links are provided.

Aspiration in Juvenile Squirrels:
Etiologies,Treatment and Prevention.
Respiratory problems are, unfortunately, rather common in infant and juvenile squirrels in rehabilitation.
Such problems often result from feeding practices by
a rescuer, or even a volunteer or rehabilitator. This paper describes signs that indicate the squirrel may have
aspirated fluids, such as reluctance to eat, impaired
or slow breathing, lethargy and/or excessive sleep. It
reminds rehabilitators there are many times when no
one noticed when the squirrel aspirated. The paper
describes treatment methods, including conventional,
botanical, and homeopathic medicines as well as tips
to prevent aspiration. http://www.ewildagain.org/pdf/
AspirationinSquirrels.pdf

which has affected reconstitution characteristics. This
paper discusses issues related to these products’ lack
of complete solubility, laboratory tests performed
to measure insolubility, and minor adjustments to
formula preparation that easily address these issues.
Changing the mixing method and allowing the milk
powders to ‘rest’ in the refrigerator for at least 4
hours after they were mixed and before feeding has
substantially improved the reconstitution of the milk
powders. Many rehabilitators have found these minor
adjustments in preparation to reduce GI upsets, help
improve utilization of formula, and enhance growth.
http://www.ewildagain.org/pdf/SolubilityIssuesMilkReplacers.pdf.

When Pets Attack Wildlife –
A Three-Part Series.
A high percentage of young squirrels, like other species, are delivered to rehabilitators after being harmed
by cats and dogs. The first paper describes the wide
variety of conditions that may occur as a result of a
cat or dog attack. The paper includes descriptions of
the problems and 14 graphics. http://www.ewildagain.
org/pdf/WhenPetsAttackPart1.pdf

The second paper describes a variety of treatment
options. It explains that while antibiotics often have
been used almost ‘automatically’ as the first and
treatment after a cat or dog has had contact
Twelve Common Causes of Stool Prob- primary
with
the
wild animal, it is essential to consider the
lems in Squirrels.
animal’s full condition – and then consider a wider
of treatment options. http://www.ewildagain.
Stool problems are very common in young squirrels in variety
org/pdf/WhenPetsAttackPart2.pdf
rehabilitation. Familiarity with common causes allows
the rehabilitator to prevent or reduce the occurrence, The third paper offers ideas about talking with the
severity and duration, and resolve problems quickly
rescuer and pet owner to collect information about
and easily, often without requiring medical treatment.
what might have happened, reasons the animal was
This paper describes twelve frequent causes of such
susceptible to the pet attack, and providing suggesconditions, including overfeeding, inappropriate diet,
tions to reduce future problems. http://www.ewildaformula that has not been fully reconstituted, and
endoparasites. Some squirrels arrive with gastrointes- gain.org/pdf/WhenPetsAttackPart3.pdf
tinal disorders resulting from their condition prior to
rescue, such as dehydration or coccidia, or care by the
rescuer, such as inappropriate diet. The paper includes
caregiver tips to help prevent and resolve stool problems in juvenile squirrels. http://www.ewildagain.org/
pdf/StoolProblemsSquirrels.pdf

Solubility Issues with Milk Replacement
Powders: An Easy Fix.
Most squirrel rehabilitators prepare and use powdered milk replacement products. Instructions generally say to add water, gently stir, and the liquid formula
is ready to use. Over the last few years, some manufacturers have changed their manufacturing methods,
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Thank you to our Sponsoring Rehabilitation Organizations
FROzEN FISH FOR WILDLIFE FOOD.

Animis Foundation
animisfoundation@yahoo.com

SPCA Wildlife Care Center
www.wildlifecarecenter.org

Peace River Wildlife
www.peaceriverwildlifecenter.org

Avian Recondition Center
www.arc4raptors.org

Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary
www.floridawildlifehospital.org

St. Francis Wildlife Association
www.stfranciswildlife.org

Audubon Center for Birds of Prey
www.audubonofflorida.org

www.sawgrassnaturecenter.org

Sawgrass Nature Center

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
of Central FL
www.wildlifecenterflorida.org

Page 7

the section on blotches as a juvenile and the section on solid colors as an adult.
Each snake species is listed with a description, and information on the habitat, size, diet, and scientific name.
There is also a map with each species, indicating the range where the snake may be found.
This guide includes numerous other features, such as 10 photos and descriptions of
habitats where snakes are likely to be found in Florida, what to do or not do if bitten by a venomous snake,
distinguishing features of venomous pit vipers and of nonvenomous
snakes and coral snakes, and information about two different groups of legless lizards that are often mistaken for
snakes.
This guide is printed on heavy card stock and is ring-bound. It is designed to be of use to
people who have little or no experience with Florida’s snakes and who need to be able to quickly identify one
when they come across it. The authors hope that snakes will benefit from this guide by making it easy for people to
determine which snakes are nonvenomous.
This guide can be obtained from www.ifasbooks.com or at 800-226-1764.

UPCO has the products you
need at prices you can AFFORD.
We offer a 10% DISCOUNT
to any licensed rehab operation.

xHandling & Capture Equipment
xChemical Capture xVeterinary &
Kennel Products xDisease Control
xUniforms & Accessories xProfessional

Development & Services

1—800 338—ACES (2237)
Animal Care Equipment & Services LLC
3075 75th Street (#2), Boulder, Co, USA 80301
www.animal-care.com email aces@animal-care.com

Men & Ladies 16” Kevlar Gloves
$36.50 including freight
And More!
Talon Gloves for Birds
Mammel Gloves, Jesses

Homeopathic First Aid Kit
$60 including freight
Contains 28 Remedies including:
Tea Tree Oil
Analgesic Gel

P.O.
BoxBOX
411087,
Melbourne, FL 32941
P.O.
1449

ANNA MARIA, FL 34216

CEH & Prid Salve
Powdered Spirulina

Write for New Catalog and Prices

